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Environment News                                                       August 2013 

Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager, and Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge 
 

PEST PLANTS 

 

A total of 4038 hours were applied to weed management during the 2012-13 financial year 
(excluding contractor hours), well exceeding our goal of 3,000 hours. This included 

management of at least 59 weed species, 9 of which were assessed as new and emerging 

weeds of highest priority. Two new weeds of greatest concern were Sicilian Sea Lavender 
and African Lovegrass.  

 
Major weed projects over winter were woody weed control at Observation Point as well as 

follow-up boxthorn control and kikuyu follow-up in shearwater habitat at Cape Woolamai. 
 

  
Boxthorn at Cape Woolamai Boxthorn at Flynns 

 
All of the mature boxthorn between Ventnor and Flynn’s Reef has now been removed. There 

are now only a few remaining boxthorn plants along the coast except for Cape Woolamai 
where major work continues. The soil remains a large seed source and follow-up will be 

required for many years to come.  

 
Staff attended a Myrtle Rust (Uredo Rangelii) information session organised by the 

Department of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI). The Park is now in a much better 
position to identify this serious fungal disease, introduce hygiene policy and set up 

monitoring sites that will go into a state-wide database. More information is available at  
http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/forestry/pests-diseases-weeds/diseases/myrtle-rust 

 
 

REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

 
A group of International Student Volunteers (ISV) visited for a period two weeks assisting 

the Environment Department with projects including:  
• Building, installing and replacing old penguin boxes on the Summerland Peninsula 

(approx. 150) 
• Weed removal at Newhaven Swamp and on the RAMSAR coastline 

• Revegetation projects at the Koala Conservation Centre (KCC), Penguin Parade and 

Fishers Wetland 
• Removing sea spurge from south coast beaches  

• Assisting at Churchill Island, KCC and other Nature Park departments. 
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Three groups of National Australia Bank (NAB) volunteers also visited the Nature Park over 

the past few months. Projects have included planting at Surfies Point car park; work in the 
plantation at the KCC, planting on the Summerlands Peninsula and building corrals for 

catching oiled penguins. We have also had many school groups help out with environmental 
activities. 

 

Ranger Stefan Poll has assisted with the establishment of the Kitty Miller Bay Coast Action 
Group focusing on Kitty Miller Bay and surrounding areas. 

 
• Sunderland Bay and Surf Beach Coast Action Group meet on the third Sunday of the 

month at Surfies Point Car park.  
• Friends of the Koalas meet on the first Saturday of the month. 

 

 
PEST ANIMALS  

 
Island-wide fox baiting concluded in early July with baits taken by foxes at Cape Woolamai, 

Swan Bay and the coastline near Smiths Beach.  A post-baiting island-wide fox survey is 
planned for August where a visit from members of the Tasmanian Fox Program (and fox 

detection dogs) will aid the search for fox scats and fresh scent.  

 
In 2012/13, 153 feral and roaming cats were removed from PINP reserves and surrounds.  

Cat trapping is planned for the southern coastline of Phillip Island including Cape Woolamai, 
prior to the shearwaters arriving back in late September.  The Nature Park is represented on 

the Bass Coast Shire Council DAMP (Domestic Animal Management Plan) committee which is 
working to implement responsible pet ownership in the shire. The plan includes cat 

identification and de-sexing as high priorities.   
 

More information is available at:  

http://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/Services/Animals/Animal_Guidelines_Regulations/Domestic
_Animal_Management_Plan 

 

Please call 0419369365 if you have seen a fox on Phillip Island. 
 

 
WILDLIFE 

 
Hooded Plover  
 
On 14 and 15th of June the BirdLife ‘Beach-nesting Birds’ team held its third ‘Annual Beach-

nesting Birds Workshop’ at Queenscliff. 150 people attended including Nature Parks staff 
and Bass Coast volunteers. The event included a conference (Friday) practical workshops on 

the Saturday.  
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Dr Doris Graham presenting on oystercatchers Community engagement Queenscliff 

 

Hooded Plover and Gull Count 
 

45 Hooded Plovers were counted during the Hooded Plover and Gull Count on 5th August. 
There were 4 juveniles (three of them were last season’s fledglings), 2 from Silverleaves and 

1 from Park Street at Surf Beach. One bird was un-banded and probably hatched at a 
different location off the island. Another immigrant was a new adult bird from Walkerville 

North, banded as a juvenile in March 2012. It was encouraging that the Cowrie Beach pair 
was seen back at Cowrie Beach. Sightings can be entered into the MyHoodie Portal 

accessible at: www.myhoodie.com.au/ 

 
63 Pacific Gulls were counted which is normal for this time of year as birds move away to 

their breeding grounds. 5 adult Kelp Gulls were counted. 63 Pied Oystercatchers and 27 
Sooty Oystercatchers were counted. Two Fairy Terns banded at Inverloch by the Victorian 

Wader Study Group were seen at Observation Point. 
 

Next count: Wednesday 1st November 2013.  Meet 08:30am at the Environment Pod, 995 Ventnor 

Road, Ventnor. Contact Jon Fallaw jfallaw@penguins.org.au or 03 5951 2800. 

 
 
Koalas 
 
In order to produce an environment in which the koalas that live around our boardwalks can 

remain separated from our visitors, we are trialling a ‘runway’, built from timber harvested 
from our plantation during maintenance works. The aim is to provide an alternative passage 

for koalas as they move from tree to tree, rather than using the handrails along the 
boardwalks. 

 
Recent research into the DNA of our koalas carried out by Faye Wedrowicz (Monash 

University) has shown positive results for the KCC in relation to maintaining population 
diversity within our small population of koalas.  The DNA was collected from scats, in a non-

intrusive manner. 

 
Phase one of removing selected stumps within our koala browse plantation has been 

completed. The selected stumps have been continually cut back over the past 22 years and 
are no longer providing usable browse for the koalas, or have proved to be unpalatable. The 

site is now being prepared for replanting some of the more palatable species. 
 

Friends of the Koalas have a habitat day on the first Saturday of each month.  
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~koalas/welcome.htm 
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WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

 
This year, 144 Little Penguins were admitted to the Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre. This is up 
from 131 in the previous year, and is above the long-term average of 133 admissions. 

 
During the Short-tailed Shearwater migration we cared for 118 birds. 46 were euthanased 

due to their injuries, 20 did not recover from malnourishment and 52 were released. A large 

number of shearwaters were washed up on the south coast beaches, both dead and alive 
probably due to the wind direction during fledging. We had a number of phone calls from 

concerned members of the public. Unfortunately, occasional high levels of mortality of young 
are part of the long term life cycle of these birds. No adults were reported dead, so the 

breeding population should be relatively unaffected due to the high number of chicks 
surviving to fledging this year.  Pacific Gulls bring their young to Phillip Island to feed on 

shearwater carcasses during autumn and birds of all ages took advantage of the dead 
shearwaters for food.  Pacific Gulls are near-threatened in Victoria. 

 

We cared for 280 other animals in the Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre this year, up from last 
year’s record of 249. This year we have had five Australian Pelicans, two Shy Albatross, and 

three Australasian Gannets. One of the gannets, a juvenile, was transferred from Healsville 
Sanctuary after being found in Reservoir. After gaining some weight, it was successfully 

released from the Summerlands Peninsula. 
 

One of the albatross was found in a paddock in Korumburra and transferred down our 
shelter. The other was found on Phillip Island, and had extensive damage to its leg. Both 

were successfully rehabilitated and released from the Summerlands Peninsula.  

 
We also cared for three Echidnas, two Barn Owls, five Kookaburras and two Buff-banded 

rails. We rescued a Wedge-tailed Eagle that we transferred to Healsville Sanctuary for 
rehabilitation.  

 
We currently have six Little Penguins, one Little Raven, one Fiordland Penguin and two 

possums in care. The Fiordland Penguin was passed on to us from Parks Victoria rangers at 
Wilsons Promontory; it came to us extremely underweight. One of the little penguins has his 

foot in a splint to repair a soft tissue injury. Another had two wounds from an unknown 

cause which required stitching. 
 

We are currently undergoing some renovations at the centre, including sparrow proofing the 
outdoor enclosures. We have upgraded some of the facilities using funds obtained through 

the DEPI Wildlife Rehabilitator Grants Program. Improvements include extra feeding benches 
at varying heights, feeding shelters in the pool yards, perches, animal shelters and penguin 

pen dividers.   
 

 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

 

Another quarterly risk audit is currently being conducted on walking tracks and infrastructure 
around the entire park, and any noted hazards will be mitigated or put into the works plan.  

 
Tree risk remediation works at the KCC, Fiveways and Oswin Roberts is ongoing as weather 

permits. 
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Work has been completed on the upgrade of the track to Swan Lake.  Further tracks works 
are planned for Conservation Hill, Surfies Point and Forrest Caves in the coming months as 

the ground dries up. 
 

 
SUMMERLAND PENINSULA 

 

This project is now complete with all milestones achieved. This has been an enormous effort 
by the Nature Parks staff to manage and conduct these works on such a large scale, which 

has made an enormous difference to the natural environment of the Summerland Peninsula. 
 

Milestones achieved include: 
• All houses removed from the Summerland Estate 

• All power poles and power lines removed, and power to the Nobbies Centre put 

underground greatly reducing fire risk 
• A cultural heritage survey and assessment completed by contractors 

• A vegetation management plan completed by contractors 

• Weeds such as kikuyu, boxthorn, thistles, polygala, pittosporum and woody weeds 
have been greatly reduced (contractors and Nature Parks staff) 

• Revegetation with over 110,000 indigenous plants grown and planted by Nature 
Parks staff and volunteers 

• Habitat rehabilitated with over 1500 penguin boxes constructed and installed by 

Nature Parks staff and volunteers 
 

However, now the really hard work begins maintaining the gains with our own resources and 
budget.  Thanks to the volunteers from all over the world who have assisted us over the last 

three years with collecting seed, growing (and planting) plants, installing penguin boxes and 
weed control. 

 
 
FIRE 

 
The Nature Parks’ Woodlands Bushfire Assessment report is nearly finalised. This report has 

been prepared by contractors as part of the Woodlands Vegetation Management Plan 2013 
for most of the woodland reserves on the island managed by the Nature Parks.  

The fire report provides information on:  
• Recent fire history  

• Bushfire behaviour expected under different fire danger rating levels  

• Bushfire management issues including the adequacy of existing and planned fire 
management works 

The major recommendations to come out of the report include: 

• Closure the woodland reserves to the public on all days when fire control is predicted 
to fail 

• Undertake fuel management to reduce the risk of spread of fire into the woodland 
reserves from car parks and other likely ignition sources 

• Design revegetation and manage existing vegetation in the KCC koala enclosure using 

the Landscaping for fire (CFA 2012b) and CFA requirements for defendable space as 
a guide 

• Ensure that fuel management does not increase fuel hazard. Avoid use of broad-scale 
fire for fuel reduction in areas likely to regrow with bracken or Goodenia unless the 

increase in fuel hazard can be managed e.g. through follow-up slashing or herbicide 
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use or revegetation. Consider use of alternatives such as slashing which can be more 
reliably implemented 

• Consider options for creating defendable space within the woodland reserves around 
existing assets and develop a plan for implementation and long-term maintenance 

The recommendations from the report will be incorporated into the PINP Fire Operations 

Plan 2013-16, which we are currently reviewing and updating. Actions in the works plan for 
2012-13 were completed except for burns at Oswin Roberts Reserve and Princeton Ave 

Reserve. The Oswin Roberts and Princeton Ave planned burns will be revised from the 
recommendations / feedback from consultants. 

Other fire related activities going on around the park at the moment include: 
• Burning of weeds such as boxthorn piles (ongoing) 

• Purchasing a new slip-on unit for the Koala Conservation Centre and other fire gear 

for the upcoming season 
• Fire breaks, fuel breaks and control lines will be cut back over winter/spring 

• Planned burns to reduce grass weeds at Kitty Miller Bay, Berrys Beach and Cape 

Woolamai may be conducted in Spring 
 

The PINP Fire Operations Plan 2012-16 located at: 
http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-

management/  
 

 
GRANTS 

 

There is one Melbourne Water grant currently underway with a local contractor spraying Tall 
Wheat grass at Fisher’s Wetland. Planting has been ongoing through winter/spring 2013. 

 
Work is almost complete on the partnership Coastcare grants for controlling weeds 
threatening Short-tailed Shearwater habitat at Kitty Miller Bay and Cape Woolamai.  

 
Plans for the boardwalk and staircase at Aussie Track are due within the next few months 

and construction will commence shortly afterwards. We are still waiting to hear from DEPI if 
we have been successful for a grant to replace the damaged east boardwalk at Smiths Beach 

through the Coastal Risk Mitigation Program. 

  
Planning for the DEPI Commuities for Nature grant to remove woody weeds in Shearwater 

habitat at Ventnor west and for subsequent revegetation works has commenced. 
 

 
Local residents assist with revegetation works Kitty Miller 

Bay as part of a Coastcare grant. 
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A grant has been received from ExxonMobil Australia and the Department of Environment 

and Primary Industries to assist with the development and activation of an oil spill training 
scenario for the Nature Parks – details below. 

 

As part of the Nature Parks’ risk management and business continuance programs, we have 

identified wildfire and oiling/contamination of Little Penguins as the one of the greatest risks to the 

Nature Park’s environmental, social and economic values.  The Nature Parks has engaged Scott-

Andrew (Andy) Smith from Kirkham-Smith Consultants to develop and facilitate an exercise scenario 

– Exercise Penguino will provide an opportunity for the Nature Parks personnel to evaluate their 

understanding of the Nature Parks current wildlife, communications and business and disaster 

response arrangements. 

 
Work has started on developing interpretation material for the KCC using funds from a grant 
received from the Dahl Trust for the project entitled: The Phillip Island – Eucalyptus Care, 
Protection and Education project. 
 
Grants have been received from the Department of Environment and Primary Industries to 
support upgrades and training at the Nature Parks Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre. 
 
The Penguin Foundation has received grants from the Mazda Foundation and National 
Geographic to support the work of the Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre. 
 
The Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority have been successful 
in obtaining a grant for the Western Port Ramsar Project of $700,000.  The Nature Parks is 
one of the delivery partners for this grant.  Final distribution of funds between the partners is 
in discussion. 
 

Corangamite Catchment Management Authority funds (Caring for our Country grant) 
obtained through a bidding process have allowed control of weeds in saltmarsh areas at the 
entrance to Churchill Island. 
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SIGNAGE 

 
The park has developed artwork to replace the 

walking trail signage at Cape Woolamai (below) 
and we are now acquiring quotes for these signs to 

be manufactured. The Cape Woolamai project will 
be used as a template to work around the rest of 

the park replacing trail signage and interpretational 

signage.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
An example of the trail signage content for Cape 
Woolamai. Signs will be on etched stainless steel 
mounted on sleepers posts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Victoria's reformed rural zones to commence 
On 5th September 2013 
 
The new rural zones seek to encourage agricultural use of land, while at the same time providing 

greater flexibility, where appropriate, to use land for rural industries and employment-generating 

activities such as tourism, agricultural services and the sale of produce through "farm gate" outlets. 

 

Tourism is a particular focus of the rural zone reforms.  While land in the Green Wedge zones will 

retain its designation for primarily agricultural and open-space purposes, land in other rural zones - 

including the Rural Conservation Zone - will accommodate a wider range of "stand alone" activities 

intended to encourage tourism growth and job opportunities in rural Victoria. 

 

While the six rural zones will continue under their existing names, each of them will be amended, to 

varying extents: 

 

• The Rural Living Zone will continue to provide for residential use in a rural environment, with a 

default minimum lot size of 2 hectares (reduced from the 8 hectare minimum currently 

applicable).  The default lot size can be varied from council to council by specification of a 

different minimum area in a schedule to the zone. 
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• The Rural Conservation Zone will retain the purpose of conserving identified natural and 

environmental assets and resources, but greater flexibility for tourism-related uses will be 

introduced. Residential hotels and restaurants, currently allowed only if in conjunction with 

agriculture, rural industry or a winery, will now be allowed as "stand alone" uses, subject to a 

planning permit.  Current limits on bedroom numbers and restaurant patron numbers will be 

removed. 

• Similarly, within the Farming Zone, restaurants and residential hotels will be allowed as "stand 

alone" uses under the reforms, subject to a planning permit.  Use of land for small-scale rural 

industry and for primary produce sales outlets will in some cases be allowed without the need 

for a planning permit. 

• The Rural Activity Zone is being amended to allow a wider range of economic activities - such as 

small-scale rural industry and rural stores used in conjunction with agriculture - without the 

need for a planning permit.  Hotels and restaurants will be subject to a planning permit, and 

larger-scale retail uses will be prohibited. 

• Within the Green Wedge Zone, tourism-related uses such as a residential hotel, a restaurant 

and a function centre will be allowed subject to a planning permit, but those uses must be "in 

conjunction with" agriculture, outdoor recreation or other typically rural activities. Current 

restrictions on the intensity of a land use - for example room numbers and restaurant patron 

numbers - will be removed.   

• Green Wedge A Zone expressly seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity, natural resource, 

landscape and heritage values.  As in the Green Wedge Zone some tourism uses - including 

restaurants, function centres and group accommodation - will be allowed, subject to a planning 

permit, where those uses are in conjunction with agriculture, outdoor recreation or other rural 

activities. 

 

Publication of the new rural zones concludes the State Government's reform of Victoria's planning 

zones, which has also seen the introduction of new or reformed zones for residential, commercial 

and industrial land use across Victoria. 

   

Final versions of each rural zone can be found at the Department's website, 

http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning/theplanningsystem/improving-the-system/new-zones-for-

victoria/new-and-improved-rural-zones 

 


