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Environment News                                                          June 2013 

Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager, and Jarvis Weston, Senior Environment Supervisor. 

 
PEST PLANTS 

 
The goal is 3,000 hours this financial year. The financial year total to the end of May was 
3423 hours, so an excellent effort by the Environment Team. 
 
Follow up was achieved on the crucial autumn weeds. New and emerging weeds such as 
Sicilian Sea Lavender, Stinkwort and Umbrella Sedge, and other high priority weeds Kikuyu, 
Agapanthus, Red Hot Pokers, Blackberry, Blue periwinkle, Cape Ivy, Fat Hen, Polygala, 
Boxthorn, Cotoneaster, Hakea, Bushy Yate, Pinus radiata, Apple of Sodom, Ragwort, 
Horehound, Couch, Paspalum and Sea Spurge. 
 
Staff have also been concentrating on follow up of kikuyu and boxthorn infestations in 
penguin and shearwater habitat. Boxthorn removal at Cape Woolamai has been a major 
focus with the assistance of contractors, as part of a Victorian Government Coastcare grant. 
 

 
 

A Short-tailed shearwater that has succumbed to the thorny mass of a boxthorn bush on Cape Woolamai. 

 
 
REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 
 
Two ISV groups recently visited the Nature Parks for a two week period and assisted the 
Environment team with:  
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• building and installing penguin boxes on the Summerlands Peninsula 
• weed removal at Newhaven Swamp and on the Ramsar Project 
• revegetation projects at the KCC and the Penguin Parade 
• Helping out at Churchill Island and KCC and other Departments 

 
NAB volunteers (x35) helped celebrate World Environment Day on 5th June by taking part in 
penguin box building and planting at “Whitehorses” near the Nobbies (1200 plants).  
Another, smaller NAB group (x5) also helped out on the Whitehorses site on June 14th. 
 
Sunderland Bay /Surf Beach Coast Action Group tidied up and planted 260 plants around the 
Surfies Point Car Park on Sunday 16th June. 
 
 
PEST ANIMALS  

 
Ramsar Project 
 
Rabbit control at Fishers Wetland continues in an effort to eradicate rabbits from within 
exclusion fences.  Cat trapping continues along the coast and the removal of weeds such as 
Dolichos Pea and Polygala is occurring at Observation Point. 
 
Foxes and feral cats 
 
A male fox was shot at Kitty Miller Bay on 22nd April after a sighting from a local resident.  
This highlights the importance of reporting any fox sightings on Phillip Island as soon as 
possible, as staff can often respond immediately.  This time of year foxes are pairing up prior 
to mating so to remove a breeding adult from the population is a tremendous result.  
Island-wide fox baiting will conclude early July with recent fox activity being recorded at 
Swan Bay and Ventnor.   
 
In 2011/12, 163 feral and roaming cats were removed from PINP reserves and surrounds.  
To date in 2012/13, 135 feral and roaming cats have been removed.  A major trapping 
program is currently under way at Cape Woolamai with 18 cats trapped in 9 days. 
 
 

Please call 0419 369 365 if you have seen a fox 
on Phillip Island. 
 

 

WILDLIFE 

 
Hooded Plover and Gull Count 
 
The April Hooded Plover and Gull count found 48 Hooded plovers, 44 adults (the highest 
total for an April count so far) and 4 juveniles - two from Silverleaves, one from Elizabeth 
Cove, and one un-banded.  Most of the birds seem to have moved to the large flocks at 
Cape Woolamai and Forrest Caves-Surf Beach. 
 
The Pacific Gull count of 389 birds saw a return to good numbers. Birds were concentrated 
between Forrest Caves and the plateau at Cape Woolamai, feeding on the large numbers of 
dead Short-tailed Shearwater fledglings.  The Kelp Gull count was 36. 
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Sooty Oystercatcher numbers remained strong with 21 birds counted. Nine Pied 
Oystercatchers were seen which is less than usual, however a flock of 93 were seen at Rhyll 
and Observation Point on the 06/05/2013, so they must have been elsewhere. 
 
The next island-wide Hooded Plover and gull count is on Monday 5th August 2013.  Meet 
10:15am at the Environment Pod, 995 Ventnor Road, Ventnor. Contact Jon Fallaw 
jfallaw@penguins.org.au or 03 5951 2800. 
 
Koalas 
 
The KCC was recently successful in a grant application to the Dahl Trust that will see work 
done around the KCC to promote Eucalypts.  One of the most important tasks will be to have 
work done on the beautiful old Manna Gum that grows in front of the visitor centre.  This 
tree has been there since before Europeans arrived on Phillip Island and provides a 
wonderful link to the indigenous past of the island.  It also is a reminder of the importance of 
provenance indigenous vegetation and has been witness to the entire history of koalas on 
Phillip Island.  The work will promote the tree’s good health and structure with the aim of 
having it with us for many years to come.  A sign will detail the special nature of this 
particular tree. The grant will also enable us to establish Eucalyptus camaldulensis (Red 
gum) in the plantation using the seeds sourced from between Dandenong and Cranbourne, 
providing a potential seed source of this species once wide spread in the area.   
 
A recent thesis by Megan Larsen of Melbourne University showed a stress response by koalas 
based on the proximity of visitors and the noise they make.  With visitation to the KCC 
increasing Rangers are spending longer hours on the boardwalks looking after koalas and 
visitors. This enables us to pass on valuable conservation messages as well as keep the 
koalas content. 
 
Work in our koala browse plantation continues.  We are removing the stumps of trees that 
have been continually cut back over the past 22 years and are no longer providing usable 
browse for the koalas.  Later in the year after preparation of the site has been completed, 
we will replant some of the more palatable species. During June an International Student 
Volunteer group spent a day assisting our efforts. 
 
Friends of the Koalas have a habitat day on the first Saturday of each month see- 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~koalas/welcome.htm. 
 
 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

 
During the short-tailed shearwater migration we cared for 114 birds. Over half of these were 
released successfully. The others were either euthanased or died in care. A large number of 
shearwaters were washed up on the south coast beaches, both dead and alive. We had a 
number of phone calls from concerned members of the public. We explained to these people 
that this mortality level was natural and normal.  
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We have had 3 pelicans, all at different times. One had an 
injury from a fishing hook, 1 had nerve/soft tissue damage 
to the leg and the other had complications with its foot and 
wing. All were successfully released.  
 
We recently cared for an underweight barn owl that was 
found on the ground in Cowes, being swooped by other 
birds. He made a fast recovery and was released where we 
found him.  
 
We currently have 3 penguins and 3 possums in care. One 
of the penguins has just started his moult, which is very 
late. The other 2 are starved adults.  
 
We are currently undergoing some renovations at the 
centre, including sparrow proofing, shelter construction 
and penguin pen dividers.  
 

On the 21st and 22nd June we are holding our annual Oiled Wildlife Response training for 
carers, staff and the general public. Both sessions are fully booked, and we may run another 
if there is enough interest.  
 
 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

 
A risk audit was conducted on walking tracks and infrastructure around the entire park 
during May and any noted hazards have been mitigated or put into the works plan.  
 
An audit of trees overhanging and near pathways in the KCC and Oswin Roberts has been 
completed. Mitigation works have been conducted according to this audit and will be ongoing 
over the next 6 months. 
 
Work has been completed on the first stage of an upgrade of the track to Swan Lake.  Stage 
two will be completed in 2013/14. A new path has been constructed from the Volunteer 
house to the Pods area and a clean-up of the Works Yard has been completed. 
 
Work has also been undertaken in the KCC car parks and plantations to improve surfaces. 
 
 
SUMMERLAND PENINSULA 

 
This project is in its final days with all milestones achieved. This has been an enormous 
effort by the park to manage and conduct these works on such a large scale, which has 
made an enormous difference to the natural environment of the Summerland Peninsula. 
 
Milestones achieved include: 

• All houses removed from the Summerland Estate 
• All power poles and power lines removed, and power installed underground 

• Cultural heritage survey and assessment completed 
• A vegetation management plan completed 
• Weeds such as Kikuyu, Boxthorn, Thistle, Polygala, Pittosporum and woody weeds 

have been greatly reduced 
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• Revegetation with over 105,000 indigenous plants  
• Habitat rehabilitated with over 1500 penguin boxes constructed and installed 

 
 
FIRE 

 
The Nature Park is in the process of finalising the Woodlands Vegetation Management Plan 
which will assist and guide us in future fire management in woodland reserves around the 
Island, such as Oswin Roberts and Fiveways. We have been seeking feedback on this plan 
from agencies such as CFA and DEPI through the Municipal Fire Management Planning 
Committee (MFMPC). At the last MFMPC meeting, Helen Bull presented the final draft and 
conducted a discussion on her findings with the committee. The discussion produced a 
positive direction with the committee and Helen will produce the final report over the next 
month from the feedback received. We will revisit our Fire Operations Plan shortly for 2013-
2016 and adjust according to the recommendations from the Woodlands Vegetation 
Management Plan.  
 
Other planned burns include Berrys Beach and Kitty Miller Bay. The annual Short-tailed 
Shearwater migration is over allowing weed spraying to commence along sections of the flat 
at Berries Beach. The flat consisted of a lot of kikuyu grass strangling native vegetation and 
Shearwater habitat. Once the grass has died and cured and weather conditions favour 
burning, burns will possibly go ahead over the next month. 
 
Staff have also been burning the weed Boxthorn which was cut last year, located at Pyramid 
Rock and Swan Bay. Staff are also assisting our contractors with Boxthorn removal at Cape 
Woolamai and burning the removed weeds. 
 
The Phillip Island Nature Parks Fire Operations Plan 2012-16 is located at: 
http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-
management/ 
 
 

GRANTS 

 
Work around the Melbourne Water grant is currently underway with a local contractor 
spraying Tall Wheat Grass at Fisher’s Wetland. Planting will commence during winter/spring 
2013. 

 
Work has begun on the Coastcare grants for controlling weeds threatening Short-tailed 
Shearwater habitat at Kitty Miller Bay and Cape Woolamai. 
 
Plans for the boardwalk and staircase at Aussie Track are due within the next few months 
and construction will commence shortly afterwards. 
  
Planning for the Department of Environment and Primary Indurties (DEPI) Commuities for 
Nature grant to remove woody weeds in Shearwater habitat at Ventnor west and for 
subsequent revegetation works has commenced. 
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SIGNAGE 

 
The Park has recently begun work to replace walking trail signage at Cape Woolamai and to 
develop new Shearwater habitat protection signage (below). The Cape Woolamai project will 
be used as a template toward replacing other trail signage and interpretational signage 
within the Park. Funding has been granted for the next financial year to replace 
interpretational signage at the KCC and ‘Special Shorebird’ signage around the Park. 
 

 
 
The concept drawings of the trail signage for Cape Woolamai. 


