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Environment News                                                     October 2013 

Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager, and Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge 

 
PEST PLANTS 

 
A total of 1278 hours has been applied to weed management so far this financial year 
(excluding contractors). The goal is 3000 hours this financial year. 
 
Weed work during late winter included boxthorn follow up across the island especially along 
the NW coast on the Cape Woolamai cliffs at Magiclands. All piles were burnt and areas 
prepared for return of the shearwaters. Scott Campbell continued kikuyu follow up on the 
Cape Woolamai plateau and trialled burning and then lifting the root mass. A variety of spring 
weeds have been tackled in other reserves; especially, thistles, inkweed, polygala, gorse, 
pittosporum, smokeweed, horehound, cape ivy, pine, hemlock, buffalo grass, apple of sodom, 
coprosma, capeweed.  
 
The Nature Park has been working for many years to eradicate boxthorn from the Park, the 
Bass Coast Landcare Network ‘Boxthorn be Gone’ project is a chance to eradicate it completely 
from Phillip Island. The project has received government funding as boxthorn is now listed as 
a weed of national significance, targeting boxthorn from Phillip Island to Tarwin. The Nature 
Park has been working closely with Landcare and Bass Coast Shire Council and there has been 
great uptake so far particularly around Phillip Island and the Anderson Peninsula. This project 
involves a 50/50 incentive to fund contractor works. We are particularly pleased that a few 
properties along the NW coast have taken advantage of the grant. 
 
 

REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

 
Revegetation is starting to wind up as the ground slowly dries out, however we are still 
attempting to finish off projects.  
 
National Australia Bank volunteers recently assisted rangers with planting at Cape Woolamai 
and in the plantation at the Koala Conservation Centre (KCC). 
 
We have also had many school groups help out with environmental activities including 
planting out at Fishers Wetland and weed 
work on the Summerlands Peninsula. 
 
Ranger Stefan Poll has worked hard to help 
kick start a new volunteer group, Kitty Miller 
Bay Coastcare Group. Their works will be 
focused around Kitty Miller Bay and the 
surrounding area.  
 
A reminder that Sunderland Bay/Surf Beach 
Coastcare Group meet on the third Sunday 
of the month at Surfies Point Car park, and 
the Friends of Koalas meet on the first 
Saturday of the month. Both groups recently 
had successful community planting days. 
 

         NAB volunteers planting at Cape Woolamai 
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PEST ANIMALS  

 
Foxes 
A survey for fox evidence was conducted in August during a visit by members of the Invasive 
Species Branch from Tasmania’s Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and 
Environment (DPIPWE).  Fox scats which were found at 3 locations on Phillip Island are 
currently being genotyped to help gain a better understanding of Phillip Island’s fox 
population. These areas are now being targeted with intensive control efforts.  Island-wide 
fox baiting is also underway to target any breeding foxes and litters.  It is estimated there 
are less than 10 foxes remaining on Phillip Island and the use of trained dogs is considered 
to increase the degree of detecting these foxes.  A trainer is currently being sought to 
provide two Fox Detection Dogs for the Fox Eradication Program to complete the eradication 
program and help protect Phillip Island’s wildlife and livestock from these introduced 
predators.  
 

Please call 0419369365 if you have seen a fox on Phillip Island 
 
Cats 
Feral cat trapping is occurring along the south and west coasts to help protect Hooded 
Plover and Shearwater habitat.  To date, 42 feral cats have been removed from Phillip 
Island. 
 
Rabbits 
The development of a Phillip Island Community Rabbit Working Group has been proposed 
and endorsed by Landcare, Bass Coast Shire Council and Phillip Island Nature Parks.  
Community representatives will be sought to join the group and help develop a Phillip Island 
5-Year Community Rabbit Control Strategy with a coordinated and systematic approach to 
addressing this threat to biodiversity on Phillip Island. 
 

WILDLIFE 

 
Hooded Plover  

 
First hoodie nest at Surf Beach      Volunteers releasing hoodie at Inverloch 
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The first nest was found at Surfies Point on the 7/10/13. This first nest was laid at about the 
same time as last year. All data is being added to the My Hoodie Portal. 
 
The Nature Parks was involved in the rescue of a hoodie at Inverloch caught expertly by 
researcher Kasun Ekanayake (see photo). The bird was attended to by Inverloch vet Louise 
Flinker, before being returned to the beach. 
 

Next Count: Friday 01st November 2013. Meet 08:30am at the Environment Pod, 995 
Ventnor Road, Ventnor.  Contact Jon Fallaw jfallaw@penguins.org.au or 03 5951 2800. 

 
Koalas 
A wet winter has seen the wetland at the KCC fill to capacity again.  As the weather warms 
up, there is a huge amount of life utilising this valuable resource including a family of black 
swans with four cygnets and the occasional visits of a royal spoonbill. 
 
Our monthly koala counts (where we are joined by the Friends of the Koalas to survey our 
koala population) now includes a bird survey.  Over the past couple of months, two to three 
dozen birds have been found in the two hours of the survey. 
 
Plans are well under way for the annual koala catches in November.  This year we will be 
joined by Kath Handasyde from Melbourne University, and Elizabeth Neilson who is working 
in collaboration with Monash University to study the way koalas use some of the compounds 
found in the leaves they eat. 
 
We have recently completed planting for this year in our browse plantation.  Almost 700 
manna, blue and swamp gums were planted in total.  Work will continue to reinvigorate the 
plantation over the coming years. 
 
Friends of the Koalas have a habitat day on the first Saturday of each month see-  
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~koalas/welcome.htm 
 
 
WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

 
Currently in care is 1 duckling, 2 juvenile magpies, 1 fan-tailed cuckoo and 3 young 
possums, all of which have been orphaned or abandoned, with the exception of the fan-
tailed cuckoo that collided with a window. The orphaned/abandoned animals will be in care 
for some time, until they’re able to support themselves in the wild.  
 
Due to the recent strong winds wildlife rehabilitation rangers have attended a number of 
nestling and fledgling birds who have been blown from their nests. In most cases we have 
been able to put the birds and the nest back in the tree, where their parents continue to 
care for them. In these situations we have been educating the public regarding the 
importance of reuniting young birds with their parents wherever possible. 
  
Improvements to the wildlife rehabilitation centre continue to take place. We have almost 
completed the sparrow proofing around external pens, to ensure that sparrows do not eat 
food left out for animals in care. We have also installed a moth trap, so we can catch moths 
over-night to feed to insectivorous animals. We have been purchasing items with grant 
money from Department of Primary Industries (DEPI) to assist with oil spills e.g. trestle 
tables, clocks, jugs, nets, calipers and binoculars. We have also been purchasing items to 
assist in the day to day running of the centre e.g. a high pressure hose, new tables for 
possum pens, and a GPS navigation device. We have been investigating the possibilities of 
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obtaining some storage sheds, a pool cover, and a drainable pool for ducks and geese. We 
have also been looking into the possible installation of additional windows to allow more 
natural light in the intensive care rooms.  
 
 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

 
A quarterly risk audit was conducted in August and subsequent works have been carried out 
on walking tracks and infrastructure around the entire park. Significantly noted hazards have 
been mitigated or put into the works plan.  
 
Recent severe weather events have resulted in vigilance by rangers and works crews in 
repairing boardwalks and severe erosion of tracks, clearing fallen trees and closing sections 
of reserves due to extreme climatic conditions or until necessary works take place. 
 
Tree risk remediation works at the KCC, Fiveways and Oswin Roberts are ongoing as 
weather permits. 
 
Work has been completed on the upgrade of the track to Swan Lake.  Further tracks works 
are planned for Conservation Hill, Surfies Point and Forrest Caves as the ground dries out. 
 
 

SUMMERLAND PENINSULA 

 
The Summerland Rehabilitation Project is now complete with all milestones achieved. This 
has been an enormous effort by the Nature Parks staff to manage and conduct these works 
on such a large scale, which has made an enormous difference to the natural environment of 
the Summerland Peninsula. 
 
Environment staff are now busy following up revegetation and weed control projects to 
ensure we maintain and build on the conservation gains made through this project. 
 
Quite a significant moment occurred in the history of the Peninsula recently when the 
internal roads of the Summerland Estate were formally discontinued. Council has now 
commenced the process to transfer the land to the Crown. The Nature Park can then start to 
look at implementing some of the Summerlands Master Plan recommendations i.e. 
walking/biking trails through the estate and around the Peninsula. 
 
We are also working with Bass Coast Shire Council to install a gate at the northern end of St 
Helens Rd to further protect penguins as they waddle back to their burrows along the road 
at night.  
 
 
FIRE 

 
As part of the spring burning program, a 4-hectare burn was completed at Cape Woolamai. 
The burn is to help reduce ground fuel loads by removing weed biomass before the nesting 
short-tailed shearwaters return early this month. Other planned burns for the season, 
(weather permitting) include Kitty Miller Bay and Berry’s Beach.  
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Senior Ranger Scott Campbell lighting up the back burn at Cape Woolamai 
 
 
Staff have been burning Boxthorn piles located at Cape Woolamai, Pyramid Rock and Swan 
Bay which were cut last year. 
 
The Fire Operations Plan 2013-2016 has been drafted. This plan is currently being reviewed 
internally and will soon be available for public comment. Environment staff will undergo a fire 
training exercise in November, PPE has been audited, and slip-on units are to be serviced in 
November/December. 
 
As part of the recommendations from the recently completed Woodlands Bushfire 
Assessment report, a contractor is currently removing logs, widening and slashing tracks in 
the Oswin Roberts Reserve. Gates for the southern end of the reserve have also been 
purchased and are ready to be installed. The gates are to allow the reserve to be closed off 
on days of Total Fire Bans or of extreme weather conditions. Clearing of vegetation around 
the Koala Conservation Centre has also started in relation to the Woodlands Bushfire 
Assessment report. Staff are about to conduct fuel break maintenance around the park for 
the upcoming fire season. 
 
The current PINP Fire Operations Plan 2012-16 located at 
http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-
management/ however the new plan will be here shortly for comment. 
 

GRANTS 

 
Work associated with the Melbourne Water grant is currently underway with a local 
contractor spraying Bridal Creeper adjacent to wetland reserves.  
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All works have been completed for the Coastcare grants controlling weeds threatening Short-
tailed Shearwater habitat at Kitty Miller Bay and Cape Woolamai.  
 
Plans for the staircase at Aussie Track have been completed and construction is scheduled to 
commence during the next few weeks. 
 
All works for this season for the DEPI Commuities for Nature grant to remove woody weeds 
in Shearwater habitat at Ventnor west and for subsequent revegetation works have been 
completed, with follow up weed control and revegetation scheduled for next year. 
 

A grant has been received from ExxonMobil Australia and DEPI to assist with the 
development and activation an oil spill training scenario for the Nature Parks. 
 
Work has commenced around development of interpretation material for the KCC using 
funds from a grant received from the Dahl Trust for the project entitled: The Phillip Island – 
Eucalyptus Care, Protection and Education project. 
 
Grants have been received from DEPI to support upgrades and training at the Nature Parks 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre. 
 
The Penguin Foundation has received grants from the Mazda Foundation and National 
Geographic to support the work of the Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre. 
 
The Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority have been successful 
in obtaining a grant for the Western Port Ramsar Project of $700,000.  The Nature Parks is 
one of the delivery partners for this grant.  Final distribution of funds between the partners is 
in discussion. 
 

Corangamite Catchment Management Authority funds (Caring for our Country grant) 
obtained through a bidding process have allowed control of weeds in saltmarsh areas at the 
entrance to Churchill Island. 
 
We were unsuccessful in obtaining a grant to replace the damaged east boardwalk at Smiths 
Beach through the DEPI Coastal Risk Mitigation Program.  

 
We have recently applied for a grant through the Western Port Biospheres Growing 
Connections project to follow up revegetation and weed control works on the Summerland 
Peninsula. 
 
We are about to submit a grants application to the Port Phillip Western Port Catchment 
Management Authority under the Community Grants program 2013/14 to continue weed 
control and revegetation on Cape Woolamai, and also to Melbourne Water under the River 
Health Incentives Program for weed control around wetlands.
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SIGNAGE 

 

The park is currently finalising draft artwork to replace the walking trail and interpretation 
signage at Cape Woolamai (below). It is anticipated that the new signage will be installed 
before Christmas. The Cape Woolamai project will be used as a template for the rest of the 
park to replace trail signage and interpretational signage.  
 
The KCC is also undergoing a signage refresh with artwork also in draft. 
 
 

 
 
Walking trail sign for Cape Woolamai 


