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Congratulations Phillip Island Nature Parks - finalist in the 
Premier's Sustainability Awards 2013 
 
Phillip Island Nature Parks has been named as a finalist in the Premier's Sustainability 
Awards for their work in saving the Summerland Peninsula, home of the world famous Little 
Penguin colony. 
 
Sustainability Victoria CEO, Stan Krpan, congratulated the Phillip Island Nature Parks team 
for their innovative project and said they were an excellent example of leadership in 
sustainability. 
 
"Their work has been recognised by the awards judges in the Environmental Protection 
category for their outstanding contribution to sustainability. The vision and innovation 
shown by all finalists is what makes Victoria an international leader in sustainability,” he 
said.   
 
The Summerland Peninsula is home to Phillip Island’s last remaining penguin colony. There 
were once 10. In the 1980's, the future of the penguin population was uncertain. A housing 
estate on the peninsula presented many dangers to the colony. Little Penguins were being 
killed by cars, foxes, dogs and feral cats. Their habitat was being destroyed by houses, fire 
and weed invasion.  
 
In conjunction with the State Government, the Penguin Protection Plan was developed and 
launched in 1985. This paper included a raft of measures to protect the Little Penguins and 
their habitat, including road closures, fox control and a buy back of the housing estate to 
reclaim the peninsula for the penguins. The program was completed in 2012.   
 
The Summerland Peninsula is now protected with a comprehensive Master Plan which 
outlines the future of this special place. 
 
Now in their 11th year, the Premier’s Sustainability Awards celebrate efficient use of water, 
resources and energy, better waste management and recycling practices, the enhancement 
of the environment and effective, practical community action. 
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Finalists have been chosen in seven categories: Innovative Products or Services, 
Infrastructure and Buildings, Education, Environmental Protection, Small and Medium 
Enterprises, Large Business and Community.  Winners will be selected from each category. 
 
In addition to these awards, the Premier will personally select two overall winners: the 
Premier's Recognition Award and the Premier's Regional Recognition Award.  
 
The Premier’s Regional Recognition Award will focus on a regional finalist who has 
demonstrated significant benefit for regional Victoria. 
 
The overall winner will receive the Premier’s Recognition Award, which focuses on 
exemplary leadership and innovation in sustainability. All award winners, whether regional 
or metropolitan will be eligible for the Premier’s Recognition Award.  
 
Winners will be announced at the awards night on Tuesday 22 October, at Peninsula A, 
Shed 14 Central Pier, 161 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands. Tickets are now available for 
purchase and will close on Monday 14 October.  
 
Visit www.sustainabilityawards.vic.gov.au for more comprehensive finalists' profiles and 
images, queries and ticket information.  
 
For media information, contact Cath Newell on 0423 587 478. 
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