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Community and Environment Advisory Committee Minutes 
 

Meeting held: 4:00pm, Thursday 17th December 2015 at the Education Pod (Summerlands) 

1 Welcome & Apologies 

1.1 The Chair declared the meeting open at 4:05pm, acknowledged the traditional custodians of this land and paid respect to their elders past and present.  

Attendance / Apologies are listed below:  

Environment Committee: Andrew Paxton (CHAIR and Board), Liz Stinson (Board), Gavan O’Connor, Penny Manning, Tania Maddigan, Mike Cleeland, Derek Hibbert (for Deirdre 
Griepsma – bass Coast Shire Council), Tim Ealey, Joel Geoghegan, 

Community Committee: Stephen Davie (CHAIR and Board), Shelley Lavender (Board), Stephen Fullarton, Michael Whelan, Margaret Hancock, Patsy Hunt, Jan Fleming, Anne 
Davie, Jane Daly, Christine Grayden, Pauline Taylor. 

In Attendance: Jeff Floyd (Board Chair), Kevin Love (Board), Matthew Jackson (Chief Executive Officer), Dr Roz Jessop (Environment Manager), Jarvis Weston (Ranger in 

Charge), Hayley Smith (Executive Assistant - Minutes). 

Apologies: Deirdre Griepsma, Deborah Holland, Bessie Tyers, Cr. Kimberley Brown, Lois Gaskin. 

The Chair acknowledged the contribution by Stella Axarlis, previous Chair of the Community Advisory Committee and Andrew Paxton who continues as Chair of the Environment 
Advisory Committee. 

Members each introduced themselves and groups they represent, including new Board Members Liz Stinson and Shelley Lavender. 

2 Minutes from Previous Meetings ACTIONS STATUS 

2.1 The minutes of the Community and Environment Advisory Committee meeting held 25 June 2015 were accepted as a true and 
correct record with the below change to section 7.9: 

        ….. which raised $400 for the Barb Martin Bush Bank Habitat Fund. 

  

3 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes ACTIONS STATUS 

3.1 2015 Short-tailed Shearwater Program   (FROM APRIL 2015 MEETING) 

This year’s breeding season has been positive and numbers are up again to original levels. 185 birds have been rescued off the 
roads, and 185 have been found dead so far. The bridge lights are being turned off for 10 days this year. Committee members 
noted that a debrief will be provided at the next advisory committee meeting. 

 

Ranger in Charge to 
provide a debrief on 
the 2015 Short-tailed 
Shearwater Rescue 
Program at the next 
advisory committee 
meeting. 

Complete. 

3.2 Signage Strategy for Rhyll and Observation Point  (FROM APRIL 2015 MEETING) 

Response: The Nature Parks must comply with the regulations applicable for the area. (ACTION) Ranger in Charge will further 

discuss speed limits in the Observation Point / Rhyll Inlet with Parks Victoria. Committee members showed support for the area 
to have a speed limit of 5 knots. 

UPDATE FEBRUARY 2016: Parks Victoria informed the Nature Park that the speed limits are for safety reasons. There 
are currently 5 knot restrictions inside Rhyll Inlet, but not around Observation Point. 

Ranger in Charge will 
further discuss speed 
limits in the 
Observation Point / 
Rhyll Inlet with Parks 
Victoria. 

 
UPDATE: See left. 
 
Complete. 
 
 

3.3 Dead Penguin at Flynns  (FROM APRIL 2015 MEETING) 

Comment: Pauline Taylor raised concern regarding a dead penguin she had seen above the shoreline at Flynns Beach that 
morning which appeared to have a puncture mark on its body. 
Response: Ranger in Charge will investigate. (ACTION) 

UPDATE: The dead penguin was investigated and nothing suspicious was detected (i.e. the puncture wound was most 
likely post-mortem, not fox). 

Ranger in Charge to 
investigate report of 
the dead penguin at 

Flynns Beach. 

UPDATE: See left. 
 
Complete. 
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3.4 Phillip Island Wallabies and Landcare  (FROM JUNE 2015 MEETING) 

Mike Cleeland discussed the high cost of effective wallaby-proof fencing (around $20 per meter). He advised that Landcare can 
contribute $6.00 per meter and farmers can also plant trees to help, however wallabies have eaten trees which were planted at 
Scenic Estate.  

Response: An update by the Nature Parks’ wallaby project PHD student can be organised for the next available committee 

meeting (ACTION). By June 2016, a population estimate will be available. The study will also provide a variety of other 
information on wallabies including stomach content, roadkill locations, and much more data. 

Update by the Nature 
Parks’ wallaby project 
Research student will 
be organised for the 
next available 
committee meeting 
(December 2015). 

Scheduled for 
February 2016 
meeting due to 
agenda constraints in 
December. 

3.5 New Nature Parks Board   (FROM JUNE 2015 MEETING) 

The term for current Board members expires in September 2015. A decision regarding the new Board will be made by 
Government in late August. Committee members will get to meet new Board members.  

Committee members were invited to an Afternoon Tea on Thursday 27 August at 4:00pm at the Education Pod (last Board 
Meeting for committee chair, Stella Axarlis who is retiring from the Board). **Please RSVP to Hayley.  

Stella Axarlis was given a gift of flowers and acknowledged for her contribution over the past 12 years by committee members.  

Executive Assistant to 
email committee 
members details of 
the Afternoon Tea on 
27 August. 
Committee members 
to RSVP. 

Complete (15.7.15). 

4 Phillip Island Nature Parks Update ACTIONS STATUS 

4.1 General Nature Parks Update - CEO: 

 Nature Parks’ visitation continues to be very positive at 42,000 visitors ahead of last year. This includes a significant increase 
of visitation by RACV members (previously around 400 per month and now 1500-2000 per month) as a result of the new 
partnership between the Nature Parks and RACV.  

 We anticipate another huge Chinese New Year which commences 8 February 2016. There is a lot of excitement within the 
China market for Phillip Island and the Nature Parks’ new attractions.  

 Penguins Plus was officially opened on 18 November and is sold out until 8 January 2016. With the new platform and 
underground viewing, capacity is now 400 people.  

 The Nobbies Centre will be officially opened on 23 December 2016 in partnership with WWF-Australia. We look forward to 
sharing this with community. 

Comment: Patsy Hunt asked if the exhibition was already open and Jane Daly requested timing for the launch.   

Response: The CEO advised that the exhibition is open (‘soft’ opening prior to peak period) and added that there will be a 

shuttle bus running between Nobbies and Penguin Parade over the peak period, assisting environmental impacts and parking 
issues. Timing for the launch is 11am-1pm 

 Congratulations to the Shearwater Festival Working Group on another successful event this year. The Nature parks will again 
be supporting the event next year. The Nature Parks’ Reconciliation Action Plan 2015-18 was launched at the festival (hard 
copies are available for committee members on request). 

 The Nature Parks recently won silver at this year’s Tourism Awards. Congratulations to Bass Coast Shire Council on their 
award and to Wildlife Coast Cruises, this is very positive for Phillip Island! 

Comment: Michael Whelan asked who won the Tourism Awards. 

Response: Sovereign Hill. 

 Preparation for development of the Cape Woolamai Master Plan has commenced with the design consultant to be appointed 
by the end of December. Consultation on the first draft will take place in June-July 2016 which will include a submission 
process. 

Comment: Mike Cleeland asked if the plan will review signage.  

Response: Yes. 

 Local organisations; Nature Parks, Phillip Island RSL, Destination Phillip Island and Council have come together to fund a pilot 
program for a free tourist bus on Phillip Island “Island Explorer Bus” from 28 Dec – 13 March (77 days). The bus, on a ‘park 
and ride’ model, will run on a timetable stopping at many Phillip Island attractions aiming to reduce cars and move people 
around the Island more efficiently, especially at beaches. Visitor and usage data will be collected over the trial. 

Comment: Gavan O’Connor enquired regarding times the bus will run. Jane Daly enquired regarding signage and location of 

bus stops. 

Response: The CEO advised that timing will be from 10am – 11pm and that bus stops will include signage. Taxis will be 
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utilised for passengers with restricted mobility. 

Comment: Steve Fullarton asked if timing can be earlier for surfers and asked if reintroducing traffic control at beach areas 

was being considered. Steve discussed a previous traffic control arrangement where a person turned away traffic when the 
beach was at capacity, to help the environment. 

Response: The CEO detailed feedback from surfers who wouldn’t ride the bus (with their surf board). Traffic control is not 

being considered at this stage, but may come out of the Master Plan. The CEO highlighted opportunities for Summerlands 
Beach and its facilities for use by surfers, families and surf lifesavers which is currently under discussion to assist capacity). 
Electronic signage is also used in key areas to assist capacity.  

Comment: Mike Cleeland highlighted concern among the community regarding capacity issues on Phillip Island and 

discussed the concept of diversions to other locations (example: Kilcunda). He also highlighted that frustrated visitors ignore 
signs after long travel times and waiting periods and try their luck. 

Response: The CEO discussed that it is the view to keep visitors on Phillip Island and improve management strategies.  

Comment: Steve Fullarton enquired regarding capacity for lifesavers to service Summerlands Beach. 

Response: The concept is in discussion including with the surf lifesavers (who have shown interest). Other considerations 

include operations of the Penguin Parade and possible impacts to the penguin colony.  

Comments: Penny Manning raised that many younger generation community members do not buy newspapers and they are 

less likely to see advertisements by the Nature Parks.  

Response: The CEO discussed signage strategies under review.  

 Dr Peter Dann, Research Manager has recently achieved 35 years’ service at Phillip Island Nature Parks. 

 The Nature Parks’ recommendation of marker buoys for educational purposes to raise awareness of significant environmental 
areas within the Rhyll Special Management Area was declined by Parks Victoria, despite Nature Parks offering to provide 
funding. The CEO will discuss the matter further with the Minister’s office. 

4.2 Environment Update – Coasts and Wetlands Senior Ranger 

 Two Hooded Plover chicks were recently banded at Forrest Caves which, we have had the best start to a breeding season 
ever! 

 Thank you to all Nature Parks volunteers, including Hooded Plover Watch and the work they do to protect this threatened 
species. 

 Wallaby research is progressing well! We now have lots of new data detailing spatial ecology, which assists with determining 
movement patterns through different habitats. The study also includes foraging impacts on pasture and native vegetation as 
well as social impacts, including a survey of 1500 people on perception of the wallaby population. 

Comment: Christine Grayden asked if this part of the study looks at effects on the actual wallaby or effects on the 

environment.   

Response: Environment (vegetation).  

 The Nature Parks’ request for new marker buoys around Rhyll Inlet to designate the Rhyll Special Management Area has been 
declined. New interpretational signage been installed including at our new shelters at Conservation Hill and McIlwraith Road. 
Parks Victoria has provided recommendations on other things we can do for environmental protection in this area and we will 
also have input ongoing for any updates to Parks Victoria signage. 

 Our rangers will be out and about this summer, including focusing on dogs on beaches and monitoring Hooded Plover areas, 
Spew Hill and Scenic Estate. There will also be an increased ranger presence around Nobbies car parking and traffic 
management.  

Comment: Margaret Hancock enquired regarding echidna numbers as she had received feedback that the population seems to 

have increased.  

Response: There is no data available to support this however Environment staff have seen more of them around.  

Comment: Gavan O’Connor commented that he had seen many rabbits around affected by the myxomatosis virus and asked if 

a new strain had been released.  
Response: No new strain, the virus comes through every now and then.  

Comment: Christine Grayden raised concern regarding the flat-tyre bikes and asked if there is adequate signage for them at 

Observation Point. 

Response: Rangers can assist by informing users of environmental considerations (educational approach) if perceived 
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necessary, and can also ask users to leave a specific area, if they are damaging the environment.  

Comment: Patsy Hunt discussed concerns for wildlife (particularly Hooded Plovers), that the bikes go everywhere (including 

rock platforms) at fast speeds, and are not a good ‘fit’ for beach areas. 

Comment: Christine Grayden commented that the bikes are the latest ‘craze’ which continues to increase in popularity.  

Response: The CEO confirmed that the Nature Parks has received no permit applications as yet (a permit is necessary if the 

bikes are a commercial operation on along the foreshore/crown land).  

Comment: Deborah Holland asked if Council has distributed information or leaflets on Hooded Plovers and on suggested 

behaviours for bike users, including speed.  

Response: Derek Hibbert (Council) advised that Council had distributed information and the operator also provides a briefing to 

hirers. 

Comment: Mike Cleeland enquired regarding a trial of lob guns in progress in the bush at King Island.  

Response: The Nature Parks is in touch with the facilitators and receives updates.  

Comment: Mike Cleeland enquired regarding eradication of feral cats and also possible consequences (i.e. mice plague). He 

flagged possible unexpected repercussions and discussed an example (dingo program). 

Response: The Nature Parks is working with Council (Domestic Animal Management Plan Advisory Committee) which has 

included discussion on tightening domestic cat laws (compulsory de-sexing and cat curfews), control techniques and 
development of a program similar to the Nature Parks’ fox eradication program. Our team will commence a stronger focus on cat 
eradication further into the next stage of the bandicoot program (Research projects will assist to inform possible repercussions).  

Comment: Christine Grayden raised that Park Lake Penguin Resort has a cat containment policy and Jan Fleming commented 

that Cranbourne Gardens (estate) does not allow cats in the estate.  

Comment: Jan Fleming the concept of a possible community culture change program which could be helpful with cats (e.g. 

badges on houses) similar to the program used to promote a reduction in water usage.  

Comment: Tim Ealey discussed other methods of protecting wildlife from cats including keeping them confined over certain 

periods and louder bells on collars.  

Comment: Penny Manning raised concern regarding a new feral bird species “Pheasants” at the Cowes golf course near 

Silverleaves.  

5 Presentation: Country Fire Authority (CFA) Bass Coast ACTIONS STATUS 

5.1 Scott Hamilton (Brigade Support Officer) and Damien O’Connor (Group Officer) from the CFA provided a presentation to the 
group. The presentation highlighted: 

 CFA preparations for the upcoming fire season and CFA’s Strategic Control Priorities 

 Preliminary investigation suggests an above normal 2015-16 Bushfire Season across Victoria. 

 Bureau of Meteorology weather patterns (conditions are much drier than last year). 

 Warnings (also shown via YouTube) “don’t hesitate, don’t wait” including via radio, phone app, telephone, social media, sirens, 
and many other sources. It is the responsibility of community members to stay informed. 

 Emergency.vic.gov.au is an excellent reference website with new technology and pictures of locations. 

 The Nature Parks works with the CFA on the Municipal Fire Management Planning Committee. 

The presentation is enclosed as Attachment 1. 

Comment: Mike Cleeland enquired regarding the 5% drop of fuel reduction burns by Government, how it affects Phillip Island 

(and does it apply now) and around obligations to carry out burns.  

Response: The drop was due to the season arriving early. Crown Land managers do the controlled burns. The 5% drop is 

currently being reviewed. 

Comment: Kevin Love enquired about information sources for residents regarding high fire risk areas. 

Response: Sources include consultation with business owners, information kits given out, leaflets, signage in key areas, links on 

local authority websites and social media.  

Comment: Tim Ealey asked if Coronet Bay would be at risk of spot fires due to embers (if there was a fire) at French Island.  

Response: It is possible depending on conditions and the species of tree throwing the embers.  
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Comment: Tim Ealey enquired regarding the likelihood of dry lightning strikes and fire storms in February. He also enquired 

regarding scenarios that the CFA may not handle/respond to. 

Response: CFA planning includes worse case scenarios, prevention and minimising risk (the biggest risk this year being lack of 

ground moisture).  

Comment: Margaret Hancock asked if planes not being able to land at the Phillip Island airfield was a disadvantage for the CFA 

air fleet. 

Response: CFA can land there if needed under the Emergency Management Act. A permanent set up for the air fleet including 

re-fuelling is located at Tyabb.  

6 2015 Short-Tailed Shearwater Program Debrief ACTIONS STATUS 

6.1 Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge provided a presentation to the group regarding the 2015 Short-Tailed Shearwater Program. 

The presentation is included as Attachment 2. 

Comment: Tim Ealey asked why the birds found along the beach are in such poor condition. 

Response: These birds have only just made it home (washed up), a difficult journey. 

  

7 Matters Arising and Advice from Committee Members: ACTIONS STATUS 

7.1 Phillip Island Landcare – Mike Cleeland 

 Mike Cleeland has been re-elected as President of Phillip Island Landcare.  

 The group has set its meeting dates for the year, Bunny Boiler event dates and tree-planting arrangements for the year 
(27,000 trees!). 

 Green Army funding for the year has been reduced by nearly half.  

 Thank you to Nature Parks for maintaining a good relationship with Landcare under the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)  

Mike also acknowledged the success of control of serrated tussock. 

 

 

7.2 Friends of Churchill Island Society (FOCIS) – Christine Grayden 

 Period conservation builders recently inspected the historical buildings at Churchill Island over 2 days (awaiting report). 

 Churchill Island volunteers enjoyed a festive lunch yesterday (16.12.15) with around 20 volunteers in attendance. 

 FOCIS had a working bee and undertook a big spring clean!  

 The position of Gardener is currently vacant and interviews are in progress. 

 

 

7.3 Walking Tracks 

Jane Daly provided positive feedback regarding the maintenance and appearance of walking tracks and new signage at Rhyll. 
Jane also made a request that the trees located at the end of McIlwraith Road be kept.  

 

 

7.4 Mangrove Planting 

Tim Ealey advised that he is available to assist with mangrove planting if needed.  

 
 

7.5 Revegetation at Surf Beach 

Gavan O’Connor provided positive feedback regarding revegetation at Surf Beach. 

 
 

7.6 Island Explorer Free Bus 

Michael Whelan provided positive feedback on the concept and suggested a longer trial.  

 
 

7.7 Friends of Scenic Estate 

Michael Whelan advised that the group is assisting with work on weed control. If anyone would like to join the group, please 
contact Michael Whelan (contact Michael directly or via Hayley executiveassistant@penguins.org.au).   

 

 

7.8 2016 Shearwater Festival 

Anne Davie advised that planning has commenced for this year’s festival. This year’s plans include performances by students 

 
 

mailto:executiveassistant@penguins.org.au
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from Wonthaggi Primary (singing). 

7.9 Bee Box at Conservation Hill 

Penny Manning (on behalf of Bessie Tyers) enquired regarding testing of the sentinel bee box at Conservation Hill.  

Response: The Environment Manager advised that a bee specialist has visited and two hives will be installed at Conservation 

Hill.  

 

 

7.10 Washout Basin 

Penny Manning asked if the Nature Parks had had involvement in the proposed planning for a retarding basin for stormwater 
from the Woolamai House development.  

Response: The Nature Parks is not involved (this is a DELWP matter) and hasn’t received any further information on the matter 

since the VCAT application was withdrawn.  

 

 

7.11 Friends of Koalas  - Patsy Hunt 

The recent Koala Catch was very successful. Danielle Auldist (new Nature Parks Board Member) attended with her son and 
observed koalas being examined. Around 30 species of birds were seen over a period of 2 hours!  

 

 

7.12 Boat Tour Feedback 

Margaret Hancock provided positive feedback regarding Nature Parks staff member Graeme Burgan and 
commentary/knowledge he provided on a boat tour she undertook during the 2015 Shearwater Festival. The tour included San 
Remo Jetty and Cape Woolamai Beach. Margaret suggested more regular tours of these areas and highlighted her observation 
of the significant change in vegetation at Cape Woolamai. 

 

 

7.13 Phillip Island Conservation Society (PICS) – Anne Davie 

 PICS has developed a new brochure with the aim to increase membership.  

 The Nature Parks is now providing PICS members 25% off entry to its paid attractions. 

 

 

7.14 Bass Coast Shire Council – Derek Hibbert 

Council’s draft Natural Environment Sustainability Strategy 2016-26 is currently out for community consultation (currently out for 
comment until 31 January 2016). The document is a high-level strategic document that will set the future direction for Council’s 
Environment function. Community information sessions and targeted stakeholder sessions in currently in progress. An 
information sheet was tabled and left for committee members (also accessible via Council’s website).  

ACTION: Executive Assistant to email information and website link to committee members.  

Executive Assistant to 
email information and 
website link to 
committee members. 

Complete. 

18.12.15 

8 Other Business   

8.1 None.   

9 Next Meeting   

9.1 The Chair and CEO thanked committee members, management team members and presenters for their contribution. 

The meeting was closed at 6:52pm.  

Committee members noted the date of the next meeting which is Thursday 25 February 2016. 
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Phillip Island Nature Parks 
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 

Seasonal Weather Outlook 

Video by the Bureau of 

Meteorology 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdM5UwdtF-M 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdM5UwdtF-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdM5UwdtF-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdM5UwdtF-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdM5UwdtF-M


3 

Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 

State Strategic Control Priorities 

1. Protection and preservation of life is 

paramount. 

2. Issuing of community information and 

community warnings. 

3. Protection of critical infrastructure and 

community assets. 

4. Protection of residential property. 

5. Protection of assets supporting individual 

livelihoods and economic production. 

6. Protection of environment and conservation 

assets 
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Chief Officers Intent 2015-2016 

 

Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 

Through the application of the State control priorities, 

the intent is to minimise the impacts of emergencies 

and enable affected communities to focus on their 

recovery as early as practicable. In doing this , we 

reinforce the need to: 

 

• Take care of yourselves and take care of each other 

• Protect  life and property with determination 

• Demonstrate active leadership in our communities 

• Work as one 

• Be ready 
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 

Warnings and Advice 

Messages Video 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CTSM6JoB4Y   

 

   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CTSM6JoB4Y


Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 



Safety 

• Promote Dynamic Risk Assessment (DRA) and Tree Hazard Safety 

• Ensure the use of salmon cards and report incidents 

• Document and communicate safety risks and controls 

• Manage fatigue to reduce risk 

• Allocate a team to manage serious OHS incidents. 



Bushfire Outlook 2015-16 

• The Seasonal Bushfire Outlook for southern Australia.  

• A preliminary investigation of factors affecting the fire season outlook for 

2015-16 point to an above normal season across most of Victoria. 

 

• Strong likelihood the season will begin 

early.  

• Factors affecting grass growth and 

curing are not yet clear. 

• Given the long-term rainfall deficits, 

significant rain would be required over 

the spring period to alter the outlook for 

an above normal fire potential for 

most of Victoria.  

 



Aviation Update 

Aircraft Fleet for summer 2015/2016 

• Additional Helitak 338 at Moorabbin 

• LATs (Large Air Tankers) returning for the summer season 
 

Once dispatched, re-tasking of all aircraft MUST be via State Airdesk 



Community Engagement 

• District 8 DCC will issue Advice Messages on 

request from the fire ground 

• Watch & Act and Emergency Alerts will be issued in 

consultation with the Incident Controller and RDO 

• Where possible we will use people from Brigades at 

Community Engagement Meetings, who are known 

and trusted by the community 

• Consider both permanent and visiting members of 

the community especially in tourist areas 



Emergency Management Teams 

• Engage key stakeholders in the wider emergency 

management sector – VicPol, AV, SES, VicRoads, 

Rail 

• Use EMT’s as a means to establish what do we 

need for this incident, what are the needs of other 

agencies, any other considerations 

• Engage with the local government (Council) 

representatives early 

• Key point is to delegate this role to a Deputy Incident 

Controller ASAP 

• Refer Emergency Management Team Arrangements 

2014  
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 

CFA Capabilities on Phillip Island 

 

Phillip Island Fire Brigade 

 

1 x 3000 litre per minute Pumper 

1 x 3000 litre 4WD Tanker 

1 x Forward Command Vehicle 4WD 
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 

CFA Capabilities on Phillip Island 

 

San Remo Fire Brigade 

 

1 x 2500 litre per minute Pumper 

1 x 3000 litre 4WD Tanker 

1 x Slip On Quick Attack Land Rover 4WD 

1 x 500 litre Ultralite Tanker 

1 x Forward Command Vehicle 4WD 
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 

CFA Capabilities within Bass Coast Group 
 

3 x Pumpers 

5 x 3000 ltr 4WD Tankers 

1 x 3000 ltr 2WD Tanker 

5 x 2000 ltr 4WD Tankers 

1 x 2000 ltr 2WD Tanker 

1 x 1000 ltr 4WD Tanker 

3 x Ultralight 4WD Tankers 

2 x Slip On 4WD Tankers 

4 x 4WD Forward Command Vehicles 

1 x Hazmat Response Vehicle 

1 x All Terrain Vehicle (UTV) 

1 x Rehabilitation Unit 
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 

CFA / PINP – Working together to achieve 

a common goal! 

 

CFA and PINP are both represented on the Bass 

Coast Shire Councils Municipal Fire 

Management Planning Committee and we have 

an excellent working relationship with Jarvis 

Weston, Stephan Pol and Roz Jessop.  We look 

forward to supporting PINP with its burn 

programs where possible. 
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 

Questions? 
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Pre Season Briefing to PINP – 17th Dec 2015 

Thank you for your time and from all at 

CFA we wish you a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy and Fire Safe New Year!  



Shearwater Patrol Report 

2015  



Overview 

• Environment Department coordinated the program (400hrs) 

• Patrols from 19th April - 7th May 
– 2 teams of 2 Rangers at night – emphasis on rescuing birds 

– 1 team of 2 Rangers in morning 

• All signage laid out in accordance with traffic management 
plan 

• Bridge lights were turned off for 12 days 

• Community education – media release, mail drop, signs at 
beaches 

• Research on how light affects the grounding of shearwaters 



Results 
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Results 
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Findings  

• 365 birds rescued off roads 

• 267 found dead on roads 

• 21 birds admitted to hospital 

• Most deaths occurred between night and morning patrols 

• LED lights least impact on grounding birds 

• Body condition of birds collected from roads similar to those 
in the colony 

• Birds rescued from beach in very poor condition 

• Therefore maintain emphasis on rescuing birds off road 


