
 

  
 

   

Volunteer Newsletter – March 2018 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this land and pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and future. 

Community Open Day  

Our committed volunteers helped out at the Community Open Day earlier this month with some dressed in period costume 

interpreting how day-to-day life would have looked on Churchill Island in years gone by, supervising education and art/craft 

activities and old time games, and penguin box building. We also had an information stall to let people know about our 

volunteering opportunities. Thanks to all volunteers that helped make this event a  fun day for everyone. 

 
Volunteers Brandan, Meagan and Heather helping with the penguin box building.  

 

 

 

 



Interesting volunteer finds  

Our Turn the Tide volunteers, Sue and Cara found a tiny green tag on Surf Beach in February which Mitch identified as a 

fish tag. We contacted Fisheries and found out it was put onto a female southern rock lobster at Point Lonsdale on August 

9th 2013, as part of a program to monitor growth and movement of the southern rock lobsters in Victoria.  

 

Restoration works on the historic buildings are currently being undertaken at Churchill Island. While working, the 

contractors found an old shovel under Rogers Cottage. Our volunteer Pat was so excited by the find as the shovel could 

potentially be from the 1860s when Rogers Cottage was built. Bob will clean it up so our Curator,  Christine Grayden, can 

inspect it.  
 

 
                                      Southern rock lobster tag                                                                Pat and Bob with the shovel                        

 

Volunteers make a difference to Hooded Plover breeding season   
Despite the usual slow start to the Hooded Plover breeding season, the Hooded Plover pairs have rallied to produce a 

fantastic 12 fledglings to date, which is double the seasonal average for long term fledglings. 

 

This takes the 2017/18 breeding season to 41 nests, of which 17 (41.5%)  have hatched with 41 chicks, and of these 41 

chicks, 12 (29.3%) have made it to fledging (able to fly). The 12 chicks to fledge this season so far did so at: Elizabeth Cove, 

Smith’s Beach, Hutchison Beach, Flynn’s Beach, Woolshed Bight, Forrest Caves and Colonnades. Most of these fledglings 

were captured, banded and flagged prior to fledging and will, with any luck, reveal some interesting movements. 

 

The success of the breeding season is largely due to our dedicated volunteers who spend time monitoring the birds and 

educating community members and visitors. Key messages given to the public are to stay out of the sand dunes, walk close 

to the water’s edge and keep your dog on the lead (if allowed on the beach at all). We’d like to thank the wonderful 

volunteers that dedicated their time to advocate for the protection of this vulnerable species. Were it not for the effort of 

these volunteers many of the chicks may not have made it to fledging. 

  

Staff members Jon, Jason and Daniel, and volunteers Jason, Sue and Bruno helping tag Hooded Plover chicks.  



 

 

Aerial imagery and its role in Australian Fur Seal population monitoring  

Karina is one of our passionate Honours students from Monash University and has undertaken her project on Remotely 
Piloted Aircrafts (RPA’s) or ‘drones’ to monitor Australian fur seal populations. She focused on comparing this new method 

with conventional monitoring methods (ground counts, and “capture mark resight” techniques). 
 

To complete the comparison approximately 20 volunteers helped her undertake the ground counts to be able to compare 
the data. This involved over 900 volunteer hours travelling to remote sites, including Seal Rocks, Dean Maar, Cape 
Bridgewater and Skerries. The project highlights the Nature Parks’ work in this area, and the huge potential of this 

technique for wildlife monitoring. This is an amazing opportunity for our skilled volunteers to work in remote locations, 
work closely with animals, and learn from researchers in  different fields.  

 

 
Volunteers and staff enjoying a well-earned break.  

 
 

 

  

 

Special Events and Training  
 

Easter Fun Festival  
Come join the Easter Fun Festival at Churchill Island this Easter Saturday 31st of March and Sunday 1st of April 10:00 am to 
4:00 pm. There are lots of fun activities, and all ages, family and children are invited. More information on the Easter Fun 

Festival can be found here: https://www.penguins.org.au/news/events/new-news-page-51/  
 

 
 
 

https://www.penguins.org.au/news/events/new-news-page-51/


 

Volunteer Inductions  
 

The Nature Parks prides itself on an excellent induction and orientation program for every volunteer. If you haven’t already 
participated in an induction, we are holding face-to-face inductions on Sunday 8th of April – 10 am – 1 pm – Nobbies 

Function Centre, alternatively you can complete your induction online here: 
https://app.betterimpact.com/Login/Volunteer?returnUrl=%2FVolunteer%2FQuiz%2FTakeQuiz%3FquizGuid%3D2b9daedd-

da1b-40c7-a3de-d1fc34cd5ff4%26BrandingAgencyGuid%3D3a9a5571-86e9-4248-8cee-fec8ffbd3808 using your Better 

Impact username and password.  
 

Please email Rachael at volunteers@penguins.org.au or call 0437 476 833 to let her know if you can make one of these 
sessions. Morning tea will be provided. Thank you to all our volunteers that have already completed their induction 

training.  
 

 

 

  

 

 

Volunteer Profile  

Name: Meryl Travers   

Role: Volunteer in the garden at Churchill Island and the 

Hooded Plover Watch. 
How long have you been volunteering at the Nature 

Parks: 6 months.  

Why do you volunteer: I get lots of satisfaction from 

volunteering. I LOVE it! When I read there was 

volunteering opportunities with the Nature Parks, I 

thought……. I can do that.   

Best part about volunteering: I love working in the garden 

every week and watching the Hooded Plovers when they 

need to be monitored. It is also great being part of such a 

fantastic team!  
Motto in life: Get outdoors – in the garden and at the 

beach (especially with my new puppy Dexter).  
  
 

  

 

What’s happening at the Nature Parks? 

https://app.betterimpact.com/Login/Volunteer?returnUrl=%2FVolunteer%2FQuiz%2FTakeQuiz%3FquizGuid%3D2b9daedd-da1b-40c7-a3de-d1fc34cd5ff4%26BrandingAgencyGuid%3D3a9a5571-86e9-4248-8cee-fec8ffbd3808
https://app.betterimpact.com/Login/Volunteer?returnUrl=%2FVolunteer%2FQuiz%2FTakeQuiz%3FquizGuid%3D2b9daedd-da1b-40c7-a3de-d1fc34cd5ff4%26BrandingAgencyGuid%3D3a9a5571-86e9-4248-8cee-fec8ffbd3808
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Employee Assistance Program  

All volunteers can now access the Nature Parks Employee Assistance Program which offers free short term counselling to 

assist with work and personal issues. All consults are completely confidential and independent. To make an appointment 

please email eap@convergeintl.com.au or call 1300 687 327.  

 
 

Major Projects  

The new Penguin Parade Visitor Centre Development project is underway, with the building anticipated to be open in late 
2019. Kane Constructions have established their work site and construction of the new car park commenced in February. 

The new car park is scheduled to be completed in May 2018, then construction of the new building will commence. 
 

During this work the Conservation and Projects departments have developed a Construction Environmental Management 
Plan and a Wildlife and Environment Risk Assessment that outlines mitigation measures to minimise the impacts on 

wildlife. Conservation and Project staff will monitor wildlife around the penguin proof fence for any incursions into the 
construction site. To offset the vegetation removal an area has been created on private land adjacent to Swan Lake, 

resulting in revegetation of 16 hectares of farmland.  
 

Volunteer House  
The Volunteer House was relocated to the Koala Conservation Centre in February, and is expected to be back on line in a 

few months.  

 
Child Protection Policy  

The Nature Parks has updated the Child Protection Policy and Standards in line with National legislation to promote and 

protect the interests of children. The Policy has been uploaded to Better Impact here: 

https://app.betterimpact.com/Login/Volunteer.  

A key change in the policy is all volunteers that have direct contact with children (e.g. Visitor Experience roles, volunteers 

working at community events or in public places,  e.g. Hooded Plover Watch) must have a Working With Children Check. 

You can apply online at http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/apply+for+a+check/ Working 

with Children Checks are free for volunteers. If you would like assistance please let Rachael know on 0437 476 833 or 

volunteers@penguins.org.au  
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Staff Profile  

Name: Lauren  
Role: Penguin Foundation Officer – this means I raise 
extra funds for the conservation of Phillip Island’s 
natural environments.  
How long have you been working at the Nature 
Parks: 5 years  
Most memorable ‘volunteer’ moment: Conducting 
short-tailed shearwater fieldwork for a conservation 
research project looking at the impact of artificial light 
on fledging birds.  
Motto in life: Live with purpose.  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities  

 

Visitor Experience roles at Churchill Island and the Nobbies – ongoing  

We’re currently recruiting for volunteers in Visitor Experience roles at Churchill Island and the Nobbies. These roles play an 
important part in ensuring visitors have an interesting and memorable visit, which hopefully encourages people to 

contribute to conservation.  
 

If you’re passionate about conservation, want to be part of a fun and dynamic team, and love talking to people then this 
role is perfect for you. Contact Rachael at volunteers@penguins.org.au or 0437 476 833 for more information.  

  

National Surfing Reserve’s – 2018 Community Surf Team Challenge – Saturday 14th April  

We are looking for volunteers to help out with a variety of roles at the 2018 Community Surf Team Challenge. Roles include 

photography, assisting with set up, daytime BBQ and information stall. If you’re available and would like to help on the day, 

please sign up online using Better Impact here: https://app.betterimpact.com/Login/Volunteer or contacting Rachael at 

volunteers@penguins.org.au or 0437 476 833.  
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