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I need to breath air to 

survive, so when I dive 

under the water I use 

strong muscles to close of 

my nostrils. I can hold my 

breath for up to six 

minutes! 

I have long whiskers on my snout 

that I use like ‘feelers’, helping 

me hunt for prey in very dark 

water. I can follow the 

movement of fish through the 

water, which helps me catch 

them.  

I have small ears that I use to listen both underwater 

and in the open air. I can find my pup by it’s call 

amongst thousands of others. I use my nose to smell 

it’s scent to make sure it is my pup.  

My eyes are adapted to 

see underneath the water. 

I have large, dark eyes  

which allow me to see  in 

the depths of the ocean 

where it can be very dark, 

even during the day. 

I use my front flippers for 

swimming and my back 

flippers for steering. By 

twisting and using my back 

flippers I can change 

direction fast to chase after 

fish. When I swim I can 

cruise along at 9km/hr, or 

even faster for quick 

bursts—that’s twice as fast 

as an Olympic swimmer! 

I have long , powerful teeth 

called canines that I use to bite 

hold of my prey to catch it. I 

don’t chew my food, I swallow 

it whole or if it is too big, I take 

it to the surface and toss it 

around until smaller pieces 

break off.  

Although I like to rest on land, if 

there is no land around then I 

can rest and sleep at sea. I float 

on the surface on my side with 

one flipper up and the other 

down. This is so I can feel the 

directions of wind and water 

movement. 

I have nails on my flippers that I use 

to groom my fur so I can stay 

waterproof. They also help me to 

scratch an itch. 

I have two layers of fur, a longer guard hair 

with a shorter, thicker underfur. These help 

trap a layer of air so that water doesn’t 

touch my skin and I can stay warm. I also 

have a layer of blubber underneath my skin 

that helps keep me warm in the cold 

elements. 

Although I move more freely in 

the water, I  can still get about on 

land and climb well. I can use my 

back flippers individually when 

moving slowly or I can swing 

them forward together when 

going faster, even galloping over 

shorter distances faster than you 

can run! 


