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KOALAS
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PRIMARY SCHOOL EXCURSIONS AT PHILLIP ISLAND NATURE PARKS

BEFORE YOUR 
EXCURSION 
Listen to this male koala 
bellowing. Discuss with 
your class, what do 
you think this koala is 
communicating?
Why do koalas make sounds?

Why do people make sounds?

What other sounds do you predict you’ll hear 
when you visit the bushland habitat at the 
Koala Conservation Reserve?

Remember to ask a ranger or one 
of our koala volunteers about koala 
communications during your visit.
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LISTEN
Stop and listen. Are there any sounds the koala is 
making? Are there any sounds people are making? 

Can you hear birds? Can you hear any frogs?

TEACHER INFO: 
Common native birds at the Koala 
Conservation Reserve include 
Magpies, kookaburras, wattlebirds, 
galahs and Fairy Wrens. Frog species 
you might hear include: Common 
Froglet and Eastern Banjo Frog.

Can you hear other 
animals, like a Wallaby 
jumping through the bush? 

TEACHER INFO: 
Other animals common to the Koala Conservation 
Reserve include Swamp Wallaby, Brushtail and Ringtail 
Possum. Keep a sharp eye out for bluetongue lizards, 
skinks, bees, butterflies, moths, spiders, beetles and 
ants. You might also see Lowland Copperhead!

Listen to this word: Gurrborra 

TEACHER INFO: 
The Traditional Custodians of Millowl (Phillip Island) are the 
Bunurong. Gurrborra is the Bunurong name for koala and koala 
itself is an Aboriginal name that most likely comes from the Dharug 
language, an area near Sydney in NSW. Koala or Koolah is a Dharug 
word which means no water or drink. Koalas don’t often drink water 
they gain water from the eucalyptus leaves they eat.

Listen to the Scientific name (Latin name) for koalas: 
Phascolarctos cinereus

LOOK
Eyes up to the sky, can you 
see a koala up high in the 
branches from the board walk? 
Why do you think koalas will 
find a high place to sleep?

Look for koala pathways, find 
some scratch marks, can you 
see any bark peeling? What do these 
marks tell us about how the koala 

has been moving in this habitat?

Can you find koala scats  
on the boardwalk?

LOOK
Look out for these signs on the tree top board 
walks. They indicate which trees the koalas are 
in. Stop at the signs and look for a koala. 

SMELL
Pick up a fresh eucalyptus leaf and crush it between 
your fingers. How does it smell?

How do koalas use eucalyptus leaves? 

TEACHER INFO: 
There are over 500 eucalyptus trees but koalas only eat around 12 
favorite types. 

Koalas have a remarkable biology designed to extract nutrients from 
eucalyptus leaves. Gum trees actually produce a toxin in the eucalyptus 
leaf to protect them from insects, however, koalas’ digestive systems 
are adapted to detoxify these chemicals from the leaves.

Koalas depend on gum trees for habitat, shelter, and food. 

How do humans use eucalyptus leaves? 

TEACHER INFO: 
Leaves can be used both fresh and dried as air fresheners and can be 
processed into oils, ointments and sprays and are often used in cough 
medicine, dental products and aromatherapy.

If you had to choose only one food to eat forever, 
what would it be?

DURING YOUR EXCURSION

TASTE
Have you ever tasted eucalyptus flavoured food?
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AFTER YOUR EXCURSION

LEARN MORE ABOUT 
KOALA’S BIOLOGY 
AND ADAPTATIONS

View a 3D model of a koala: 

Koala Nature Notes: 

ACT FOR WILDLIFE

Tips!
• Look for the recycling symbol on products 

we buy.

• We can recycle by carefully putting the 
right things into our recycling bins at home 
and at school. Paper or cardboard that has 
no staples and is clean all go in the recycling 
bin but dirty or greasy paper or cardboard 
like pizza boxes can go in the green waste 
bin to break down into soil.

• We can also choose to purchase 100% 
recycled paper.

Student Challenges
• Find out if your school books are made 

from recycled paper?

• Find out what can you write on instead 
of paper? E.g. reusable writeable 
surfaces. 

• What are 3 things you can use or 
turn scrap paper into?

Australians are doing a great job buying 
and using recycled writing and printing 
paper but there is another type of 
paper where we could change our 
buying habits!

Student questions:
Does your school use recycled 
toilet paper?

Does your family use 
recycled toilet paper?

A small change can make a 
big difference, so let’s make 

this change for koalas!

Recycling
Why do you think the symbol for 
recycling looks like this? What do 
these arrows mean?

Koalas in NSW and QLD are predicted to 
become extinct in the wild within 10 years. 
Victorian koalas have been threatened by mass 
clearing of habitat, a warming climate and 
bushfires, they are diminishing in numbers.

How can we change this?
STUDENT CHALLENGE: 
Use the internet to search for the koalas current status of a 
species. Are koalas endangered? Threatened? Vulnerable? 
What do these words mean?

TEACHER INFO: 
Threatened Species Lists and Status Resources
Threatened species advisory lists
Red List status

Habitat Loss
“Australia clears native habitat faster than any 
developed country on earth. If we don’t halt 
and reverse our reckless tree-clearing rate, 
koalas could be extinct by 2050”
Help us protect the natural world that defines who we are. 
Australian nature needs our nurture. 

How can we help and why is 
recycling so important?
Reusing, recycling and reducing our impact on the koala’s habitat by 
cutting down fewer native trees, planting more native habitat and 
helping fund conservation research are all ways to help.

Paper is made from trees, we can choose recycled paper or paper 
sourced from sustainably planted trees which are not koala habitat. 

Trees are cut and made into a pulp to produce paper. A lot of water, 
energy and chemicals are used to dye the paper.
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