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   Environment News                                                October 2014 

Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager, and Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge 

 
Spring has arrived and along with it the Short-tailed Shearwaters have returned.  August and 
September have been extremely busy months for the Environment Team – read all about it 
below. 
 
PEST PLANTS 

 
Weed control total for the financial year to October was 1054 hours. Boxthorn removal on 
Cape Woolamai went very well with the completion of the slope section from Magiclands to 
the Pinnacles along with a large area of mirror bush in steep gullies south of the Pinnacles. 
Work then switched to kikuyu in shearwater habitat with a control burn at Berrys Beach and 
herbicide follow-up at Surf Beach and Cape Woolamai. Other weed work included spreading 
bridal creeper rust, continuing marram grass and polygala control at Observation Point, apple 
of Sodom and horehound near Swan Lake and angled onion at many locations. Woody weed 
removal continued at Princeton Avenue and Stu found a new patch of one-leaf cape tulip at 
the Penguin Parade.  
 
Weed control is being supported by grants from the Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment 
Management Authority (Ramsar Project), Melbourne Water, DEPI Communities for Nature. 
 

 
One leaf Cape Tulip – Penguin Parade Old growth Coprosma – Cape Woolamai 
 
REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

A group of 7 Uni Volunteers came down and assisted the Environment Department with 
various jobs including the construction of wire tree guards and planting of Banksias, 
plantation work at the KCC, chipping at Cape Woolamai and sea spurge removal on the 
Cape. They were a great help. 
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A number of school groups and work experience students have also assisted the rangers by 
doing maintenance on Project Penguin Home sites and on the Growing Connections 
Revegetation Project on the Summerland Peninsula.  
 
NAB have been down and constructed and installed many of the 150 shearwater boxes that 
will in time provide valuable base line information on the breeding success of the Short-tailed 
Shearwater. This was a large project that many people and volunteers have assisted the 
research department with. NAB has also assisted with tree guard construction and banksia 
tree planting. 
 
The Sunderland Bay/Surf Beach Coast action group continues its great work along that 
section of coast with more planting around Park St and other areas along the coast. Friends 
of the Koalas continued planting at Conservation Hill. Kitty Miller Bay Coast Action Group also 
continued weed control and revegetation activities.  
 
Green Army 
The Green Army will be starting with us in March 2015. Recruitment for the participants and 
their team leaders is occurring presently. Their objectives, over a 6 month period, include 
enhancing shearwater, penguin and koala habitat across Phillip Island, revegetation in the 
Bass Hills and mangrove revegetation in Western Port. Due to the seasonal sensitivity of 
some of these works it is not practical to have the Green Army begin their tenure over 
summer and therefore for them to begin in March will be ideal. Hosted by the Nature Park, 
and based at the Koala Conservation Centre, they will also work alongside the Bass Coast 
Shire Council and Landcare. 
 

PEST ANIMALS  

 
Foxes 
Fox surveys are continuing with the Detection Dogs prior to baiting.  A post-bait survey is 
planned for early next year to determine effectiveness of baiting program.  Although foxes 
are normally breeding this time of year with young cubs active around den sites, no breeding 
activity has been detected to date this season (the last evidence of breeding was in 2012 
when a pregnant vixen was trapped at Swan Bay) 
 

 
Sam and Jazz indicating on a fox scat during training 
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Another visit from staff and dogs from the Tasmanian Invasive Species Branch is planned for 
November.  These extra Fox Detection Teams will work with Nature Parks staff and dogs to 
intensify search effort for foxes on Phillip Island over a narrow window to search for 
evidence such as scats, lay-up areas and den sites. 

 

Please call 0419 369 365 if you 
have seen a fox on Phillip Island 
 
 

Fox analysis published in CSIRO’s journal Wildlife Research 
 

Lessons from long-term predator control – a case 
study with the red fox. 

Roger Kirkwood 
A
 
C
 , Duncan R. Sutherland 

A
 
D
 , Stuart Murphy 

B
 and Peter Dann 

A
  

 
A Research Department, Phillip Island Nature Parks, PO Box 97, Cowes, Vic. 3922, Australia.  
B Environment Department, Phillip Island Nature Parks, PO Box 97, Cowes, Vic. 3922, Australia.  
C Present address: IMARES Wageningen University Research, PO Box 167, 1790 AD Den Berg, Texel, The Netherlands.  
D Corresponding author. Email: dsutherland@penguins.org.au  

 
Wildlife Research 41(3) 222-232 http://dx.doi.org/10.1071/WR13196 

 
ABSTRACT Context: Predator-control aims to reduce an impact on prey species, but efficacy of long-term control 

is rarely assessed and the reductions achieved are rarely quantified. 
 
Aims: We evaluated the changing efficacy of a 58-year-long campaign against red foxes (Vulpes vulpes) on 

Phillip Island, a 100-km2 inhabited island connected to the Australian mainland via a bridge. The campaign aimed 
to eliminate the impact of foxes on ground-nesting birds, particularly little penguins (Eudyptula minor). 
 
Methods: We monitored the success rate of each fox-control technique employed, the level of effort invested if 

available, demographics of killed foxes, the numbers of penguins killed by foxes and penguin population size. 
 
Key results: The campaign began as a bounty system that ran for 30 years and was ineffective. It transitioned 

into a coordinated, although localised, control program from 1980 to 2005 that invested considerable effort, but 
relied on subjective assessments of success. Early during the control period, baiting was abandoned for less 
effective methods that were thought to pose fewer risks, were more enjoyable and produced carcasses, a tangible 
result. Control was aided by a high level of public awareness, by restricted fox immigration, and by a clear, 
achievable and measurable target, namely, to prevent little penguin predation by foxes. Carcasses did prove 
valuable for research, revealing the genetic structure and shifts in fox demographics. The failure of the program 
was evident after scientific evaluation of fox population size and ongoing fox impacts. In 2006, the campaign 
evolved into an eradication attempt, adopting regular island-wide baiting, and since then, has achieved effective 
knock-down of foxes and negligible predation on penguins. 
 
Conclusions: Effective predator control was achieved only after employing a dedicated team and implementing 

broad-scale baiting. Abandoning widespread baiting potentially delayed effective control for 25 years. 
Furthermore, both predator and prey populations should be monitored concurrently because the relationship 
between predator abundance and impact on prey species is not necessarily density dependent. 
 
Implications: Critical to adopting the best management strategy is evaluating the efficacy of different methods 

independently of personal and public biases and having personnel dedicated solely to the task. 

 
Cats 
A total of 42 feral cats have been removed from areas such as Surf Beach, Summerland 
Peninsula and Cape Woolamai.  These efforts will hopefully help protect shorebirds and the 
migratory Short-tailed Shearwaters which have now arrived on our shores.  
 
 

mailto:dsutherland@penguins.org.au
http://dx.doi.org/10.1071/WR13196
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Rabbits 
The Nature Park is working with the Bass Coast Landcare Network, as part of the Rabbit 
Working Group, to develop a rabbit strategy for the Bass Coast region. This regional strategy 
will have four main components or geographical areas – Phillip Island, French Island, Bass 
hills and Bass coastlines.  
 
Development of the rabbit strategy has commenced and regular meetings of the Rabbit 
Working Group are occurring to review progress of the document.   
 

WILDLIFE 

 
Hooded Plover  
The first two of nests for the 2014-15 breeding season were found on 13/09/14 (which is 
fairly normal) at Elizabeth Cove and Anchorage Rd. They were the only nests for September 
though a number of other pair has had nest scrapes.  

 
Elizabeth Cove nest 14/09/14 Anchorage Rd nest 14/09/14 
 
We are in the process of spending the $12,520 allocated for a successful DEPI Coastcare 
Community grant. The grant will be spent on „Hooded Plover Watch‟ volunteer T-shirts and 
hats, new design large and small signs, other nest protection gear and beach interpretative 
signage. 

Remaining 2014 Date for the – Hooded Plover and Gull Count  

 

Count Date Meet Time Place Tide height Tide time 

Wednesday 
05/11/2014 

09:30 am 
Environment 

Pod 
1.35m 10:24 am 
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Bring: water / snacks, wear hats, suitable clothing / footwear and sun screen, and bring 
telescope / binoculars if you have them           jfallaw@penguins.org.au  59512800. 
 
The results from this count will be included in the Biennial Hooded Plover count (weekend of 
November 15-16th). The count is our opportunity to estimate the Hooded Plover population 
size from Ceduna in South Australia, to Jervis Bay in New South Wales. 
 
KOALAS 

 
Preparations are underway for the annual catch of Koala Conservation Centre koalas.  These 
are timed to coincide with the November koala count (conducted by the Friends of the 
Koalas), and we will once again welcome the assistance of Dr Kath Handasyde from the 
University of Melbourne.  Dr Handasyde is an expert in the reproductive biology, physiology 
and ecology of Australian mammals as well as their conservation and management.  She has 
guided the management of the KCC koala population since its inception.  
 
Koalas have been observed mating, so fingers crossed for some offspring next year. 
 
Well timed rain continues to keep the wetland near capacity, and providing ideal habitat for 
swans, geese, water fowl and spoon bills. 
 
The last of this seasons planting has occurred around the two boardwalks, in the plantation 
and around the wetland.  This season we planted some advanced trees that were potted up 
at the end of last season and are now well established.  This will hopefully give us a better 
chance of success with trees in targeted areas. 
 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

 
Currently in care at the Nature Parks Wildlife Clinic is a juvenile Australian Magpie that has to 
regrow feathers after an attack from a predator. There is also a Little Penguin chick, a Pacific 
Black Duck duckling, and three Brush-tail Possums. 
 

In August, we 
released a 
juvenile 
Rockhopper 
Penguin, which 
washed ashore 
at Smiths 
Beach severely 
malnourished. 
The penguin 
was carefully 
nursed back to 
health over a 
one and a half 
month period. 
 
Other animals 
released during 
August and 
September 
were a Ring-

file://pdev/rrdata/Research/Gull%20Counts%20OK/Surveys%202009/jfallaw@penguins.org.au
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tail and 3 Brush-tail Possums, a Laughing Kookaburra, 2 Australian Magpies, a Purple 
Swamphen, 2 Fan-tailed Cuckoos, Cape Barren gosling, 3 Australian Wood Duck ducklings, 2 
Little Penguins, an Echidna and a Little Wattlebird. 
 
Nature Parks Rangers responded to over 70 wildlife rescue calls during August and 
September.  
 
Nature Parks Rangers have been assisting in the preparation of oiled seal response and 
wildfire action strategies. These activities as well as training are being supported by grants 
from DEPI and the Penguin Foundation. 
 
Work has finished for this year in the Penguin Parade car park, due to the start of breeding 
season.  
 
Work is continuing on the actions created from the Exercise Pinguino debrief. The oil spill 
stores have been audited, and lists made of items still needed.  Items are being purchased 
through grant monies received from the DEPI. 
 
BIRD SURVEYS 

The Bird Surveys have been expanded out to now include the Summerland Peninsula and 
Cape Woolamai. 
 
Flocks of Australian White Ibis have been nesting and rearing their young in the Newhaven 
swamp. Hopefully the Royal Spoonbills that have also been seen out there will also settle 
down and breed here. 
 
600 plus Straw-necked Ibis were 
counted at the Rhyll swamp; many of 
them have also started to nest as the 
photo shows. 
 
Most of the Pied Cormorants that 
were nesting at the swamp have been 
successful with mainly juveniles and a 
few chicks seen on the October count. 
 
Sightings of Blue-billed Ducks and 
Pink-eared Ducks have also been 
seen out at Rhyll in the last couple of 
months. 
 
Waders are starting to make a return on to the beaches from their nesting grounds in the 
northern hemisphere. 
 
Shy Albatross Thalassarche cauta 
 
A beachwashed dead Shy Albatross was found by Ranger-in-Charge Jarvis Weston at 
Hutchinsons Beach on 18/09/2014.  The juvenile was banded at Albatross Island in Bass 
Strait on 31/03/2014 as a chick by Doctor Rosemary Gales, so was 5 months 18 days old. 
 
The Shy Albatross breeds exclusively on three offshore islands in Tasmania; Albatross Island 
in Bass Strait, Pedra Branca and the Mewstone in the south.  The population on Albatross 
Island is about 5,200 breeding pairs (2010) and stable. 
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See http://www.acap.aq/ 
 
Twenty one of the twenty four species of albatross are considered threatened under IUCN 
criteria.  Threats include long line fishing and adults feeding chicks plastic as food.   
 
What can you do to help? 
 
CHECK OUT YOUR FACEWASH 

According to a recent study, micro-plastics have now replaced natural exfoliating materials 
(such as pumice, oatmeal, apricot and walnut husks) in many facial cleansers to such an 
extent that the average consumer has at least one product containing micro-plastic and uses 
it on a daily, or at least weekly basis. The majority of facial cleansers available today list 
polyethylene as an ingredient sometimes describing it as “micro-beads” or “micro-exfoliates”. 
 
Once used in face-washing these micro-plastics travel through to wastewater treatment 
plants evading filters due to their miniscule size and end up going straight into the ocean. 
These micro-plastics can be ingested by plankton, small crustaceans at the bottom of the 
food chain and are then passed up to higher levels of the food chain (such as micro-plastics 
transferred to fur seals feeding on fish).  As these plastics are known to persist in the 
environment for very long times there is a real danger that these tiny particles could have a 
profound and dramatic effect on marine life in the coming years. For more information see: 
 
http://saveourseas.com/threats/pollution#plastic 
 
PICK UP PLASTIC FROM THE BEACH 
 
When you go to the beach pick up at least three pieces of plastic and put them into the 
recycling bin.  Take your rubbish home and recycle, reuse. 
 
Plastic education by the Nature Parks rangers 
 
As rangers at Phillip Island Nature Parks, we encounter issues caused by plastics in the 
environment on a daily basis. We find wrappers in penguin burrows, packing tape wrapped 
around seals, and micro plastic marine debris scattered the length of the beach. As 
education rangers it is our task to share the knowledge gathered in the parks with our 
communities to help them make informed decisions. 
 
To share our message, we conduct a variety of ranger talks and experiences for students. 
Sustainability is a core value of the Nature Parks and we make the most of the opportunities 
presented through ranger time to convey this concept.  When it comes to plastic debris 
education, we incorporate it into all of our talks, which range from the obviously linked, such 
as our “Marine Debris” program, to the less obvious such as Churchill Island heritage farm 
talks. In our marine debris program, students collect and categorise marine debris from a 
Phillip Island beach. This provides us with an opportunity to discuss where this debris has 
come from, and the effects it is having on our marine environment. Our Churchill Island talks 
present us with different opportunities to educate on the effect of plastic pollution. Through 
this medium we can discuss the benefits of consuming local products and the reciprocal 
benefits of reduced packaging. 
 
All of our encounters aim to leave our students with a message and a mission. In order to 
create a culture of environmental awareness, we need to create an emotional link between 

http://www.acap.aq/
http://saveourseas.com/threats/pollution#plastic
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our students and the environment. If a person has an emotional connection with a subject, 
then they will care about it. To achieve this we use interesting and entertaining facts about 
our wildlife, personal anecdotes, and information gathered by our research department. We 
empower our students to make change, providing them with a mission, something small that 
they can do in their day to day lives, to help protect our environment. 
 
In 2013-2014 we had around 18,000 school students from around the world participate in 
our ranger talks. While most of our students are only with us for an hour we hope it is an 
experience they will remember for a lifetime. 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT  

 
The quarterly risk audit will be conducted during November. The high priority jobs outlined in 
the August audit are being addressed and other immediate risks caused by isolated incidents 
and weather events have been duly mitigated.  
 
Exercise Phoca 
The wildlife impact resulting from an oil spill affecting Phillip Island would impact on the 
Australian Fur Seal colony at on Seal Rocks. Exercise Phoca is designed to explore possible 
response strategies for such an event.  A workshop will be held in November and 
participants will be drawn from a wide cross sections of groups including, DEPI, DTPLI, 
Melbourne Zoo, Parks Victoria, the Nature Parks and Bass Coast Shire Council. 
 
Bushfire Wildlife Response for the Summerland Peninsula 
The Phillip Island Nature Parks‟ (the Nature Park) risk management and business continuity 
plans have identified bushfire and oiling (contamination) of Little Penguins as two of the 
greatest risks to the Nature Park‟s environmental, social and economic values.  Current 
measures that the Nature Parks has in place for managing fire on the Peninsula include a 
Fire Operations Plan which involves liaising with the CFA, training for rangers with 
Department of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI) for first strike response, hazard 
reduction (removal of weeds), fuel breaks, wet fire breaks at the Penguin Parade, and road 
closures on days of Total Fire Ban.  However, the risk of fire from arson and lightning strike 
remains. Any fire will have a devastating effect on the Little Penguins as they do not have 
any natural defenses.   

The first workshop to assist with developing a first strike wildlife bushfire response strategy 
was held during September.  The Nature Parks thanks participants from the CFA, DEPI (fire 
and wildlife specialists), BCSC and wildlife specialists for their contributions.  A workshop for 
staff will be held in October. 

NESTOC 2014 – Hobart 

One member of the Enviro staff attended NESTOC 2014 in Hobart.  NESTOC is a 
professional development symposium for training officers in emergency services. 
Opportunities were provided for training personnel working within emergency service 
agencies, contexts and related industries to update their skills, knowledge and 
understanding of quality training and development outcomes.  The Nature Parks is 
hoping to be able to provide training for oiled wildlife responders in the future. 
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FIRE 

In planning and preparing for the ecological burn programme we have successfully 
completed two small planned burns at Berry‟s beaches. Weather permitting the next planned 
burns will be Located at Oswin Roberts, KCC and possible Ventnor Reserve. 
 

  
Staff undergoing the northern planned burn at Berry‟s beach 23/09/2014 
 
 

  
Image showing the southern burnt site on the slopes of Berry‟s Beach. 
  
We are also in discussions with the BCSC, CFA / Vegetation Management Officer in planning 
a couple of road side burns along the south end of Oswin Roberts Reserve, on Harbison 
Road and the Phillip Island Tourist road off Five-ways Reserve for 2015.  
 
Oates Environmental Consulting Pty. Ltd. (vegetation management plan) and Obliqua Pty. 
Ltd. (fire management plan) have been awarded the contracts for the “Vegetation and fire 
plan for Observation Point and Silverleaves”.  The first meeting is to take place next week 
regarding starting the job. 
  
We have now finished stage 1 of preparation with the Wildlife Response – Bushfire 
Plan through running workshops with internal stake holders and external agencies. Stage 2 
will be a desk top activity before conducting exercises next year. 
  
Several staff attended a Living with Bushfire: A Community Conference in Moe, the 
conference focused on: 

Fire and the environment, 
• How fire shapes our environment and our understanding of its impact 
• How plants and animals recover after a fire event 
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• What research is taking place and how this can be used? 
 
Fire and the community 
• Personal experiences gained over the past 15 years 
• How at risk we are as a community and what we can do about it 
• Understanding bushfire behaviour 

 
New Environment Rangers are to undergo the General Firefighting with Department of 
Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI) later in the year. 
 
Finely we are in preparation for the next season, cutting back tracks, servicing fire units and 
planning a fire exercise training day for Environment staff in December.  
 
For more information regarding our Fire Operations Plan 2015-17 please see the 
link: http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-
management/   
 

WETLANDS 

Winter weed control programs continue with the assistance of funds from Melbourne Water.  
Water Watch data collection was again collected from wetlands within the Nature Parks.  
Waterfowl and other wetland birds are taking advantage of the good conditions and many 
broods of cygnets and ducklings are present. 
 
Australasian Shorebird Conference – Darwin – September 2014. 
 
Two members of the Environment Team recently attended the 9th conference of the 
Australasian Wader Studies Group, a special interest group of BirdLife Australia, held in 
Darwin. This was a meeting of researchers, land managers and interested people associated 
with shorebirds from all states in Australia and New Zealand, China, Taiwan, Thailand and 
other locations throughout the flyway. 

 
It was very bad news for birds coming to Australia from the northern 
hemisphere, including Western Port and within the Nature Parks, 
particularly at Churchill Island, Swan Bay, Rhyll and Observation Point. 
For the Nature Parks the most noticeable decline has been in numbers 
of Curlew Sandpiper which are now rarely seen and haven been 
declining over the last decade at the rate of 10% per annum, so more 
than 70% of the population is gone already. 
 

The conference adopted the following resolution. 

Our Disappearing Shorebirds 
One of the world‟s great natural wonders is the migration of shorebirds between their 
breeding grounds in Alaska and Siberia and their nonbreeding grounds in Australia and New 
Zealand using the East Asian Australasian Flyway. This amazing phenomenon is in danger of 
imminent collapse because vital staging sites on the migration route are being lost. 
 
This was the conclusion reached at the 9th Australasian Shorebird Conference held in Darwin 
during September. 
 
The Flyway‟s 23 countries include nearly half the world‟s human population and some of its 
fastest growing economies. The combination is applying extraordinary development pressure 
on tidal flats and wetlands where the birds find food to fuel their journeys. 

http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
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Paper after paper described accelerating losses to aquaculture, agriculture and urban or 
industrial infrastructure, particularly in the Yellow Sea. Hunting, pollution and disturbance 
through recreational pursuits are also significant issues along the length of the Flyway. 
 
Projects aiming to protect shorebird habitat and reduce its loss through remediation and/or 
restoration were highlighted but the sheer scale and rate of change is overwhelming these 
efforts. 
 
Traditional livelihoods of the many people in the Flyway who depend on coastal wetlands 
and tidal flats are also disappearing. 
 
Abstracts from the conference can be found at: 
 
http://www.awsg.org.au/australasian-shorebird-conference.php 
 
For newspaper articles see: 
 
http://www.wildlifeextra.com/go/news/shorebird-extinction-527.html 
 
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/great-shorebird-migration-under-threat-20140926-
10m1xt.html 
 
Also a short note on H3 the star performer of GFN  2008 satellite tracking project. 
http://globalflywaynetwork.com.au/latest-news/ 
 
You can help the shorebirds by not disturbing them when they are resting at high tide 
(roosting) or feeding on the mud flats (dogs on leads, keep away if canoeing).  It is critical 
to ensure the birds are in the best condition, as fat as possible, before leaving on migration. 
Disturbance uses up fuel (body fat) unnecessarily. 
 

GRANTS 

Melbourne Water 2013/14 
We are still using the grant money from Melbourne Water during 2014 to control weeds 
within our wetlands. 
 
DEPI Coastal Risk Mitigation Grant 
Construction of the the staircase at Aussie Track has now commence and will be completed 
before summer. 
 
Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority (Caring for our Country, 
Ramsar Grant) 
Weed work at Observation Point and vermin control have continued as part of this grant. 
 
DEPI Coastcare Community Grants 2014 
We have been successful in a grant for „Protection of Hooded Plovers and Short-tailed 
Shearwaters‟, which is funding new signage and equipment for Hooded Plover Watch 
volunteers. 
 
DEPI Wildlife Shelter Grants 2014 
We have been successful in obtaining a grant to support the development of a Wildlife 
Wildfire plan for the Summerland Peninsula.  Monies will also be spent on upgrading the 
Wildlife Clinic to support oil and fire response. 

http://www.awsg.org.au/australasian-shorebird-conference.php
http://www.wildlifeextra.com/go/news/shorebird-extinction-527.html
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/great-shorebird-migration-under-threat-20140926-10m1xt.html
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/great-shorebird-migration-under-threat-20140926-10m1xt.html
http://globalflywaynetwork.com.au/latest-news/
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Penguin Foundation 2014 
We have been successful in obtaining a grant from the Penguin Foundation to assist the 
development of the Wildlife Wildfire plan for the Summerland Peninsula this financial year. 
 
Communities for Nature 2014-15 (Round 4) 
A successful application was made for $6483 by Friends of the Koalas Inc. to assist with 
eucalyptus and grassland regeneration in the Oswin Roberts Reserve.  The Nature Parks is a 
partner for the grant. 
 
Unfortunately we recently missed out on three grants from DEPI‟s Communities for Nature 
Grants and three grants from DEPI‟s Local Landscape Enhancement Grants program. 
 
We have recently applied for funding for revegetation projects across the park under the 
Federal Governments 20 Million Trees Program. 
 
NORTH AND SOUTH COAST KEY AREA PLAN  and COASTAL PROCESSES STUDY 

The draft North and South Coast Key Area Plan and the South Coast Coastal Processes Study 
was presented to staff and the Phillip Island Community on the 8th October.   The 
presentations can be downloaded from our web site 
 
http://www.penguins.org.au/about/local-community/management-plans/ 

 

OPERATIONS  

The following works have been completed over the last two months: 

 Drainage at Cape Woolamai Surf Club has been improved 
 Penguin Parade step and wall lights are being redone 
 The new interpretive signage has been installed at the KCC – see below 
 Construction crew last week completed the final touches on the CI visitor entrance   
 New binoculars for the Nobbies have been ordered 
 Conservation Hill car park has been re-graded 

 

 
 

http://www.penguins.org.au/about/local-community/management-plans/
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

 
PORTicipate 
 
PORTicipate is the Port of Hastings Development Authority stakeholder engagement 
network.  It aims to gather key insights and generate open discussions with the community, 
by bringing together a team of interested community members and users to Western Port, to 
contribute views and ideas to the Container Expansion Project at the Port of Hastings. 
 
The latest update can be downloaded at (External link): 
 
http://www.portofhastings.com/documents/POH15505%20Development%20Update%206%
20Web.pdf 
 

Upcoming events at PoHDA 

Open afternoon @ Authority office (Last Friday of each month during marine and 

land-based site surveys)  

 

Our community room will be open for local community members to have a cuppa with 

members of our team. Interested to know about the marine surveys currently underway? 

Want to know more about the project? Pop in between 2pm and 5pm (excludes public 

holidays and contractor shut down periods). 
 
 
 
 

http://www.portofhastings.com/documents/POH15505%20Development%20Update%206%20Web.pdf
http://www.portofhastings.com/documents/POH15505%20Development%20Update%206%20Web.pdf
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Changes in planning provisions for ports 
 
Planning amendment VC112  
 
Changes the Victoria Planning Provisions by introducing a new Clause 37.09 „Port Zone‟ and 
applying the Port Zone to port land and port waters in the Glenelg, Greater Geelong, and 
Mornington Peninsula Planning Schemes. See Advisory Note 56: Planning for Ports and their 
Environs (External link) 
 
http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/244831/AN56_Planning-for-Ports-
and-their-Environs_October-2014.pdf 
 
Victorian Coastal Strategy 2014 
 
The VCS 2014 builds on the achievements of previous three iterations of the Strategy and 
addresses five key issues: 
 
Managing population growth 
Adapting to a changing climate 
Managing coastal land and infrastructure 
Valuing the natural environment, and 
Integrating marine planning. 
 
Due to the large size of the VCS 2014 document DEPI are not directly emailing copies.  
 
The full document is now live on their website so please visit (External link) 
 
http://www.vcc.vic.gov.au/page/victorian-coastal-strategy-2014(External link) 
 
to download or call the Victorian Coastal Council on phone 9637 8893 for a copy. 
 
Victorian Coastal Awards 2014 
 
The Nature Park was a partner for submissions in the following categories.  Congratulations 
to all involved. 
 
Natural Environment 
Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority – Ramsar Protection Program 
(finalist) 
 
Community and Action Partnerships 
Phillip Island National Surfing Reserve Community Working Group – Phillip Island National 
Surfing Reserve (finalist) 
 
Winners details can be found at:  
 
http://www.vcc.vic.gov.au/assets/media/ckfinder_files/files/2014VCAEWinnersBooklet.pdf 
 
 

http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/244831/AN56_Planning-for-Ports-and-their-Environs_October-2014.pdf
http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/244831/AN56_Planning-for-Ports-and-their-Environs_October-2014.pdf
http://www.vcc.vic.gov.au/page/victorian-coastal-strategy-2014
http://www.vcc.vic.gov.au/assets/media/ckfinder_files/files/2014VCAEWinnersBooklet.pdf

