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Little Penguins 

 

This year, 144 Little Penguins were admitted to the Centre. This is up from 131 in the previous year 

and is above the long-term yearly average of 133 admissions. 

 

Malnourishment continued to be the most frequent cause of admittance for Little Penguins coming 

into care (66%), followed by cuts/abrasions and damaged limbs (16%).  

 

We treated a number of heat stressed penguins over summer due to some consistently hot days. We 

also treated two oiled penguins and one penguin that had to have a foot amputated due to an injury 

in the wild.  

 

Of the 144 penguins cared for, 32 were chicks.   
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Other Animals 

Excluding Little Penguins and Short-tailed Shearwaters 

 

This year 280 animals, excluding Little Penguins and Short-tailed Shearwaters, were admitted to the 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre. This is greater than last year’s record of 249, and up from the long-

term average of 170.  

 

The most common animals of this 280 were Swamp Wallabies, Common Brush-tail and Ring-tail 

Possums, Australian Magpies and Cape Barren Geese. 

The most common injury was cuts/abrasions and damaged limbs, followed by 

malnourishment/starvation and orphaned. The most common cause of injury was unknown, 

followed by collisions with a motor vehicle.  

This year we cared for two Shy Albatross, five Australian Pelicans and three Australasian Gannets. 

One of the gannets was transferred from Healesville Sanctuary. It was a juvenile that was found in 

Reservoir. After gaining some weight it was successfully released at Summerland Peninsula.  

Two of the pelicans that we cared for had fishing hooks embedded in their legs and one had soft 

tissue damage.  Another pelican was found in Broadford and transferred to us from Healesville. All 

were successfully rehabilitated and released at San Remo.  
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One of the Shy Albatross was found in a paddock in Korumburra and transferred down to the Nature 

Parks. The other was found on Phillip Island and had extensive damage to its leg. Both were 

successfully rehabilitated and released from the Summerland Peninsula. 

 

We also cared for three Echidnas, two Barn Owls, five Laughing Kookaburras and two Buff-banded 

Rails.  A rescued Wedge-tailed Eagle that was transferred to Healesville Sanctuary for specialist care.  

We have upgraded some of the facilities at the Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre with funds for 

materials coming from a Department of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI) Wildlife 

Rehabilitation Grant. Extra feeding benches, feeding shelters, perches, animal shelters and penguin 

pen dividers have been installed.  

Short-tailed Shearwaters 

During the April – May 2013 fledging of juvenile Short-tailed Shearwaters we treated 118 individuals. 

This was similar to last year when we treated 114. Of these 118 birds, 42 were euthanased due to 

their injuries, 20 died in care from malnourishment and 52 were released.  

 

Marine Pollution Emergency Management  

Three Oiled Wildlife Response courses, presented by Nature Park staff and partner agencies, have 

been held this financial year. Participants included staff from DEPI, Parks Victoria and the Nature 

Parks, members of the local community and wildlife carers from around the state. From these  



4 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre Annual Report 2012-13 

 

 

training sessions we have added 100 people to our list of trained volunteers to assist in the event of 

an oil spill.  

 

We have been continuing to ensure that we are prepared for a marine pollution emergency, by 

keeping equipment up to date and training staff and volunteers. 

Volunteers 

The wildlife rescue and transport volunteers continue to provide excellent support for the 

emergency care of sick and injured wildlife on Phillip Island by providing after hours rescue, first aid 

and advice to the public. Without them we could not provide a 24 hour service to deal with wildlife 

emergencies. 

 

A dedicated group of foster carers also provide fantastic support by hand-rearing pouch young that 

require 24 hour care.  

 

Special thanks to volunteers who have been assisting at the Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre on a 

regular basis.  

 

Special Thanks: 

• Phillip Island and Wonthaggi Veterinary Clinics for their ongoing support. 

• McLaughlin’s for providing the Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre with suitably sized pilchards 

and other fish for our many and varied patients. 

• San Remo Fisherman’s Cooperative for supporting the Pelican Feeding and Interpretation 

Group. 

• VicRoads and SP AusNet for their support during the Short-tailed Shearwater fledging 

season. 

• The Penguin Foundation and its associated sponsors for providing financial support to the 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre. 

• Thanks go to Lyn Blom, Angela Szeitli and Joyce Ball for managing the penguin jumpers. 

• Wildlife Rescue and Transport Volunteers 

• Everyone else in the wider community who supports the ongoing efforts to save and protect 

wildlife on Phillip Island. 


