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To save this species from extinction we need more fox-free land 
where this species can flourish. Fox-free islands may be an ideal 
home for the EBB. To test this, EBBs will be released and monitored 
closely on Churchill Island (off the coast of Phillip Island), which is 
part of Phillip Island Nature Parks from August 2015. 

Why do we need to save the Bandicoot?
EBBs are unique to Victoria and one of our rarest 
animals. Its near extinction is a result of 
predation by foxes and the loss of 99% of its 
native grassland habitat.

Why trial on Churchill Island?
Re-introduction of endangered species 
into the Nature Parks has been identified as 
a desired action in major planning documents 
that were developed in consultation with staff, 
major stakeholders and the community. 

Releasing the EBB onto a large fox-free island is the only course 
of action that may result in reasonable prospects for the long-
term survival of the species. Churchill Island will be used to 
evaluate the suitability of the local conditions for EBBs and to 
demonstrate to the community what they might expect from 
an EBB release. 

What will happen during the trial?
Ten male and ten female EBBs will be released onto Churchill 
Island. These EBBs will come from the Melbourne Zoo captive 
population and Mt Rothwell Biodiversity Interpretation Centre. 
Each EBB will be inspected for disease and parasites prior to 
release and radio-tagged. Radio-tracking will occur during the 
night to locate foraging areas and during the day to find nest 
sites. EBBs will also be caught at least monthly to monitor their 

body condition and overall health. At any sign of declining 
health the bandicoot will be taken into captivity. In collecting 
data, researchers will assess how the EBBs behave, what they 
eat, where they live, and what impact they have on the island’s 
flora and fauna and amenity. 

Who will be in charge of the trial?
The trial will be run by Phillip Island Nature Parks 

and supported by Zoos Victoria and the Eastern 
Barred Bandicoot Recovery Team, which 

includes representatives from the University of 
Melbourne, Parks Victoria and the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning.

How long will the trial run for?
The trial will commence in August 2015 and is 

expected to last ten years. After the first two years, 
Phillip Island Nature Parks and the EBB Recovery Team 

will be able to determine the suitability of other areas of Phillip 
Island Nature Parks for a full release using data collected on EBB 
survival and habitat condition. The remaining eight years of the 
trial will be used to refine EBB management techniques at all 
release sites. 

Where else has re-population been tried?
Re-population has been attempted on the mainland at eight 
different sites over the last 26 years. Success has been varied 
due to the difficulties of controlling foxes. We currently have 
populations at:

● Mt Rothwell: a 420 ha privately-owned reserve near Geelong. 

● Woodlands Historic Park: a 280 ha reserve north of 
Melbourne Airport.

● Hamilton Community Parklands: a 100 ha reserve in Hamilton.

The mainland Eastern Barred Bandicoot (EBB)  
is extinct in the wild, as a result of predation by  
foxes and the loss of almost all of its native habitat. 

They live a solitary, secretive life foraging in open grasslands at night  
and resting in a shallow, cryptic nest during the day, usually in areas  

containing trees or shrubs. They are difficult to spot and the only sign of  
their presence is their small foraging digs. In Victoria the EBB Recovery Team  
has built three reserves on the mainland surrounded by fox-proof fences, totalling 
800 ha. These reserves are the only places in Victoria where EBBs can now be found. 
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Why not on the mainland?
Building fox-proof fences can cost up to $40,000 per km and 
daily fence checks and maintenance are required to maintain the 
fence integrity. To protect the EBB from extinction thousands of 
hectares of fenced land are required. This amount of land and 
funding is unlikely to become available in the foreseeable future.

How can I see an EBB?
Bandicoots are very inconspicuous animals and easily 
overlooked. This is because they only come out at night and do 
not form groups. Your best chance of spotting one is by torch in 
cleared areas at night, when they are most active. As Churchill 
Island is closed to the public from 5pm every night it is unlikely 
that you will see one unless you accidentally disturb one from 
their cryptic nest during the day.

What do they eat?
EBBs eat soil invertebrates such as beetle larvae and worms, 
surface invertebrates such as crickets and millipedes and some 
fallen fruit and onion grass bulbs.

Will they eat native orchid bulbs?
EBBs are primarily insectivorous and only eat small amounts 
of plants, such as bulbs of onion grass and fallen orchard fruit. 
Studies of their diet at a number of release sites have not found 
any indication that they eat native orchids, despite the native 
grasslands where they live being rich in orchids, indicating that 
the two can coexist.

Will EBBs affect invertebrates?
The invertebrates of Churchill Island are not well known but 
researchers will look into the diet of the Churchill Island EBBs 
and set up exclusion plots to determine any effect EBBs are 
having on the island including its invertebrate population. EBBs 
eat a number of pasture pests including beetle larvae, crickets 
and onion grass and part of the trial will look into whether they 
play a role in improving pasture.

What if EBBs leave Churchill Island?
Churchill Island is connected to Phillip Island by a 100m 
concrete bridge. A rabbit and bandicoot-proof gate on the 
bridge automatically locks every night at 5pm. As bandicoots 
are nocturnal there is no risk that they will cross the bridge 
during the day and they will be unable to get through the gate 
at night and EBBs are unable to swim.

How will the population grow?
EBB monitoring at release sites over 
the past 26 years has revealed seasonal 
fluctuations in population size and number 
of young born. This is most likely due to 
fluctuations in resource availability. Densities 
are typically one EBB per hectare and there have been 
no reports where the species has been considered to be 
overabundant.

Will EBBs affect natural habitat?
EBBs do not graze or browse and leave very little sign of their 
presence besides small conical foraging digs that are rarely 
more than 5cm deep. There have been no reports of EBBs 
negatively impacting natural habitats.

Will EBBs affect land development?
During the trial the presence of EBBs will not place any 
additional restrictions on the ability of the landholder to carry 
out their business. Phillip Island Nature Parks will ensure the 
relevant exemptions are in place prior to any release onto 
other areas within Phillip Island Nature Parks and will provide 
evidence of this if requested.

Why not Southern Brown Bandicoots?
The Southern Brown Bandicoot is included in the Phillip Island 
Nature Parks’  Environment Plan 2012 -17.  Priority has been 
given to the EBB as this species is currently listed as extinct in 
the wild.

How can I find out more? 
www.zoo.org.au
www.penguins.org.au or call 5951 2804

Trial release of  
Eastern Barred Bandicoots  

on Churchill Island 
within Phillip Island 

Nature Parks


