
Reconciliation Update May 2018

In 2018, we are starting the journey towards our next 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) and you are invited!

The Nature Parks’ RAP demonstrates our 
commitment to reconciliation through 
a series of measurable actions under 
the themes of Respect, Relationships and 
Opportunities. We kicked off the process 
with a workshop for Reconciliation Advisory 
Committee members, Board members, 
managers and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Community members. 

We then held an historic Board meeting 

on Country where the Board heard from 
Reconciliation Advisory Committee 
members as they sat around the campfire  
at the Koala Conservation Centre.

Next up, we will hold a series of sessions for 
staff to hear what you would like to see in 
this plan. Stay tuned for details. 

You can read our current RAP in the 
Publications Section at www.penguins.org.au

Rapping about our next RAP

Community Open Day 2018
Sunday March 4 
Each year we promote, share and celebrate 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture 
at our annual Community Open Day. 

This year, the Committee had a stall at 
the Your Island Home Expo at the Koala 
Conservation Centre. Members talked to 
the community about reconciliation and 
invited everyone to add their mark to our 
reconciliation banner. Committee member 
and artist Patrice Mahoney also worked on a 
surfboard artwork at the stall.

This was followed by our Spirit of the Land 
activity which involved a cultural walk at 
Swan Lake led by Steve Parker. The walk was 
extremely popular and we thank everyone 
for their support and participation.  

Above: Nature Parks Manager of Visitor Experience, Kate Adams with 
Adam Magennis, from Bunurong Land Council and Steve Davie, 
Reconciliation Advisory Committee Chair.

Below left: The Nature Parks’ first ever Board meeting on Country.

Clockwise from above: Patrice Mahoney works on a surfboard 
artwork at the Reconciliation Advisory Committee stall on Open Day.

Boomerangs on display

Katrina Knight from Westernport Water and Graeme Burgan from 
Nature Parks add their handprint to the reconciliation mural

Steve Parker at Sprit of the Land walk. Continued P2

Artwork was adapted and used with permission from an original painting by Steve Ulula Parker from Boonwurrung, Yorta Yorta Erub descent.

** News flash
Reconciliation is to be listed as 
one of the Nature Parks’ seven 
‘Key Aspirations’ in our next 
Strategic Plan 2018-2023. The 
Plan is near completion and we 
thank everyone for their input 
into the process so far.
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Our RAC is proud to work with many 
key stakeholders as we move along our 
journey towards reconciliation. This 
includes the Bunurong Land Council 
Aboriginal Corporation. The Land Council 
is a Traditional Owner organisation that 
represents the Bunurong people of the 
South-Eastern Kulin Nation. 

In July 2017, the Victorian Heritage 
Council appointed the Bunurong Land 
Council as the Registered Aboriginal Party 
for an area including Phillip Island. 

Important dates for a shared history

26 May:  
National Sorry Day, Day of Healing is 
an important day of learning, sharing 
and reflection and was one of the key 
recommendations of the ‘Bringing them Home’ 
report tabled in Parliament in May 1997. The 
report was based on an inquiry by the Human 
Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission 
into the removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children from their families. Sorry 
Day offers the Community the opportunity to 
be involved in activities to learn about and 
acknowledge the impact of the policies of 
forcible removal on Australia’s Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander populations. 

27 May – 13 June:  
National Reconciliation Week  
‘Don’t Keep History a Mystery’ 
This week-long celebration builds on 
respectful, shared relationships and reflects 
on two significant anniversaries in Australia’s 
reconciliation journey:

1. Fifty years since the 1967 referendum 
where more than 90% of Australian voters 
chose ‘Yes’ to count Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples in the census and 
give the Australian Government the 
power to make laws for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

2. Twenty five years since the historic 
Mabo decision where the High Court 
of Australia decided that terra nullius 
should not have been applied to 
Australia. This decision recognised that 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples have rights to the land – rights 
that existed before the British arrived 
and can still exist today.

Spotlight on: Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation

Diary dates:
Join us in commemorating these 
significant dates.
Final program coming soon!  

National Sorry Day/ Day of Healing 

11am-1pm Saturday 26 May Talks and 
morning tea, Nobbies Centre

National Reconciliation Week: 

Flag-raising, mural painting, bush foods 
BBQ and walk together on Country

11am - 1.30pm Tuesday 29 May,  
Koala Conservation Centre

Cultural Walk at Swan Lake 

12pm-1.30pm Wednesday 30 May

Lunch Bytes - Short films

Penguin Parade theatre: Monday 28, 
Thursday 31 May and Friday 1 June. 
Between 12pm-1pm

This year, the Nature Parks Reconciliation Advisory Committee will join 
with Bunurong Land Council, Westernport Water, Bass Coast Shire Council, 
Bass Coast South Gippsland Reconciliation Group and our Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Community to present a shared program of activities 
acknowledging significant events. 

Here is a bit of background on these important dates:

“We aim to preserve and protect the sacred lands and waterways of our 
ancestors, their places, traditional cultural practices, and stories.” 

www.bunuronglc.org

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of 
this land and pay our respects to their Elders, 
past, present and future.

Contact
Sally O’Neill Community and Communications, Phillip 
Island Nature Parks, PO Box 97 Cowes, Victoria 3922 
Australia.  
Telephone: +61 3 5951 2800  Fax: +61 3 5956 8394  
 Email: reconciliation@penguins.org.au  
 www.penguins.org.au 


