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Meeting held at 4:00 pm, Tuesday 17 December 2019 at the Penguin Parade, Phillip Island. 
 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Present: 
Michaela Salvato (CHAIR), Robbie Gray, Gil Smith, Damien O’Conner, Anne Davie, Gea Lovell, Jason Cameron, Jeff Nottle, Matt Synan, Gavan O’Connor, Jill Sunderland, Gareth 
Kennedy, Christine Grayden, Cheryl Overton, Diana Whittington, Cr. Stephen Fullarton, Jan Fleming, Pauleen Boulton, Linda Cuttriss, Randall Joseph, Stephen Davie. 

 
In Attendance:  
Liz Stinson (Board Chair), Kevin Love (Board Member), Jane Foley (Board Member), Danielle Auldist (Board Member), Catherine Basterfield (Chief Executive Officer), Sally O’Neill 
(Community and Engagement Officer), Renee Coulter (Executive Assistant), Jessica McKelson (Manager, Conservation), Stefan Poll (Senior Ranger),  
 
Apologies:  
Mike Cleeland, Patricia Hunt, Michael Wright, Phil Dressing, Mark Donaldson, Ian McFee, Penny Manning, Jonathan Hannon, Deborah Holland, Jane Daly.   

 
The Committee Chair declared the meeting open at 16:00 
 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners ACTIONS STATUS 

The Board Chair acknowledged the Traditional Custodians of this land that our meeting was held upon. The Chair paid respect to their Elders 
past, present and emerging and acknowledged any others that are present on Millowl today.   

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting ACTIONS STATUS 

The minutes of the Community and Environment Advisory Committee meeting held on 24 September 2019 were endorsed by the Committee.
  

Executive Assistant to 
publish minutes online. Completed 

4. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes ACTIONS STATUS 

The Community Engagement Officer reported that at the last Koala count, 28 Koala’s were recorded in the woodland habitat at the Koala 
Reserve. Community Member, Jan Fleming, thought that this number could be incorrect and reported that it was thought to be lower. 

 
Pelicans were reported to be present at Fishers Wetland, though they were not nesting there.  
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5. Phillip Island Nature Parks Update 
 
 
 

ACTIONS STATUS 

Board Communications 
The Chair reported that two Nature Parks Board meetings had taken place since the last Community and Environment Advisory Committee 
meeting.  
 
The Chair shared the following key points from the September and November 2019 Board meetings: 
• The Board completed their 2019 Strategy Day in November where they discussed and set key priorities from the 2018-2023 Strategic 

Plan. 
• The Board completed their on-going policy and strategic risk review. 
• An acquittal of the Penguin Parade Visitor Centre was completed. 
• The Board endorsed the Penguin Parade Boardwalks project concept design. 
• The Nature Parks Threatened Species plan was presented to the Board for approval. 
• The Nature Parks Annual Report had been approved in Parliament and can be viewed on the Nature Parks website.  

 
Chief Executive Officer Update 
The CEO provided the Committee with an update on the Wildlife Plan for Phillip Island that DELWP were coordinating, noting the different 
local stakeholders that were involved. It was thought that further progress would occur in the new year. 
Community Member, Linda Cuttriss enquired about which species would be included in the DELWP Wildlife Plan. The CEO reported that the 
plan would focus on holistic and adaptative management strategies for wildlife and ecosystems, though it would exclude threatened species 
and pest species.   
 
The CEO reported that work on Cape Barren Geese was progressing and that interim results have been released and would be made 
available for discussion in possibly Feb/March 2020.  
 

   The CEO provided an update on Wildlife Rescue, reporting on the changes that Nature Parks had implemented recently to assist, which were: 
 
• Accepting injured wildlife at the Penguin Parade and the Koala Reserve from 4pm onwards until the centre closes. 
• Assessing the organisations capacity to respond to wildlife issues that occur on Island and around the Penguin Parade. 
• Coordinating Volunteers to assist 

o Volunteer Wildlife Response Operators will provide after-hours incident response communications for reports of sick, 
injured and orphaned native wildlife received from members of the public. In this role, Volunteers will answer calls from the 
public and help coordinate a response. 

o Volunteer Wildlife Rescue and Transportation Volunteers help respond to calls from the Wildlife Response Operator. This 
position will assess the situation and, depending on the experience level, will then attend to sick, injured or orphaned native 
animals with a Nature Parks Operations Ranger or another volunteer.   

Anyone interested can apply on Better Impact at the following link:  
https://app.betterimpact.com/Application?OrganizationGuid=3a9a5571-86e9-4248-8cee-fec8ffbd3808&ApplicationFormNumber=3 

 
Jan Fleming noted that in the past the wildlife rescue on Phillip Island had been coordinated by Volunteers.  
 
The Committee enquired about the types of animals that the Nature Parks Wildlife Hospital cared for and the CEO reported that it was mostly 
Possums and Wallabies that had been hit by traffic, highlighting the Nature Parks resources that were being utilised for wildlife rescue, noting 
that the vast majority are abundant wildlife species.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Management to keep 
Committee updated 
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The Committee discussed speed limits on Phillip Island roads and asked if the Nature Parks supported a reduction in speed on Island roads. 
The CEO reported that they would advocate for reduced speed limits, from 100km/h to 80km/h on roads leading to the Penguin Parade.  

 
The CEO reported that for the first time in ten years, the Nature Parks had been experiencing a decline in visitation. 
She noted that Chinese visitor numbers had declined, as had domestic visitors. Despite experiencing a strong July/August visitation, the 
Penguin Parade was also down 4%, though yield had increased due to an increased uptake of premium products. It was noted by the 
Committee that the Vietnam Veteran’s Museum had also experienced a decline in visitation.  

6. Group Update ACTIONS STATUS 

 
San Remo Traders and Business Association 
Nothing to report 
 
Newhaven College 
Gea Lovell reported that Newhaven College had recently tested their Fire Safety plan and that the students were building their own Wetlands, 
which was due to be completed in May 2020. 
 
Westernport Water 
Gareth Kennedy reported that water storage in Westernport was at 90% capacity, noting that East Gippsland were on stage 2 water 
restrictions. Westernport Water had released its Annual Water Outlook and supplies were reported as secure for 2020. 
Supply from Melbourne would be tested during the peak demand period and Westernport would be receiving a ‘blended’ water supply.  
Gareth highlighted that in the event of a bushfire emergency, residents should not rely on the town water supply as water pressure may be 
affected or pipework may be damaged.  
 
Bass Coast Landcare Network 
Robbie Gray reported that a Rabbit Project Officer had recently been appointed and the position would concentrate on Rabbit control around 
Newhaven and Churchill Island.  
 
Destination Phillip Island  
Pauleen Boulton reported that the My Phillip Island Ambassador Program had recently been opened.  
 
Community Representative – Stephen Davie 
Stephen Davie conveyed his concerns regarding ‘non-compliance’ or illegal activities occurring on Phillip Island and how these are reported to 
the relevant authorities such as Nature Parks and Bass Coast Shire Council (Council), using an example of people riding motorbikes at Cape 
Woolamai in the dunes on Shearwater habitat and close to the cliff edge. He suggested the use of a phoneline sponsored by both Nature 
Parks and Council, whereby residents could call to report issues.  
Diana Whittington noted that Council offered a phone service, which had a 24-hour response time.  
Stefan Poll, Nature Parks Senior Ranger noted that in a situation of non-compliance with motorbikes, residents could call the police, whom 
have the authority to act on Crown land managed by the Nature Parks.  
 
Phillip Island Progress Association 
Jason Cameron noted that the group recently had a refresh and were now called Island Voice and had been interacting with its member’s 
base and were planning an Open Day for February 2020.  
 
Bass Coast Shire Council 
Cr. Stephen Fullarton reported to the Committee his intention to expedite progress on facilities and car parks at beaches on Phillip Island.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nature Parks to connect 
with Council to 
investigate how they can 
assist with the reporting 
phoneline.  
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Smith’s Beachcomber Association 
Phil Dressing noted that the Smith’s Beach Masterplan was progressing nicely and that he was due to meet the Project Manager on Friday to 
discuss the project.  
 
Preserve Westernport Action Group 
Jeff Nottle updated the committee on an award that Preserve Westernport Action Group recently won for their lobbying achievements and 
summarised its recent activities with respect to the proposed AGL gas terminal at Cribb Point, whereby they lobbied the Government to ensure 
that AGL undertakes an Environmental Effects Statement (ESS) and pressed the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change to 
request a full flora and fauna assessment under the EPBC Act 1999.  
 
Phillip Island Conservation Society 
Anne Davie reported on the Significant Tree Register, which was still receiving nominations until the end of January 2020 and that a review 
panel had been established to evaluate trees that have been nominated for protection. Totally Renewable Philip Island reported on a good 
year and local farmers were practising regenerative farming. Anne Davie expressed her congratulations to the Nature Parks for completing the 
new Penguin Parade Visitor Centre and her concerns regarding Dogs on Beaches and the recent changes that Council had implemented on 
some beaches.  
 
Friends of Scenic Estate 
Jan Fleming reported on a successful weeding day that had recently been completed at Scenic Estate and discussed Dogs on Beaches where 
there are breeding populations of Hooded Plovers and Little Penguins.   
 
Ventnor Coast Care Association 
Jill Sunderland reported on weeding and planting that Ventnor Coast Care had been completing and thanked two Committee Members for 
following up on her suggestions to improve meetings.  
 
Bass Coast Shire Council 
Diana Whittington reported on a virtual fencing project that is being trialled on the Cowes-Rhyll Road. Council were making plans for its 
Climate Emergency Action Plan, with invites going out to interested parties. 
 
Community Representative – Linda Cuttriss 
Linda Cuttriss reported that she had observed indirect evidence of Eastern Barred Bandicoots at Kitty Miller Bay and reported on illegal 
camping she had witnessed in the area, highlighting the need for a hotline that residents can call to respond to such issues. 
 
Community Representative – Randall Joseph 
Randall Joseph reported that his Sheltered Glamping company had recently acquired a bio digester, which would convert food scraps into 
methane and liquid compost. Randall also discussed the concept of transparency of organisation and public processes and shared a recent 
experience researching rubbish management and recycling in Bass Coast Council.  

7. Fire Season Update ACTIONS STATUS 

Damian O’Connor from the CFA provided an update leading up to the 2020 fire season. Following earlier discussions regarding phone lines to 
report incidents and illegal or anti-social activities, Damian O’Connor reminded the Committee that in the instance of a fire, there is one 
number to call – 000. 
 
He reported that the Fire Danger Period for Bass Coast and French Island began on 16 December 2019. The CFA had been busy completing 
fire preparedness activities and had been in discussion with East Gippsland counterparts regarding the fires in that area and were sending 
more resources across to assist.  
 
Nature Parks Senior Ranger, Stefan Poll provided the Committee an update on the Nature Parks fire season preparedness activities, which 
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included general fire fighting refreshers, compliance training, fire operations planning such as slashing, weeding, track maintenance and 
servicing vehicles. 

 
 

8. Hooded Plover Breeding Season Update   

The Manager Conservation provided an update on the 2018/19 Hooded Plover Breeding Season, reporting the following: 
• There were 20 breeding pairs of Hooded Plovers that were recorded during the season on Phillip Island.  
• Forty nests were recorded. Of those nine were predated by Little Ravens and one lost to a Magpie.  
• Human disturbance and off-leash dogs were the third most common reason for nest failure, with six chicks observed to have injuries 

consistent with dog attacks. 
• High tides contributed to five nest failures and one to a severe weather event.  
• A further six chicks disappeared within a few days of hatching, with what is suspected as a cat attack. 
• Nine chicks fledged for the 2018/19 season. 

 
The Manager Conservation thanked the numerous Volunteers, who are essential to the Nature Parks Hooded Plover monitoring program, 
updating the Committee on the future engagement strategy and monitoring program. These included: 
 

1. Hooded Plover Watch Monitoring Program: Locals checking own beach beaches and reporting this into the Birdlife Portal, which 
assists the Rangers in managing the area. 

 
2. Guardian Role: A new role to engage with our community but will not undertake compliance activities. 

 
3. Counts: Volunteers assisting with Hooded Plover counts. 

 
4. General: Supporting the team when events and other community events arise. 

 
The Manager, Conservation reported on the upcoming Hoodies and Hounds breakfast on 28 December and encouraged local pet owner 
attendance.   

  
 

9. 2020 Meeting Dates and Meeting Close   

The Committee noted the date of the next CEAC meeting as Thursday 26 March 2020. 
 
The Committee were invited for a tour and sneak peak of the Sand Sculpting event that was due to open at the Penguin Parade on 27 
December 2019. Following the tour, Committee members were treated to Christmas drinks and nibbles at the Penguin Parade Visitor Centre 
 
The meeting was closed at 18:22 pm. 

Executive Assistant to 
distribute 2020 meeting 
dates to the Committee. 

 Completed 

 


