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Jessica McKelson, Conservation Manager and team 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Overview 

Seal Spotter 

 

 
 
The Conservation Department’s  Citizen Science project “SealSpotter”  
http://natureparksresearch.com.au/sealSpotter/ was oficially launched online on 9 May 2018. The 
department has built an internet portal where images taken from drones or Remote Piloted Aircraft 
(RPA) are viewed for counting fur seals and their pups at their breeding colonies. Within one week 
of the launch, participants represented all areas of the globe. After one month we had 359 
collaborators who had counted 219,262 seals from 36,782 images. This includes replicate images 
and counts because multiple counts of each image are used to get an average for an overall count of 
the seals at the colony.  
This project is live so you can get involved: be prepared, participants have said they find it relaxing 
and addictive. 

 
Conservation Planning 

 Greening Australia has been appointed to assist the Nature Parks with the 30 year Conservation 
Plan development. The plan has commenced and has had several community and stakeholder 
workshops to help assist the Nature Parks in the first draft of this future plan.  

 

 

 

 

http://natureparksresearch.com.au/sealSpotter/
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HABITAT MANAGEMENT 

Pest control 

 To help protect Philip Island’s fox-free status and to reduce the likelihood of foxes migrating to 
Phillip Island, a control program on the mainland buffer zone was undertaken in May.  A 
combined trapping and baiting program resulted in 16 foxes being removed from the Anderson 
Peninsula around San Remo.   

 Over the past 20 years more than 2300 feral cats have been removed from Phillip Island in 
control programs.  Recent years have seen an increase in the number of feral cats removed in 
programs through an increased trapping effort to remove this threat to biodiversity.   
Feral cat trapping on the Summerland Peninsula, Forrest Caves and along the Phillip Island 
Ramsar Coast has resulted in 54 feral cats being removed over the past 3 months, bringing the 
total to 154 since July last year.   

 

Graph 1: Feral Cat Statistics from March – May 2018 
 

As part of the Phillip Island Nature Parks’ commitment to protect the island’s wildlife and reduce 
the impact of cats on our biodiversity, the Nature Parks has supported the Bass Coast Shire 
Council (BCSC) by jointly funding a domestic cat desexing program.  The desexing service was 
provided by The Lost Dogs Home (LDH) through their MADI (Mobile Adoptions, Desexing and 
Information) program. The mobile unit was set up at the Cowes Cultural Centre, Phillip Island 
over three days in April 2018. The desexing service was open to all residents of the Bass Coast 
Shire at a reduced rate of $75 and The Nature Parks further subsidised the service for residents 
of Phillip Island to $50 per cat. Twenty one (21) of the 70 cats desexed were from Phillip Island.  
 

 
Photo 1: The mobile sterilization clinic 
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Weed Management 

GIS up-date  
 

 The Nature Parks is currently looking at a number of potential uses for GIS within our 
organisation. As part of the GIS development within the conservation department, a weed 
application has been developed to enable the rangers to better record and monitor the weeds 
across the estates. This is another step towards outlining the key benefits and potential uses of 
GIS within how we manage the environment at the Nature Parks.  
 

 
Photo 1 & 2: Snap shot from the Collector Weed App & Map produced from 17-05-2018 at Ventnor 

Koala Reserve. 

 

 Pressure on the boxthorn and other woody weeds has also been kept up with the Ecoblade. The 
Ecoblade is able to slash down weeds and then inject herbicide into the remaining plant 
material. This allows native vegetation to spread into these areas which were once dominated 
by weeds. Large areas of Cape Woolamai have been treated by this technique and the overall 
gains in native vegetation have been extensive. 

 

Photo 1 & 2: Ecoblade working at Cape Woolamai 
 

 A search was conducted for Sicilian Sea Lavender between Churchill Island, Fishers Wetland and 
Scenic estate to actively monitor for this highly invasive saltmarsh weed.  

 Couch and Buffalo Grass was treated on the Summerland Peninsula, at the Penguin Parade and 
along the South Coast. Red Hot Pokers, Agapanthus were also treated in the old Summerland 
Estate.  
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 At Observation Point work continued on Polygala, Pittosporum. Other woody weed 
management included Gorse, Boxthorn, Coprosma, Pittosporum and Inkweed at Ventnor Koala 
Reserve, Oswin Roberts Reserve, Rhyll Swamp, Rowell Swamp, Five Ways Reserve and Gap 
Road.  
 

 
Photos 1 & 2: At Gap Road, Susan Spicer removing Gorse by hand around Crimson Berry before 

they were protected by covering material for herbicide application. 

 

 At Gap Road a one hectare trial was organised on land adjacent the Park by Phillip Island 
Landcare using the Ecoblade to cut and paint a heavy infestation of Gorse. Contractor John 
Bauch, Cameron Butcher, Bass Coast Landcare Network and David Rooks Phillip island Landcare 
president. 

 

Photos 1 & 2: Landcare Ecoblade trial 

 

Coastal / Wetland Management 

 Joint patrols of Phillip Island beaches with Bass Coast Shire Council Rangers over Easter were 

conducted. This has helped strengthen relationships with rangers from both teams.   
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Smith’s Beach 

 The new Surf Life Saving Tower has been installed at Smiths Beach adjacent to the all access 
ramp by Lifesaving Victoria. 

 

Photo 1 & 2: Surf Life Saving tower at Smiths Beach 

Cape Woolamai 

 The Short tailed shearwaters have left the Cape so the rangers have been focused on weed 
control works in the colony habitat. Extensive spray works by contractors has focussed on 
woody weed control especially old favourites like Apple of Sodom, Inkweed, Horehound and 
thistles. 

 

Woodlands & Fire Management 

 A joint CFA and Nature Parks’ fuel reduction burn at Oswin Roberts took place over April. Four 
(4) CFA tankers and crews’ assisted ten (10) Nature Parks rangers execute a 3.5 hectare burn at 
the southern end of Oswin Roberts.  
This burn was 2 years in the planning and ranger Stefan Poll is commended for his efforts and 
persistence for getting this one over the line. A 65% up-take was achieved as required in the 
burn plan. This planned burn is to assist in lowering the available fuel loads and strengthening 
fire breaks between Oswin Roberts and the Koala Reserve. 

 

 
Photo 1 – 3: Joint fuel reduction burn at Oswin Roberts 

 

 Rangers have recorded twenty four (24) illegal small fires or evidence of fires in the Nature 
Parks from 6/11/2017 - 03/06/2018.  This is 5 more fires that this time last year.  
 

 Berry’s Beach planned burn (Ecological /Fuel reduction) has been deferred as STSW have just 
left the site and weed spraying has not cured the Kikuyu. This has been rolled over until spring 
2018 before the STSW return. 
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 Eight burn piles that are to be burned over winter 2018:  Second St / Cape Woolamai, Churchill 
Island, Conservation Hill, Koala Reserve, Fishers burn, Penguin Parade Works yard 
burn, Woolamai Rd - Cape Woolamai. 

 

 Ranger in charge Ben Thomas has been working with Forest Fire Management Victoria 
to prepare a new draft report on “Fire modelling - draft Phoenix modelling” for Summerlands 
Peninsula.  

 

 A Deakin University Fire & Vegetation Ecology student is working with the department on how 
to determine whether (1) there is a viable seed bank in the soils of woodland reserves and (2) 
whether areas with different fire histories (time since burn and fire intensity) have different 
seed banks in areas of Oswin Roberts. This project will run for two years. 

 

 The Nature Parks Fire Operations Plan 2018-2020 is available at the following link:  
https://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire- 
management/ 

 
Other  

 

 Arborists have nearly completed 106 actions from 795 trees identified in the Risk Mitigation 
Tree Audit report 2017. The report works completed so far have been located at Conservation 
Hill, Oswin Roberts, Swan Lake and currently working on walking tracks in areas of the Koala 
Reserve.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 1 : Arborists working at the Koala Reserve  

 

Revegetation 

 To date for this financial year the team has planted just shy of 45,000 grasses, shrubs and trees. 

 10 NAB volunteers visited, in honour of World environment day, and manage to put in 6000 
grasses up at Cape Woolamai’s Beacon. This site is looking incredible and is a great example of 
what dedicated weed work and revegetation activities combined can achieve.  

 This financial year Cape Woolamai has seen 14,000 grasses been planted to enhance the 
shearwater rookery.  

 The Penguin Parade project is coming along nicely. A staff planting day was held to celebrate 
the first stage of revegetation. The plants included Lomandra, Poa, Ficinia, various Juncus and 
other species. 

    

https://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-%20management/
https://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-%20management/
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Bushbank Nursery 

 Appointment of a new Nursery Coordinator in April has seen a new face manage this nursery - 
Candice Oschenham  

 The Bushbank has been undergoing changes and developments, with a dedicated team of 
volunteers supporting the transition it has made for a fantastic nursery atmosphere, which is 
evident through the beautiful locally indigenous plant stock being produced.  

 The nursery has over 10,000 pre-ordered plants ready for local community groups (Bass Coast 
Shire; Land Care and Private Landholders) to collect for revegetation across the Island.   

 The nursery is gearing up for re-opening the retail sales and our volunteers have had a very busy 
propagation period, with over 12,000 plants growing on in the igloos. 

 The new hardening off area has been installed and although there have been some rain delays 
on the redevelopment of the area it is looking fantastic. We are looking forward to installing 
benches and moving our plants into their new home  

 

Photo 1 : Seedlings growing in an igloo   
Photo 2: Volunteers hard at work propagating 

Photo 3: Hardening off area 

 

MARINE MANAGEMENT 

Penguins   

 In this latest study published in the Journal of Experimental Biology*, we tested how penguins 
respond to different light wavelengths (colours) and intensities. At the Penguin Parade, we did 
not detect any effect on the penguin colony attendance. But in a site with natural night sky only, 
penguins preferred lit paths over dark paths to reach their nests.  

Penguins are attracted to artificial lights at a small spatial scale so that light pollution could lure 
penguins to undesirable lit areas.  As we are adopting lighting as dim and wildlife friendly as 
possible, the Nature Parks are already mitigating any adverse effects of artificial lights. 

 

*Rodríguez, A., R. Holmberg, P. Dann and A. Chiaradia (2018). "Penguin colony attendance under artificial 
lights for ecotourism." Journal of Experimental Zoology Part A: Ecological and Integrative Physiology 
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Global ocean temperatures among seabirds, including little penguins: 
 
With rising temperatures, many plants, insects, birds and mammals now breed earlier than they 
used to, meaning spring arrives earlier than in previous decades. This is important for productivity as 
a consequence of climate change. However, we know much less about trends of organisms living in 
marine environments. 
 
This study published in Nature Climate Change* explored how seabirds had responded to 
environmental change globally. It involved a global collaboration of over 80 authors (including 
Nature Parks scientist) who provided data from 145 populations of 61 species of seabird that came 
from 64 locations across all seven continents.  
 
Surprisingly, marine birds overall have not adjusted their breeding seasons over time, or in response 
to changing sea surface temperatures over the last 60 years. But the variance in timing of breeding 
between years was highly variable across seabird groups. 
 
Resident species like little penguins are more variable between years than migrants, meaning that 
some groups are less vulnerable to environmental change than others. 
Using data from all over the world has drawn reliable conclusions about the iconic seabirds, it is our 
local research contributing to understanding global threats. 
 
*Keogan, K and 79 co-authors (2018). "Global phenological insensitivity to shifting ocean temperatures among 
seabirds." Nature Climate Change 8(4): 313-318. 

 

Chart 1: Location of all seabird species used in this global analysis. Data from 61 species from 
64 locations across all seven continents, collected between 1952 and 2015. 

 

Penguin numbers and breeding season results 

 The average number of penguins crossing at the Penguin Parade in March to May was similar 

for 2017 and 2018. This is the moulting period, when penguins replace all feather at once – 

called catastrophic moulting! The number in March was higher in 2018 as its breeding season 

started later and so a larger number of pre-moult penguins entered the colony this March when 

compared to last year.  
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 The final numbers of how penguins performed last breeding season are out. It was an average 

breeding season, with a chick production of 1.1 chicks per pair (this is one of the measures of 

breeding success). The last two previous seasons, the chick production broke records of 1.9 and 

the highest ever 2.3 chicks per pair. Put in perspective, our little penguins are doing well.  

 

Penguin weights 

 
 The lower average penguin weights in 2018 have been a reflection of the average breeding 

season. We recorded a higher drop in average weight in April, but it is picking up again in May, 
similar to previous year. This is the time of year when penguins are taking longer fishing trips 
foraging away from the Phillip Island, on perhaps less productivity areas.   
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Seals 

 In January 2018 we successfully completed the fourth 5-yearly census of fur seals across 
Victoria. Results to date have indicated: 
-Numbers of Long-nosed fur seal pups (LNFS, Arctocephalus forsteri) remain low in Victoria (< 
400) but have increased, particularly at Cape Bridgewater in western Victoria. 
-Australian Fur Seal pup numbers in Victoria have not bounced back as expected (10,761 pups in 
2017; 11,849 pup in 2013), including at Seal Rocks. We thought food limitation contributed to 
this but it has seemed another threat is contributing to the decline.  

 

 Karina Sorrell, an Honours student from Monash University and the Nature Parks, flew the 
Remote Piloted Aircraft (RPA) at six breeding colonies over January 2018 and compared the RPA 
counts to the typical methods of estimating seal numbers. The goals were to find a reliable 
method of estimating seals with minimal disturbance: typical ground surveys require us to work 
onsite at the colony and cause some disturbance to the seals.  Karina obtained her data from 
SealSpotter using Citizen Scientists and her analysis showed that counts from SealSpotter are 
more precise than the counts obtained from typical methods, with no observable disturbance. 
The citizen collaboration in SealSpotter is valuable research that is contributing to conservation 
benefits for the seals and the ecosystem. Seal counts are used to understand the health of the 
ecosystem because changes in the number of pups produced reflect changes in food supply or 
the health of the ecosystem.  
 

 Together with the Education Department, SealSpotter is currently being used for the STEM 
Sisters mentoring program. Students get to design, manage and present their own citizen 
science program through a customized portal, with the aim of inspiring and building confidence 
in young women as future scientists. 
 

THREATENED SPECIES UPDATE 

 Appointment of  Richard Faulkner – Threatened Species Planner (6 months) 

 The Threatened Species plan is underway and aims to develop a rigorous selection model that 
will enable the Nature Parks to decide what the next focus species can be within the 5 year 
strategic plan for the Nature Parks.  

Hooded Plovers 

 With the 2017/18 Hooded Plover breeding season coming to a close in April, the Conservation 
Department is proud to announce the Hooded Plover breeding seasons’ results for Phillip island.  

o Twenty-three  (23) Hooded Plover pairs participated in breeding on Phillip Island 
during the 2017/18 breeding season.  

o Forty-one (41) Hooded Plover nests were found on Phillip Island beaches throughout 
the season. Of these 18 (43.9%) hatched producing a total of 44 chicks. This is 
slightly above the percentage of nests that hatched last breeding season (39.4%).  

o With the help of the dedicated volunteers, Nature Parks staff and Bass Coast Shire 
staff the 44 hoodie chicks produced 12 fledglings.   Twelve fledglings is almost 
double the long term average (6.76 fledglings), making the 2017/18 season the 
equal third most productive on the island in recorded history.  

o When divided by the number of pairs breeding (23), it equates to 0.52 fledglings per 
breeding pair, and is above the 0.47 fledged per pair benchmark from which 
sustainable breeding is measured.  
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 Hooded Plover Watch volunteers put in a great effort this season and when all volunteer 
activities are combined (this includes quarterly counts, portal entries and chick monitoring 
shifts) volunteers accumulated 407 hours of work.   

 

Photo 1: Three of this seasons’ fledgling Hooded Plovers in a flock with adults at Summerlands 
Beach 

*NB: an in-depth 2017/18 breeding report can be found at: 
https://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/wildlife-clinic/wildlife-protection/hooded-
plover-updates/  

Eastern Barred Bandicoots 

 The population was founded with 67 individuals, starting with 44 in October, 17 in November 
and 6 in December.  It has now been trapped in November 2017, February 2018 and now May 
2018.  This newly establishing population still appears to be doing well.  In each trapping session 
we captured 36, 32 and 38 unique individuals respectively, only two of which have been 
cleanskins (born and bred on Phillip Island).  That’s 53 of the 67 founders that have now been 
re-trapped.  The population has also spread from the release sites and the trapping grid – there 
are diggings and sightings (observed and on cameras) at least a kilometre from the nearest 
release point.   

 During each trapping session, and at the initial release, the Zoos Victoria vet team have bled 
bandicoots to screen them for toxoplasmosis, which is disease spread by feral cats.  None of the 
EBBs were positive at release, and none have returned positive so far from the individuals re-
tested. Either they aren’t contracting the disease, or we never see them again if they do.   

 Each trapping session the bandicoots have been fitted individuals with radio-trackers on their 
tail to monitor survival for up to 2 weeks, plus they help monitor their spread and identify 
habitat use.  There have been only three confirmed deaths so far, one male who tragically fell 
into a disused septic tank and couldn’t escape, one roadkill, and one juvenile observed being 
taken by an unidentified Owl.   

 

Photo 1: Eastern barred bandicoot 

https://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/wildlife-clinic/wildlife-protection/hooded-plover-updates/
https://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/wildlife-clinic/wildlife-protection/hooded-plover-updates/
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WILDLIFE REHABILITATION & MANAGEMENT 

Koalas 

 Planting at the Koala Reserve has begun for the year with 200 Manna and Blue gums planted in 
the plantations.  

 As the plantations are quite old now, approximately 25 years, rangers are busy clearing 
redundant trees to make way for new stock that is planted yearly. Improvements to the already 
‘wallaby proof’ fences surrounding these plantations are also underway to limit possum 
movement in to these areas. 

 Actions from a report compiled by an external consultant are being undertaken. These mainly 
include improvements to the boardwalk viewing areas, such as extra perches for koalas to feed 
and rest in.  

 At this stage there are still no koala joeys born this season. Breeding behaviour has ceased as 
we move in to winter. 

 Unfortunately in April a female koala was hit and killed on the tourist road adjoining the Koala 
Reserve. A microchip was located and it was revealed she was a Koala Reserve koala that had 
been missing for over a year. 

 

Wildlife Clinic 

 Exercise Angelina is a desktop exercise that was developed and organised to practice the 
deployment and escalation of the Wildlife Response Team to a marine pollution incident 
affecting little penguins on Summerland Peninsula.  Lessons will be applicable to other 
emergency responses within the Nature Parks. 

 Rehabilitation rangers responded to over 250 calls over the past three months. Over 35 
different species of wildlife have been attended to during this time, including several penguins, 
short-tailed shearwaters, a Lesser long-eared bat, a boobook owl, and a swamp harrier. 

 Rehabilitation staff have been kept busy with penguin moulters who haven’t managed to put on 
enough weight. 

 A boobook owl nearly had a sticky end after getting caught in a strip of fly paper! Thanks to a 
very patient vet nurse, the tape was removed along with most of the sticky residue. He/she 
then spent a few days in the rehab clinic regaining condition before release. 

 A swamp harrier found with an injured wing on farmland at Surf Beach, spent time recovering at 
Healesville Sanctuary, where the experienced team there nursed the bird back to health. The 
harrier was then transferred back to the rehab clinic for release back to the farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 1: Boobook owl recovering in the Wildlife Clinic 
Photo 2:  Release of swamp harrier 
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TRAINING & PRESENTATIONS 

 Rebecca McIntosh attended the 6th International Marine Debris Conference in San Diego and 

would like to thank the Nature Parks Board for supporting her attendance. The Conference 

included over 700 participants from 54 countries. With sessions covering research, prevention, 

innovation, policy, education and removal, the topics were highly relevant and the hardest task 

was choosing which session to attend. In summary, marine plastic leads to loss of biodiversity 

and economic losses. 

 At the conference Rebecca provided an oral presentation on using drones to improve our 

detection of marine debris entanglements on Australian fur seals and participated on an 

international panel on entanglements on seals. This conference was beneficial and Rebecca has 

gained much insight, shared her knowledge and begun new collaborations. It was the first 

conference Rebecca had attended that attempted to be plastic free, including magnetic chalk 

name tags that will be reused. 

 Representatives of world’s penguin experts, the IUCN Penguin Specialist Group, met recently to 
compile and rank the top three actions and priorities for conservation and research on penguins 
globally.  Dr Andre Chiaradia from Research Unit attended this meeting at White Oak, Florida, a 
conservation centre dedicated to breeding endangered species.   
While penguins live in diverse habitats with different pressures around the globe, the majority 
of conservation and research needs are shared among all penguin species, including Little 
Penguins. These actions will be the IUCN global priorities on penguins to support conservation 
advocacy and funding opportunities around the world. 

 

VOLUNTEERS / STUDENTS 

RACV Volunteers  

 
 2 RACV volunteer days were completed in May.  These volunteers assisted with the 

revegetation on 4 Sites over the 2 days. On the first day we had 32 Volunteers plant 6,400 
grasses at Summerlands Beacon and Berrys Beach.  On the second day 20 Volunteers planted 
180 Gum Trees (Eucalyptus Globulus and Eucalyptus Viminalis) in the koala plantations and 
1000 Grasses at Five ways Reserve.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Photo 1: RACV volunteers at Berrys Beach         Photo 2: RACV Volunteers at the KCC 

 
 
 
 

https://www.whiteoakwildlife.org/
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Wildlife Monitoring Internship 
 

 The Conservation Department had provided a internship position for Deakin University student, 
Tiffany Fiddyment, to help work with us in the Wildlife Monitoring program for the past 3 
months. Tiffany has contributed around 320 hours of volunteer hours, covering many aspects of 
our wildlife monitoring including the deployment and maintenance of cameras during the 
Summerlands predator monitoring programs.  She has also processed and sorted around 2 
million photos using the Rstudio program.   This internship position has contributed greatly 
towards our conservation projects across the team. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Photo 1: “Moby Junior” during Summerlands monitoring program 

 
 
 

Photo 2: Tiffany setting up a Wildlife 
Monitoring camera 

 

Photo 1: Distribution of “Moby Junior” 
feral cat through the 2017 monitoring 

program 
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Students 

Two Monash honours students deliver great final talks 

 Two honours students from the Monash University are in their final stages of their theses. They 
have presented their final talks last week. Their talks were well received not only because the 
charismatic species but the excellent work they have presented.  

  

 Karina Sorell on “aerial imagery and its role in fur seal population monitoring”.  Karina showed 
the great advances of using RPAs (drones) to monitor seals. She focused on comparing this new 
method with conventional monitoring methods (ground counts, and “Capture Mark Resight” 
techniques). Her project highlights the Nature Parks’ work in this area, and the huge potential of 
this technique for wildlife monitoring. 

  

 
 

Photo 1: Karina’s talk at Monash 
 

 Florence Sperring on “Little penguin response on changes in water temperature”.  With the 
increase in the ocean temperature, Florence explored how penguins are responding to changes 
in temperature and potential impact on the penguin food security in the future. She used 15 
years of satellite and penguin weighbridge data to show that mixed waters, due to increasing El 
Nino events, reduce foraging success. While the population of penguins at Phillip Island is in 
good shape, little penguins on the east and west coast of Australia are already experiencing a 
decrease in foraging success due to temperature anomalies. This temperature anomaly is not 
yet recorded for the Bass Strait. 

 

 
Photo 1: Florence’s talk at Monash 
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MEDIA/PR 

 Partnership with the Nature Parks and VicRoads for Shearwater rescue for 2018 produced 
promotional video, media releases and billboards that helped support key messages during the 
fledgling time of year.   

 

 Published paper “Looking without Landing” accepted in Frontiers of Marine Science. 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2018.00202. Within one week of publication the paper had 
received 1016 views, an amazing result.  Technical advances in monitoring devices, specifically 
drones, are allowing managers and scientists to obtain quality information on ecosystem health 
with minimal disturbance to ecosystems and the wildlife they support. Counts of Australian fur 
seals from drone images were more precise than typical ground based methods. The method 
provided in this paper will be useful for many wildlife applications and allow other researchers to 
fast track adopting drones for monitoring. 

 

 We have had several media interviews and articles after the launch of SealSpotter. 
o http://www.abc.net.au/radio/melbourne/programs/breakfast/breakfast/9725648 
o https://www.broadsheet.com.au/melbourne/city-file/article/you-can-now-help-

victorias-baby-seals-comfort-your-couch 
o http://online.isentialink.com/ntnews.com.au/2018/05/09/bab31b31-68a8-4f19-

9940-93dcbc1bfd22.html 
o https://www.3aw.com.au/citizen-scientists-required-to-spy-on-victorias-seal-

colony/ 
o https://au.news.yahoo.com/fur-seal-count-offering-relaxing-research-011346813--

spt.html 
o East Gippsland News Wednesday 9/05/2018 
o ABC http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-05-16/armchair-scientists-use-drone-

footage-to-monitor-seal-numbers/9762490 
o 13 May - Radio Marinara (RH) https://www.rrr.org.au/whats-going-on/news/seal-

spotters-on-radio-marinara/  
o Phillip Island and San Remo Advertiser, 9 May 2018. 
o National Science Magazine, reporter Jenny Hullick, interview on 24 May. 
o Invitation to write blog piece for Journal of Animal Ecology. 
o The South East Trawl Fisheries Association (SETFIA) newsletter, May 2018 

 

 
Graph 1: Statistics on SealSpotter user growth 

 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2018.00202.%20Within
http://www.abc.net.au/radio/melbourne/programs/breakfast/breakfast/9725648
https://www.broadsheet.com.au/melbourne/city-file/article/you-can-now-help-victorias-baby-seals-comfort-your-couch
https://www.broadsheet.com.au/melbourne/city-file/article/you-can-now-help-victorias-baby-seals-comfort-your-couch
http://online.isentialink.com/ntnews.com.au/2018/05/09/bab31b31-68a8-4f19-9940-93dcbc1bfd22.html
http://online.isentialink.com/ntnews.com.au/2018/05/09/bab31b31-68a8-4f19-9940-93dcbc1bfd22.html
https://www.3aw.com.au/citizen-scientists-required-to-spy-on-victorias-seal-colony/
https://www.3aw.com.au/citizen-scientists-required-to-spy-on-victorias-seal-colony/
https://au.news.yahoo.com/fur-seal-count-offering-relaxing-research-011346813--spt.html
https://au.news.yahoo.com/fur-seal-count-offering-relaxing-research-011346813--spt.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-05-16/armchair-scientists-use-drone-footage-to-monitor-seal-numbers/9762490
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-05-16/armchair-scientists-use-drone-footage-to-monitor-seal-numbers/9762490
https://www.rrr.org.au/whats-going-on/news/seal-spotters-on-radio-marinara/
https://www.rrr.org.au/whats-going-on/news/seal-spotters-on-radio-marinara/
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GRANTS / EXTERNAL FUNDING 

 The SBSBCAG were successful in obtaining funding (10k) for a Vegetation Management Plan 
from Surfies Point Car-park to Forrest Caves. This money was made available from the Barb 
Martin Bushbank, so thanks BMBB. 

 Three grant applications were submitted to the Department of Land Water and Planning as part 
of their Marine Biodiversity Response Planning. The projects were looking at human pollutants 
in Bass Strait using seabirds and fur seals as indicators at the top of the food chain, and reducing 
boat based marine plastic inputs to Bass Strait. 

 Artificial lights can attract penguins to undesirable areas.  The global increase of artificial light 
(at 2.2% per year) is one of the most pervasive forms of environmental pollution. For the Nature 
Parks, the artificial lighting is essential for our visitors to view penguins in the dark. Responding 
to the need to minimise light pollution, we have conducted several studies thanks to a 
European Union grant.  

 

 


