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   Environment News                                              April 2015 

Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager and Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge 

 

WINNERS – 2015 AUSTRALIAN COASTAL AWARDS 

The 2015 Australian Coastal Awards were announced on 12 March at the Australian Coastal 
Councils Conference, held near Cape Schanck, on Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula. 

The Awards were established in 2014 to acknowledge the achievement of individuals and 
organisations that have made a significant contribution to the Australian coastal 
environment, settlements and sustainability. They are intended to raise community 
awareness of the importance of the 
coastal zone and to encourage 
coastal planning and management 
practitioners to strive for excellence. 
    

Dr Rosalind Jessop and Matthew 
Jackson (right) of Phillip Island 
Nature Parks, received the Australian 
Coastal Award for Planning and 
Management for the entry Saving 
Summerland: A Peninsula for the 
Penguins with Barry Sammels, Chair 
of the National Sea Change 
Taskforce. 

The award in this category is made to Phillip Island Nature Parks for the entry – Saving 
Summerland: A Peninsula For The Penguins. In the view of the judges this project, now in its 
30th year, has achieved its objective of saving the last remaining colony of penguins on the 
Phillip Island coastline. In the 1980s, penguins on the Summerland Peninsula were facing 
extinction as a result of development pressures, loss of habitat, predation by dogs and foxes 
and weed infestation. The project set out to address these issues through a combination of 
long-term monitoring, an extensive buy-back program of residential housing and allotments, 
conservation of an entire coastal landscape and effective predator control. Penguin 
population in the colony is now estimated at 32,000 adult birds, the Summerland Housing 
Estate has been relocated, the habitat has been restored, and there have been no recorded 
deaths caused by foxes for more than five years. 

 
PEST PLANTS 

 
Weed control total for the financial year to the end of March was 2543 hours. The March weed 
management total was 196 hours, (119 on the Ramsar Project). At Observation Point there is 
real progress being made on polygala, pittosporum and marram grass. Follow-up continued on 
kikuyu, other grasses and succulents on the Summerland Peninsula; boxthorn at Pyramid 
Rock; Coprosma at Smiths Beach, sea spurge at Berry’s Beach. 
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REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

 
The first group of University volunteers have come and gone and this week will see the 
second group for the year. They have enthusiastically participated in projects including weed 
removal from beaches and wetland areas, seed collection, plant propagation, work at the 
Penguin Parade, fuel reduction at the Koala Conservation Centre and maintenance weed 
removal at Churchill Island. National Australia Bank volunteer teams and school groups have 
also started for the year and the Green Army is set to start this month – great to have so 
many volunteers helping us with our weed and planting programs – thanks to them all. 
 
Planting season has started out at Fishers wetlands and more sites will be re-vegetated in 
the up and coming months. Cape Woolamai and Berry’s Beach will be major re-vegetation 
projects this year alongside Scenic Estate and Summerlands Peninsula.   
 
The Surf Beach Sunderland Bay Coastcare Group have had already had a few productive 
days continuing their great work along that section of the coast.  More information on 
volunteering with the group for work days and projects can be found on their Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-
Group/1537561176526761 
 
Friends of the Koalas continue their great work through Oswin Roberts reserve and have 
helped with plant propagation at the Barb Martin Bushbank. 
 
 

PEST ANIMALS  

 
Foxes 
We have had another fox detection dog join the program with 
‘Lady’, a 4 year old German-Wirehaired Pointer, coming over 
from the Tasmanian Fox Program.  Lady (opposite) will enable 
us to track foxes over longer distances (due to her larger build 
and steady nature) on the island and has integrated quickly 
with the other two dogs Sam and Jazz.   
 
Fox monitoring surveys are continuing across the island with 
fox scats found near Ventnor Common recently.  Night-time 
surveys with infra-red equipment and trapping continue with the next island-wide baiting 
program due to occur in June.     

 
Please call 0419 369 365 if you have seen a fox on Phillip Island 
 
Cats 
A total of 75 feral cats have been removed from the park this financial year. Trapping is now 
occurring on the Summerland Peninsula and Kitty Miller Bay area and the Fishers/Churchill 
road coastal fringe in response to several sightings.  These efforts will hopefully help protect 
the Short-tailed Shearwaters and migratory shorebirds as well as nesting resident shorebirds. 
 
Rabbits 
The Bass Coast Landcare Network is still finalising a draft Rabbit Strategy in collaboration 
with Phillip Island Nature Parks, Bass Coast Shire Council, Parks Victoria and other agencies 
to standardise and coordinate monitoring and control of rabbits across the region.  The 
Penguin Foundation has supported the development of the strategy which will be sent out 
for public comment in the near future. 
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HOODED PLOVER  

 
At the end of the 2014-15 breeding season there were 28 nests, 70 eggs, 23 chicks of which 
12 (probably 13) fledged. This is equal or better success than for the previous 23 years of 
monitoring. The first nest was found on 13/09/14 which is about normal.  
The first chicks x3 hatched on 16/10/14 at Anchorage Rd were lost probably due to weather. 
The first successful fledging was just before Christmas with 1 chick at Elizabeth Cove – 
fledged 23/12/14. 
 

 
2 out of 4 hoodies chicks banded at Woolamai Beach / Anzac west on the 30/03/15 
 
Dates for the – Hooded Plover and Gull Count 

Count Date Meet Time Place Tide height Tide time 

Wednesday 
29/07/2015 

08:30 am 
Environment 

Pod 
1.38 m 09:30 am 

Monday 
09/11/2015 

09:30 am 
Environment 

Pod 
1.25 m 10:37 am 

 

Beach Nesting Bird Portal:    
http://portal.mybeachbird.com.au/ 
The manual to assist with entering and viewing data now available online: 
http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/BNB-MyHoodie_data_portal_user_guide-hoodies.pdf 
Contact Jon Fallaw if you have any issues with the portal for Phillip Island. 
 
 
SH0RT-TAILED SHEARWATERS  

 
The short-tailed shearwater breeding season has been followed with interest to see how the 
population fared after the ‘wreck’ in late 2013. During the wreck, countless adult 
shearwaters washed up on beaches up and down the south and east coasts of Australia and 
there was almost complete breeding failure during the 2013/2014 season. Thankfully, adults 
returned to the breeding colonies in good numbers in September 2014 and birds started 
refurbishing burrows and commenced breeding.  
 
This season, there were 16 eggs laid and 13 chicks from 30 artificial nest boxes established 
in 2010 by the Research team at the Penguin Parade. This compares to 16 chicks in 2012, 12 
in 2013 and none in 2014. From another 149 nest boxes that were installed just prior to this 
breeding season, there were 27 eggs laid yielding 14 chicks. This is encouraging as more 
shearwaters used these new nest boxes for breeding than was expected based on uptake 
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rates in other studies, and bodes well for future monitoring. So, the shearwater breeding 
season for 2014/2015 has been successful and is similar to years monitored prior to the 
wreck of 2013/2014. 
 
 

KOALAS 

 
As part of our obligation under our wildlife displayer license, we complete an annual report 
to account for the koalas at the Koala Conservation Centre, and any births, deaths or 
escapes over the previous 12 months.  In the year ending 31 March, our population reduced 
from 30 to 23 koalas.  This was due to four deaths, four escapes and one birth.  
Unfortunately, the birth was also one of the deaths – this koala never making it past the 
pouch young stage.  The other three (all males) were euthanized due to injury and illness.  
The fence surrounding the KCC is very good at keeping koalas on the side they belong, but it 
is not 100% effective, so we also have koalas ‘go missing’ from time to time.  These we 
presume them to have got over the fence, although the truth could be that they have died in 
the woodland and not been found.  In any case those not seen for 12 months need to be 
‘written off’ as part of this process. 
 
Reports of koala activity around Phillip Island over the last couple of months, although few, 
have been mainly of sightings along road sides.   
 
KCC rangers welcome sightings of koalas on the island being reported to them on 
5952 1307, and are particularly interested in the colour of any ear tags seen. 
 
WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

 
Currently in care at the Nature Parks Wildlife Clinic is one Little Penguin, which is an 
underweight juvenile who is progressing well, and 2 hand-raised Ringtail Possums, due for 
release in July.  
 
The penguin with the patch of missing feathers completed his moult successfully and was 
released. We also released our two hand-raised Eastern Rosella chicks, and our four hand-
raised Ringtail as well as one Brushtail possum.  The Pacific Gull also made a full recovery 
and was released. 
 
Nature Parks Rangers responded to 126 wildlife rescue calls during February and March.  
 
We have had several success stories over the last two months: 
 

• We released of a total of 20 Little Penguins. 
• A duck hit by a car in San Remo, made a full recovery and released.  
• A Pacific Gull was transferred from Melbourne Zoo following a wing injury resulting 

from fishing line and hook entanglements. The Gull completed the final stage of his 
care with us, where he was able to regain fitness and waterproofing.  

• A swan rescued from Conservation Hill made a swift recovery from its injuries and 
was released.  

• We also successfully rehabilitated a Pelican, captured at the San Remo Fish Co-op 
with soft tissue damage to the right ankle. He was released after a round of 
medications and time in the pool.  

 
Three more Veterinary Science students each completed 5 days of pre-clinical placement 
with us.  
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The preparation of oiled seal response and wildfire action strategies are ongoing. These 
activities as well as training are being supported by grants from the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and the Penguin Foundation. 
 
Preparation work is almost complete for the upcoming Short-tailed Shearwater fledging 
season in April/May.  
 
 
FIRE 

It has been a relatively quiet season in relation to fire, with the Fire Danger Period finishing 
on March 23. 
 
We are still planning for a small burn at the Koala Conservation Centre (KCC) as per our Fire 
Operations Plan and following the KCC burn proposal. It is a very small burn of 0.6 Ha for 
ecological purposes. Weather permitting and following the burn proposal guidelines, 
hopefully it will go ahead over the following weeks. 
  
Due to the mild weather conditions over the last month, we have started slashing all tracks, 
fire breaks and fuel breaks again around the park. 
  

A Wildlife Bushfire Response Plan is being developed with funds from the Penguin 
Foundation and the Nature Parks.  A desk top exercise will be held in May. 

 
As part of its ongoing commitment to fire management across the park, the Nature Parks is 
currently developing a brief for consultants to develop the ‘Phillip Island Nature Park Fire 
Management Plan 2015 – 2020’. 

 

For all other fire related activites, see the Nature Parks Fire Operations Plan 2015-2017 at 
the following link: http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-
programs/fire-management/ 

 
 
GRANTS AND PROJECTS 

Melbourne Water 2014/15 
We are still using the grant money from Melbourne Water during 2014/15 to control weeds 
within our wetlands. 
 
Melbourne Water 2015/16  
Works will commence soon on the grant for $14,300 from Melbourne Water to control weeds 
and planting within our wetlands for 2015/16. 
 
Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority (Caring for our Country, 
Ramsar Grant)  
Weed work at Observation Point and vermin control have continued as part of this grant. 
 
DEPI Coastcare Community Grants 2014 
The grant for ‘Protection of Hooded Plovers and Short-tailed Shearwaters’, is progressing 
well, with new beach signage and equipment purchased for volunteers, and the new ‘Special 
Shorebird’ signage has been installed. 
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DEPI Coastcare Community Grants 2014/15 
Work to continue weed control on Cape Woolamai and Kitty Miller Bay to protect Short-tailed 
Shearwater habitat will commence once the birds leave. 
 
DEPI Coastal Environment Program 2014/15 
Design and engineering has been completed to construct new boardwalks at Forrest Caves 
and Kitty Miller Bay. We are now applying for Coastal Management Act consent. 
 
DELWP Wildlife Shelter Grants 2014  
We have been successful in obtaining a grant to support the development of a Wildlife 
Wildfire plan for the Summerland Peninsula, oil spill training and on upgrading the Wildlife 
Clinic to support oil and fire response. 
 
Penguin Foundation 2014/15 
Funding has used to hire extra VMS signage for Short-tailed Shearwaters 
Protection Program, and funding was acquired for Landcare for the Rabbit Strategy. 
We have also recently been successful in receiving funding for the salary of the Dog Handler 
for the fox program for 2015/16. 
Funding from the Penguin Foundation will also be used to conduct a research project on the 
post-release survival of hand-raised possums. We are currently applying to the Animal Ethics 
Committee for approval. 
 
Friends of the Koalas Inc. - Communities for Nature 2014-15 (Round 4) ($6483) 
This grant of $6483 is for Friends of the Koalas Inc. to assist with eucalyptus and grassland 
regeneration in the Oswin Roberts Reserve.  The Nature Parks is a partner for the grant. 
 
 
PLANNING  

 
The Nature Park provided comment to DELWP on a planning application for a Health and 
Wellbeing facility development near Newhaven. 
 
Porticipate 
Porticipate has been disbanded. 
 
 
PARK-WIDE CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

 
The construction crew have just completed the boardwalk and viewing platforms for stage 
one of the Scenic Estate project. This was a six weeks project with the Nature Park working 
in conjunction with the Bass Coast Shire.  
 
Currently Rob and Brenden have been preparing the Nobbies Visitor Centre for the arrival of 
the renovation contractors. 
 
New trail signage has also been installed by Environment staff; new trail signs from Oswin 
Roberts to Rhyll, new Special Shorebirds signs on beach access tracks and new info shelter 
and interps signs at Swan Lake. 
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RHYLL INLET SIGNAGE STRATEGY 

 
The next stage of signage refresh around the Nature Park is at Conservation Hill, Rhyll Inlet 
and Observation Point, as per the below map. 
 

 
Map of Rhyll Inlet showing where new signage is to be placed. 
 
This signage strategy aims to educate and raise awareness of the area’s special values and 
how we can all help to protect the area. The strategy involves the development and 
installation of four different types of signage, as follows: 
 
 
1. Marker buoys – the Nature Parks is investigating the installation of 

marker buoys to be placed on the seaward boundary of the Rhyll 
Special Management Area as per the map above. These are 
advisory buoys only and do not restrict or change access to the 
area. These buoys are to advise waterway users to be mindful that 
they are entering a sensitive conservation area and to consider 
going slow or reducing noise.  
 
After consultation with Parks Victoria, the proposed type of marker 
buoy to be installed is opposite.  
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2. Information shelter signs –  
a. Conservation Hill shelter – walking trail maps, general introduction to wetland, 

introduction of concept of shorebird conservation, resident/migratory shorebirds. 
b. McIlwraith Rd shelter (to be constructed) – walking trail maps, general 

introduction to wetland, major focus on migratory shorebirds, threats, migratory 
routes etc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  New information shelter signage at Swan Lake. The same style will be  
  installed at Conservation Hill and McIlwraith Road. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The draft information shelter signage artwork for Conservation Hill. 
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3. Interpretation signage – current signage to be refreshed and placed strategically along 

the walking track. These signs will provide information on wetland and estuary 
vegetation, resident and migratory shorebirds, estuarine ecosystems and Ramsar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New interpretational signage at Cape Woolamai. The same style will be installed 
along the Conservation Hill – Rhyll walking track.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Draft interpretational signage artwork, to be installed along the Conservation Hill – 
Rhyll walking track. 
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4. Special Shorebird signs – to be placed at entry points to Observation Point and Rhyll Inlet 
to educate and raise awareness of the special shorebirds that use the area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Special Shorebird signage. The same style will installed at entry points to 
Observation Point and Rhyll Inlet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Draft Special Shorebird signage artwork, to be installed at entry points to Observation 
Point and Rhyll Inlet. 


