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   Environment News                                              February 2015 

Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge and Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager 

 
Over the bust summer period Rangers spend the majority of their time managing visitors to 
park - ensuring compliance with park regulations and providing information and 
interpretation about the park. 
 
SUMMER PATROLS 

 
Fires/vandalism 
No major fires in the park, however 11 camp/beach fires were responded during the summer 
period. 
 
Flynns Beach    
A 4WD vehicle was driven down onto the beach at Flynns Beach after vandals destroyed the 
gate. Thanks to VicPol for arranging removal of the stolen vehicle. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dogs (20/12/2014 to 26/01/2015) 
Patrols indicated that when dogs were present on beaches there was usually some owners in 
breach of regulations (see below) – breaches were mainly by owner who did not have their 
dogs not on a leash or exercising their dog on the beach outside permitted hours. 
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Dog owners visiting Smiths Beach are to be congratulated on their consideration for other 
beach users and wildlife with a higher level of compliance to regulations than other dog 
owners at other beaches. 
 
Surf Beach and the Colonnades were beaches that were frequently visited by enforcement 
rangers as they had a high level of non-compliance.  Ongoing enforcement patrols will 
provide ongoing education opportunities for dog owners. 
 
Orphaned waste washed up at the Nobbies 
A drum containing an unknown substance was 
washed up at The Nobbies in early January, next 
to the Crested tern colony.  The CFA hazardous 
and noxious waste unit came down and made it 
safe and the Cowes Fisheries officers helped 
Nature Parks Rangers move it to safe storage. 
 
The waste will be disposed of an approved 
contractor. 
 
If you should find washed up drums with 
unknown contents please call the CFA 
immediately to make it safe. 
 
Disposal of such waste is the responsibility of the 
land owner on whose land it is found.  The suspect drum at the Nobbies. 
 
 
PEST PLANTS 

Weed control total for the financial year to the end of January was 2021 hours.  
December and January weed management totalled 263 hours excluding contractor hours. 
Despite a very busy patrol season there was a wide range of small follow up weed 
management projects. Work continued on dolichos, blue periwinkle, tall wheat grass, 
boneseed, apple of sodom, inkweed, ragwort, stinkwort, red hot pokers, and spiny rush – a 
new and emerging weed. Mostly the projects have been for the Summerland Peninsula or the 
Ramsar coast projects. 
 
 

REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

University volunteers are currently assisting the Environment Department with various 
environmental activities around the park for two weeks. Projects include weed removal from 
beaches and wetland areas, seed collection, plant propagation, work at the parade, fuel 
reduction at the KCC and maintenance at Churchill Island.  
 
Apart from this group we will be having an extremely busy year with volunteers - school 
groups, Green Army, 2 x ISV groups, NAB, and more University volunteers. 
 
The Sunderland Bay/Surf Beach Coastcare Group continues its great work along that section 
of coast and will have its first Coastcare Day on the 22nd of Feb. 
Friends of the Koalas continued ragwort removal in Oswin Roberts reserve and have helped 
with plant propagation at the Barb Martin Bushbank. They have also been constructing coups 
at Con Hill, great stuff!! 
Preparations for the Green Army to start in March are ongoing, with facilities at the KCC 
refreshed and a works plan developed. Recruitment for participants starts soon! 
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PEST ANIMALS  

 
Foxes 
Funding from The Ian Potter Foundation has allowed a collaborative fox survey between the 
Nature Park and Tasmanian Fox Programs to occur late last year.  During the three week 
visit a total of six fox scats were detected and collected for further analysis. Areas where the 
scats were found are now subject to 
further monitoring and control efforts.  No 
evidence of fox litters have been found on 
Philip Island for four years. 
 
In order to limit fox migration from the 
adjoining mainland, Ian Potter Foundation 
Funding has also allowed the 
reinstatement of a fox surveillance camera 
on the Phillip Island bridge (in progress), 
strategic fencing on the San Remo 
approach to the bridge and the 
commencement of monitoring and baiting 
on the Anderson Peninsula to form a 
buffer zone of low fox density. 

Fox Detection Dog Jazz indicating on a fox scat 
near Cape Woolamai 

 

Please call 0419 369 365 if you have seen a fox on Phillip Island 
 
Cats 
A total of 64 feral cats have been removed from the park this financial year. Trapping is now 
occurring on the Summerland Peninsula and the airport coastline in response to several 
sightings.  These efforts will hopefully help protect the Short-tailed Shearwaters and 
migratory shorebirds as well as nesting resident shorebirds. 
 
Rabbits 
The Bass Coast Landcare Network is finalising a draft Rabbit Strategy in collaboration with 
Phillip Island Nature Parks, Bass Coast Shire Council, Parks Victoria and other agencies to 
standardise and coordinate monitoring and control of rabbits across the region.  The Penguin 
Foundation has supported the development of the strategy which will be sent out for public 
comment in the near future. 
 
 
HOODED PLOVER  

To the beginning of February there have been 24 nests, 60 eggs, 14 chicks of which 6 have 
fledged. Against all odds the Surfies Point pair fledged three chicks on the 24/01/15; they 
achieved a similar feat in 2005-06 at the same location. The three chicks were left until after 
the busy Australia Day holiday, however it was just too long as they had just fledged when 
we tried to band them. It was wonderful to have Grant Stewart from the Central Desert help 
out with the chick monitoring and meeting local volunteers and residents. 
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Pete with Grant Stewart - chick monitoring Empty handed banding team at Surf Beach. 
 
Currently there are 5 nests (10 eggs) on the go: Flynns Beach, Woolshed Bight, Hutchison 
Beach, Speke Beach east and Anzacs west. 
 
Hooded Plover Watch volunteers have again been fantastic, mainly at Red Rocks and Surf 
Beach and there has been very good cooperation with BCSC to coordinate nest protection 
measures, including joint nest refuge signage. 
 
 

2015 Dates for the – Hooded Plover and Gull Count  
 

Count Date Meet Time Place Tide height Tide time 

Tuesday 
17/02/2015 

08:30 am 
Environment 

Pod 
1.25 m 09:47 am 

Friday 
17/04/2015 

08:30 am 
Environment 

Pod 
1.36 m 09:47 am 

Wednesday 
29/07/2015 

08:30 am 
Environment 

Pod 
1.38 m 09:30 am 

Monday 
09/11/2015 

09:30 am 
Environment 

Pod 
1.25 m 10:37 am 

 

Beach Nesting Bird Portal:    
 
http://portal.mybeachbird.com.au/ 
 
The manual to assist with entering and viewing data now available online: 
 
 http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/BNB-MyHoodie_data_portal_user_guide-hoodies.pdf 
 
Contact Jon Fallaw if you have any issues with the portal for Phillip Island or wish to monitor 
nests. 
 
Crested terns 
Ranger staff assisted the Victorian Wader Study Group with banding Crested Tern chicks at 
the Nobbies.  The colony this year was a good size with over 4000 pairs. 
 
 
 

http://portal.mybeachbird.com.au/
http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/BNB-MyHoodie_data_portal_user_guide-hoodies.pdf
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KOALAS 

A count of the koalas in Nature Park woodlands was conducted on the 15th and 16th of 
December.  The Friends of the Koalas joined with Nature Park rangers to line search the 
Oswin Roberts and Ventnor reserves and the woodlands surrounding the KCC.  Three koalas 
were found in the Oswin Roberts reserve, one in Ventnor and three around the KCC.  These 
results are similar to searches in recent years, so indicate the declining koala population is 
still in low numbers across the island.  KCC rangers welcome reports of koalas on the island 
being reported to them on 5952 1307. 
 
A sprinkler system has recently been completed at the KCC which will protect the boardwalks 
and visitor center in the event of fire.  Importantly, koalas will be provided refuge areas, and 
visitors a safe exit as a result.  These are the major element in a fire mitigation project at the 
KCC which also involves some vegetation modification. 
 
Garden improvements at the Koala Conservation Centre  

The garden at the front of the Visitor Centre is being 
refreshed by Nature Park staff.   
 
The refreshed garden will provide a warm welcome for 
visitors, be compliant with the new bushfire building 
protection guidelines and give the Nature Parks an 
opportunity to showcase some of our rarer plant 
species. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New landscaping at the KCC also assists fire prevention measures 

 
WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

 
Currently in care at the Nature Parks Wildlife Clinic are four Little Penguins, six Ringtail 
Possums, one Brush-tail Possum, two Eastern Rosellas and a Pacific Gull. 
 
One of the penguins in care has a patch of feathers missing from his back, so we are waiting 
for him to moult in order to restore his waterproofing. Another has made a successful 
recovery after neurological problems following a predatory bite around the back of the neck.  
 
Two Australian Pelicans were cared for and successfully released over the last two months. 
One bird came in with a fishing hook in its wing, and the other with soft tissue damage to its 
ankle.  
 
Nature Parks Rangers responded to 171 wildlife rescue calls during December and January.  
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On Australia Day a Swamp Wallaby was reported to be hopping around in a house, narrowly 
missing precious glass ornaments. Wildlife Rehabilitation Rangers attended and successfully 
caught and removed the wallaby. The wallaby (and ornaments) were all intact and the story 
made the local paper! 
 
An Australian Magpie was caught high up in a gum tree by a piece of fishing line in a 
caravan park in Cowes. The tree was unsafe to climb and too tall for a ladder, so Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Rangers asked arranged for a trained Nature Parks operator to use a cherry 
picker to rescue it. The magpie was released uninjured.  
 
The preparation of oiled seal response and wildfire action strategies are ongoing. These 
activities as well as training are being supported by grants from the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and the Penguin Foundation. 
 
Four veterinary students have completed the wildlife component of their pre-clinical 
placements with the Nature Parks. Four more vet students will be volunteering with the 
Nature Parks over the next month. 
 
Work has begun for the preplanning of the upcoming Short-tailed Shearwater fledging 
season in April/May. 
 
 

RISK AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

 
The quarterly risk audit was conducted in early February. The high priority jobs outlined in 
the audit are being addressed and other immediate risks caused by isolated incidents and 
weather events have been duly mitigated.  
 
Oil Spill MOU with the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning was signed 
late last year.  The MOU outlines the responsibilities of both parties  
 
 

FIRE 

Currently we have had a relatively quiet season in relation to fire. Possibly due to the mild 
weather conditions we have been having and a strong presence of Rangers patrolling over 
the summer season. Rangers have identified 11 fire incidents to date, areas that have been 
identified include; Woolamai car park, Aussie Track, Cleeland Bight, Surf Beach, Smiths 
Beach and Newhaven Pump station. Fire related incidents have been smouldering embers 
coming from beach camp fires found on early morning patrols.  One camp fire at Cleeland 
Bight was extinguished by the CFA who reported it to the Nature Park; Rangers were able to 
issue an infringement notice for this offence. 
  
We are currently planning for a small burn at the KCC as per our Fire Operations Plan and 
following the KCC burn proposal. It is a very small burn of 0.6 Ha for ecological purposes. 
CFA and BCSC have issued a permit to undergo the planned burn, weather permitting and 
following the burn proposal guidelines. It looks as though it will go ahead over the following 
weeks. 
  
Due to the mild weather conditions over the last month, we have started slashing all tracks, 
fire breaks and fuel breaks again around the park. 
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A Wildlife Bushfire Response Plan is being developed with funds from the Penguin 
Foundation and the Nature Parks.  A desk top exercise will be held in May. 

 
As part of its ongoing commitment to fire management across the park, the Nature Parks is 
currently compiling a brief for consultants to develop the ‘Phillip Island Nature Park Fire 
Management Plan 2015 – 2020’. 

 

The Nature Parks Fire Operations Plan 2015-17 is now completed and live at the following 
link: http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-
management/ 

 
 
GRANTS AND PROJECTS 

Melbourne Water 2014/15 
We are still using the grant money from Melbourne Water during 2014/15 to control weeds 
within our wetlands. 
 
Melbourne Water 2015/16 
We have just been notified of a grant for $14,300 from Melbourne Water during 2015/16 to 
control weeds and planting within our wetlands. Works will commence sometime in autumn. 
 
Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority (Caring for our Country, 
Ramsar Grant) 
Weed work at Observation Point and vermin control have continued as part of this grant. 
 
DEPI Coastcare Community Grants 2014 
The grant for ‘Protection of Hooded Plovers and Short-tailed Shearwaters’, is progressing 
well, with new beach signage and equipment purchased for volunteers. The new ‘Special 
Shorebird’ signage has arrived and will be installed over the coming month. 
 
DEPI Coastcare Community Grants 2014/15 
Work to continue weed control on Cape Woolamai and Kitty Miller Bay to protect Short-tailed 
Shearwater habitat will commence once the birds leave. 
 
DEPI Coastal Environment Program 2014/15 
We have acquired funding under this new grant program to construct new boardwalks at 
Forrest Caves and Kitty Miller Bay. Design and engineering has begun on these boardwalks 
 
DEPI Wildlife Shelter Grants 2014 
We have been successful in obtaining a grant to support the development of a Wildlife 
Wildfire plan for the Summerland Peninsula.  Monies will also be spent on upgrading the 
Wildlife Clinic to support oil and fire response. 
 
Penguin Foundation 2014/15 
We have been successful in obtaining a grant from the Penguin Foundation for extra VMS 
signage during Short-tailed Shearwater migration, and funding was acquired for Landcare for 
the Rabbit Strategy. 
 
Communities for Nature 2014-15 (Round 4) 
This grant of $6483 is for Friends of the Koalas Inc. to assist with eucalyptus and grassland 
regeneration in the Oswin Roberts Reserve.  The Nature Parks is a partner for the grant. 
 

http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
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MATTERS OF INTEREST 

 
Environment Rangers visit the Prom 
A big thank you to the staff at the Prom for showing us around - Brett Mitchell, Ranger in 

Charge, and Senior Ranger, Jim Whelan.  

  
Well thought out facilities   Knowledge sharing about planned burning  
 
 
Visiting Martu Ranger from WA 
During January, Grant Stewart, a young Kanyirninpa Jukurrpa Ranger from outback WA 
volunteered with the Nature 
Parks.  Grant undertook a wide 
range of activities including 
enforcement, koala feeding and 
interpretation, penguin research 
and participating in our eco-
accredited tours. 
 
Kanyirninpa Jukurrpa (KJ) is a 
Martu organisation that is based 
in Newman, WA engaged in 
various land management and 
other training programs – more 
information can be found at 
http://kj.org.au/ 
 
     Grant assisting Research into penguins. 
 

PLANNING  

 
Regional Coastal Plan 
A draft Central Regional Coastal Plan, based on the Victorian Coastal Strategy and 
community input, is now available for comment. The Nature Park will be doing so, though 
we are already fairly familiar with it as Roz helped write it! 
 
Planning permit application with Bass Coast Shire Council 
The Nature Park has provided comment to DELWP on the planning permit application for a 
camping and caravan park at Forrest Caves. 

http://kj.org.au/

