
Phillip Island Nature Parks Environment News – February 2017   1 
 

  

ENVIRONMENT NEWS – February 2017 
Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager, Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge, and Environment team 

 

PEST PLANTS 

Park-wide Weed Management 

During December and January most of the weed work focused on woody weeds and thistles on the 
Summerland Peninsula and along the Ramsar coastline. Chilean Needle Grass has a staggered 
germination during spring so late seeding plants were removed near the Koala Conservation Centre. 
There was another follow-up for Serrated Tussock in the old Summerland housing estate with only 
two small plants found in the three known sites. Work continued on a large crop of Inkweed that 
grew following the removal of the pines at Pyramid Rock last winter. 

Doug Frood found a new weed for the Park during a 
vegetation survey south of Rhyll with Alison Oates. 
Haas Grass Tribolium uniolae is native to South Africa. 
Described as highly invasive and may seriously impact 
native plant communities through competition. 

Alison Oates at Tribolium site search 27/01/17 Haas Grass Tribolium unilolae specimen 

Haas Grass distribution     Alison Oates and Charlie Guy collecting a sample 
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Tribolium likes clay soils and ironstone gravels, and plants mainly reproduce and spread by small 
light-weight seeds, but can reproduce from small basal buds. Seedling survival is highest in damp 
areas such as creek lines and will spread into bushland after fire. We did not find any plants in the 
adjacent paddocks and good news for farmers is that it does not appear to tolerate grazing. 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic direction - 2.2 Facilitate co–operative approaches to island–
wide environmental management 

 

REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

Summer time is the time for seed collection and revegetation project planning.  

The parks Revegetation Plan has been written up for 2017 and seed is being collected accordingly. 
Areas of major focus will be Cape Woolamai, Berrys Beach walking track, Five Ways and the Ramsar 
coastline. 

The Penguin Parade will be another major focus alongside the new building; however this is more of 
a three year plan. 

We have seen our first group of university volunteers for the year and they have helped with spinach 
propagation and Poa seed collection. 

Now that school is back we will be getting lots of school groups coming through which will help with 
preparing sites for the upcoming planting season. 

An internal volunteer day was organized for February 11th to increase penguin habitat on the east 
side of the Penguin Parade. This will be an ongoing project.             

Surf Beach Sunderland Bay Coastcare Group has had their summer break and will be back in force in 
February.   

More information on volunteering with the group 
and projects can be found on their Facebook 
page:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-
Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-
Group/1537561176526761     

Friends of Koalas had a successful day removing 
ragwort throughout Oswin Roberts reserve. After 
many years of dedication the infestation seems to 
be less and less, which is great. 

Ragwort follow up in Oswin Roberts with FOK 

 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic direction - 2.2 Facilitate co–operative approaches to island–
wide environmental management and 2.6  Raise awareness and encourage shared responsibility 
for conservation  

 

PEST ANIMALS 

Foxes 

Precautionary island-wide baiting concluded before Christmas with no evidence of foxes detected in 
over 18 months.  As foxes are notoriously difficult to detect, particularly at low densities, it is critical 
monitoring continues and fox sightings are reported.  At the moment Detection Dogs are surveying 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-Group/1537561176526761
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-Group/1537561176526761
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-Group/1537561176526761
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traditional fox hot-spots as these areas are likely to be revisited by remaining foxes, and spotlight 
surveys and infra-red camera surveys continue.   

 

Please call 0419 369 365 if you have seen a fox on Phillip Island 

 

Cats 

To date in 2016/17 a total of 66 feral cats have been removed from Phillip Island.  Cat trapping on 
the coastline near Rhyll as part of the Ramsar Protection Program, and intensive cat trapping around 
the Summerland Peninsula has resulted in 15 feral cat being removed in the past month. 

 

Rabbits 

The release of the new strain of Calicivirus (RHDK5) is scheduled for early March with spotlight 
monitoring occurring before and after the release to determine its impact.  While it is unknown how 
effective this new strain will be at reducing the rabbit population on Phillip Island, it will allow land 
managers and the community to implement other control methods to further reduce the impacts of 
rabbits.  The Rabbitscan app will also allow community members to map rabbit activity and control 
measures and to record disease such as myxomytosis and Calicivirus.  Training sessions for 
community groups to use Rabbitscan are planned to commence soon. 
 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic direction - 2.2 Facilitate co–operative approaches to island–
wide environmental management and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared responsibility 
for conservation 

 

HOODED PLOVER (EASTERN) Thinornis cucullatus (EPBC listed as Vulnerable) 

Hooded Plovers have had more difficulty breeding this season compared to the bumper 2015-16 
season. The first chick YLF 31 fledged at Surf Beach at the end of January. This was followed by 1 
chick YLF 34 at Justice Rd and the much delayed Bella Vista chicks YLF 32 and 33 on 10/02/17. Of 
interest was that YLF 33 from Bella Vista Rd joined up with YLF 34 from Justice Rd and the blended 
family moved further west to Red Rocks. 

Hoodie update to 10th February 2017: 

 31 nests so far – there are no active nests, hope we get some late laying? 

 70 eggs 

 28 chicks from 11 nests. Below are the chicks at 10/02/17 
o 1 Surf Beach (Park St), banded and flagged YLF ‘31’ on 23/01/17 (fledged)  
o 1 Justice Rd YLF 34 (fledged) 
o 2 Bella Vista Rd YLF 32 and YLF 33 (fledged)  
o 1 Colonnades YLF 35 (fledged) 
o 2 Silverleaves 2-3 week old chicks 
o 3 Elizabeth Cove 2-3 week old chicks 
o 3 Hutchison Beach 2-3 week old chicks 
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Justice Rd chick banding team 31/01/17 Sonia Sanchez and Rhiannon Grinham (BCSC) 

 

Many of you have met Daniel Lees who has been busy on the beaches as the ‘Hooded Plover Ranger’ 
this summer. He has been training volunteers, putting up nest refuges, banding chicks and giving 
presentations. In the background he has also been maintaining equipment, developing nest progress 
signs, monitoring nests and entering data on the portal. In addition he has been working with Bass 
Coast Shire Rangers Rhiannon Grinham and Dave Martin to help manage hoodies along the shire 
managed Cowes foreshore. 

The February island-wide count was conducted on 09/2/17 and a total of 49 hoodies were recorded. 
This is up on the 47 recorded this time last year. The big difference is that we had 12 fledge by 
08/02/16. Many thanks to all who participated as it was a very hot morning. 

 

Crested Tern Sterna bergii (EPBC migratory, listed in JAMBA as Thalasseus bergii) 

Nobbies Crested Tern Colony ~1500 pairs sitting on eggs 20/12/16 

 

Update from Clive Minton (VWSG): Crested Terns at The Nobbies had a generally poor season. An 
estimated 800 pairs this season nested on the outer Seal Rocks, but were unsuccessful (probably 
largely destroyed by the activities of the seals). Only 1500 pairs nested at the usual location on The 
Nobbies. There are still some pairs from the usual 4000-5000 at The Nobbies which are unaccounted 
for. There is no obvious explanation on why many chose not to breed at The Nobbies this year. Many 
of the Silver Gulls did not nest there this year either. 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directions - 2.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets, 2.2 
Facilitate co–operative approaches to island–wide environmental management, 2.5 Build 
conservation criteria into decision making and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared 
responsibility for conservation 
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KOALAS 

In December last year, our five yearly island wide koala count was conducted.  This year volunteers 
were used extensively meaning more time could be devoted to searches, and fatigue had less impact 
on counters.   

Nine koalas were found or reported during the count period.  This is consistent with the downward 
trend of recent island wide counts.  Sightings reported by the public over the previous twelve 
months (using the combined data of the Koala Conservation Centre and Friends of the Koalas) 
indicate that perhaps another two or possibly three koalas have been seen across the island that 
were not reported or sighted during the count.  These were around Troutman’s Road, Surf Beach, 
and possibly south of Rhyll. If we add these to the nine found (giving us a total of 11 or 12 koalas), 
and double this figure as we did in in 2006 and 2011, we get a ‘guestimate’ of the upper limits of the 
koala population of the island.  Therefore, we estimate the koala population on the island, outside of 
the KCC, at less than 30 (compared to around 40 in 2011 and 50 in 2006). 

Interestingly, during the count, only one phoned in observation was received.  None were received 
in 2011.  This suggests that very few koalas are living in built up areas and/or that information about 
the count is not getting around.  It also emphasises how important reports throughout the year are, 
as this is crucial in enabling us to understand the status of koalas on the island. 

Thanks once again to the generous volunteers that made this count the success it was. 

KCC Environment Rangers welcome reports of koala sightings on Phillip Island and are particularly 
interested in the colour of any ear tags seen. Phone: (03) 5952 1307 

Koalas that live in the wild on Phillip Island cannot be caught and moved to another location.  DELWP 
is responsible for the management of wildlife populations.  Nature Parks Rangers can provide advice 
on protecting koalas but will only attend if the koala is sick, injured or in danger.  Koalas that are 
removed due to health reasons are returned to the vicinity of their capture once they have 
recovered, and those that need to be moved due to being in a dangerous situation are moved to the 
closest safe place.  Koalas have home ranges that they inhabit where they know the best trees that 
provide for their needs throughout the year, so they need to remain in their home area. 

 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic direction - 2.2 Facilitate co–operative approaches to island–
wide environmental management and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared responsibility 
for conservation 

 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

The Wildlife Rehabilitation Rangers have had a very busy summer period caring for a range of sick or 
injured wildlife. There have been Cape Barren Geese, Australian Magpies, Brush-tail and Ring-tail 
Possums, Rainbow Lorikeets, Ravens, Silver Gulls, Swamp Wallabies, Galahs, Short-tailed 
Shearwaters, Pacific black ducklings, Purple swamp hens, Sacred ibis, Long-necked tortoises, a Pacific 
gull, Little Ravens, Masked Lapwings, a Welcome swallow, echidnas, a black swan and a cygnet, Pied 
Cormorants, micro-bats, Kookaburras, a Jaeger, Blue-tongued Lizards and a Sulphur-crested 
cockatoo. The rangers also responded to calls regarding koalas, snakes and even dolphins. There 
have been about 30 Little Penguins cared for in the rehab centre during this time also. 

A rainbow lorikeet nestling, rescued late November, is doing well after much TLC from the rehab 
staff. The lorikeet is now fully feathered and is loving flying around the woodland flight pen, snacking 
on native flowers. Hopefully it won’t be too much longer before he or she will be able to be released. 
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Lorikeet chick when rescued     Starting to get feathers                       Now with full flight feathers 

 

Nature Parks’ Rangers responded to over 250 calls to the wildlife hotline during December and 
January. More than 50 of these calls were regarding seals. 

We have had seven vet students volunteering with the rehab staff, on placement during the summer 
period. 

Currently there are three Little penguins, one Rainbow lorikeet, four brush-tail possums and three 
ringtail possums in care at the rehabilitation shelter.  

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directions - 2.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets, 2.2 
Facilitate co–operative approaches to island–wide environmental management, 2.5 Build 
conservation criteria into decision making and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared 
responsibility for conservation 

 

COASTAL/WETLAND MANAGEMENT  

Sunderland Bay/Surf Beach Coastcare Group 

SBSB will resume business as usual with a marine debris survey on the 19th February. 

 
North East Coast Vegetation Management Plan 
During the recent vegetation survey of the North East Coast, a new invasive weed was discovered. It 
was the first time it had been recorded outside of Melbourne, Tribolium uniolae. Rangers have 
already acted swiftly to map and control this species.  
 
Cape Woolamai/Dune Restoration 
 

 
Newhaven College students assisting with Marram grass removal at Cape Woolamai. 
 
The Nature Park, with the assistance of Newhaven College, has started an ambitious project of Dune 
Restoration on Cape Woolamai. This project will take in a number of different stages. Initially the 
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students are working systematically from the rear of the dune (hand weeding through better 
vegetation) to the front. This combined with other weed control techniques will hopefully see the 
beach profile gradually change over time giving the coast increased resilience and improving habitat 
for nesting shore birds.  
 
Fishers Wetland 
The new bird hide is a great place to watch this year’s crop of ducklings and the boardwalk is now 
completed. A great way to spend an afternoon walking and bird watching. Well done to all involved. 
 
      

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directions - 2.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets and 
2.5 Build conservation criteria into decision making 

 

FIRE AND WOODLANDS  

We have had fourteen illegal small fires or evidence of fires in 
the Nature Parks starting from 20/10/2016 to 29/01/2017. This 
is on par with amount of identified fire activity detected this 
time last year.  

Terramatrix has recently completed the Nature Parks Fire 
Management Plan 2016-2021 which is a strategic level document 
and updated ‘Planned Burn Procedures’. This document reflects 
current practices, policies and protocols in relation to planned 
burning. Several actions and recommendations have been 
identified in which staff are following up on. 

Several firebreaks have been slashed again due to the moderate 
season we have had so far. They will continue to be monitored 
over the summer period and redone if needed. 

Evidence of a camp fire found in Oswin Roberts. 

The Nature Parks Fire Operations Plan 2017 – 2019 is available at the following 
link: http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-
management/ 

Contractors have completed the Tree Risk 
Remediation Works required from the last 
Woodlands tree audit. We are currently compiling 
the brief of the next tree audit.  

Contractors are soon to complete the last section of 
the west boundary fence at Ventnor Koala Reserve 
and complete the fence adjacent to the Rhyll cricket 
club. Works stopped due to the ground becoming 
too wet.  

 

Habitat values created through tree works. 

http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
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Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directions - 2.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets, 2.5 
Build conservation criteria into decision making and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared 
responsibility for conservation 

 

SUMMER VISITOR MANAGEMENT 

Over this summer period the Nature Parks rangers have been patrolling the beaches on Phillip 
Island. According to the data collected on these patrols there was a total of 391 dogs recorded in the 
park over summer with 103 of them in breach of the regulations. As shown above, Smiths Beach 
continues to be the most popular dog walking beach.  

 

 

Data collected by Rangers while on patrol: Dogs on Beach Dogs in Breach People Spoken to 

 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directions - 2.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets, 2.5 
Build conservation criteria into decision making and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared 
responsibility for conservation 

 

GRANTS AND PROJECTS 

 Melbourne Water 2017-18 – We have received a grant for $20,675 to be used in 2017-18 for 
works on four wetlands. Works will include the ongoing Bridal Creeper control and cut and 
painting of woody weeds by contractors. Spraying of Tall wheat grass will occur over the 
warmer/drier months. Staff and volunteers will be planting and direct seeding wetland/grassland 
species as our in-kind contribution to the grant at Fishers wetland. 

 Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority (Caring for our Country, 
Ramsar Grant) – Weed and vermin control along the Phillip Island Ramsar coastline (from Fishers 
Wetland to Observation Point) has continued as part of this grant to address the threats to flora 
and fauna communities along this coast.  
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 DELWP Coastal Environment Program 2015/16 – The boardwalks and lookout at Forrest Caves 
have been upgraded and the Nobbies lower boardwalk has been removed to mitigate risk as part 
of this grant program. These grant projects have now been closed out. 

 DELWP Coastal Environment Program 2016/17 – A grant has been received to upgrade the 
access track/boardwalk/lookout/stairs at Smiths Beach west. This grant is due for completion in 
October 2017. 

 Penguin Foundation 2015/16 – Funding from the Penguin Foundation is being used to conduct a 
research project on the post-release survival of hand-raised possums from the Wildlife Clinic.  

 Penguin Foundation 2016/17 – We have received funding to assist the Shearwater Rescue 
program in 2017. Funding has also been obtained to employ a full-time Environment Ranger for 
six months over the summer period to assist with the Hooded Plover Protection Program. 

 DELWP Wildlife Rehabilitation Grants 2016/17 – We have received $23,000 (+GST) from DELWP 
for improvements to the wildlife clinic and contributions towards volunteer training.  Training 
sessions on wildlife handling will be advertised in local media when known. 

 

 

CONTACT US: 

Phillip Island Nature Parks 

Po Box 97 

Cowes Victoria 3922  

Australia 

Email: info@penguins.org.au  

Telephone: +61 3 5951 2800  

Facsimile: +61 3 5956 8394 

Website: www.penguins.org.au 

 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic direction - 4.1 Increase the frequency and depth of 
communication with the local community 

mailto:info@penguins.org.au
http://www.penguins.org.au/

