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ENVIRONMENT NEWS – March 2016 
Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager and Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge 

 

BEACH USE and COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS OVER EASTER 

Good swells and fine weather over the school holidays and Easter period enabled many Victorians to 
enjoy the Nature Parks’ beaches and woodlands.  Easter on the Summerland Peninsula was probably 
the busiest it has ever been with many taking the opportunity to visit the new Antarctic Journey 
experience and take in the views from the Nobbies boardwalks. 
 
Churchill Island Heritage Farm was once again transformed into a wonderland of imaginative 
inventions as the annual Easter Fun Festival played host to a series of the ever-popular LEGO® brick 
play sessions. 
 
Rangers continued their patrols throughout the Nature Parks.  The number of enforcement issues 
was low and Rangers were able to spend most of their time providing information to visitors to 
ensure they had a safe and enjoyable time and that wildlife and their habitat were protected. 

 

PEST PLANTS 

Following a busy summer holiday season Rangers 
were able to prioritise weed management in 
February and March with 232 hours completed. Of 
high priority was the continued search for Serrated 
Tussock in the former Summerland Estate. A few 
more small plants were found outside the initial 
infestation. Pictured here is Neil O'Shaughnessy 
from Envirogain who found the initial infestation 
and this other site 600m east while his team was 
working on polygala. 

 

Other follow up work has been on African Love 
Grass at Flynns Beach and surveys completed to 
check for Sicilian Sea Lavender at the Nobbies and 
around Churchill Island. Work also continued on 
Kikuyu, Phalaris, Tall wheat Grass, Red Hot Pokers, 
Belladonna Lily, Gorse, Sea-spurge, Cretan Trefoil, 
and Stinkwort. Contractors followed up gorse 
between Pyramid Rock and YCW and polygala in 
the Summerland Estate. 
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REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

As seed collection season comes to an end, lots of propagation has started. Most projects are now 
planned for the year and plant numbers and species are being propagated accordingly. The nursery 
is full and blooming, all we need now is some decent rain. 

Sites are being prepared with weed control and vegetation coops to prepare for planting season. 

We have been lucky enough to have some regular volunteers helping out in the nursery. We have 
also had two groups of university volunteers from Deakin University and Monash Biological society. 
They have been involved in weed removal around the park and helping out in the nursery. 

Friends of Koalas have participated in weed control throughout Oswin Roberts Reserve. 

Surf Beach - Sunderland Bay Coastcare Group have had their first working bee back for the year. 
Some tree guard maintenance took place plus a planning session to organize projects along the 
south coast. 

More information on volunteering with the group and projects can be found on their Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-
Group/1537561176526761 
   

PEST ANIMALS  

Foxes 

Monitoring using detection dogs and infra-red cameras continues in the wake of the fox baiting 
program late last year.  Surveys are currently underway around Rhyll with no evidence being found 
since August 2015.  PINP is also assisting Melbourne Zoo conduct some proactive fox monitoring 
after a fox killed half of their penguins at the Zoo last November.  No evidence was found of foxes by 
the detection dogs within the zoo grounds but lots of scats around the outside.  Further visits may 
be made later in the year. 

 

Please call 0419 369 365 if you have seen a fox on Phillip Island 

 

Cats 

82 feral cats have been removed from the Nature Parks and adjacent areas to date for 2015/16. This 
is 2 up on the same time last year yet 8 down on the previous 5 year mean.  Currently trapping is 
underway on the Summerland Peninsula, and along the northern coastline as part of the Ramsar 
Protection Program in response to several photographs of feral cats on trail cameras.  Some cats 
were spotted by Research Students in the Summerland Estate!! – see below 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-Group/1537561176526761
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-Group/1537561176526761
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Rabbits 

Spotlight counts after baiting and warren fumigation occurred in Fishers Wetland suggest a 71% 
reduction in numbers was achieved with remaining rabbits being targeted with spotlight shooting.  
 
A new strain of Calicivirus (RHDV1K5) will hopefully be released later in the year with the potential 
for a significant knockdown in the rabbit population, allowing land managers the opportunity to 
implement traditional control techniques (warren destruction, baiting, trapping) to remove any 
surviving individuals.   
 
As part of a new strategy released by Bass Coast Landcare Network, the coordination of monitoring 
and control works with Phillip Island Nature Parks, Bass Coast Shire Council and Bass Coast Landcare 
Network continues.  Community members interested in participating in rabbit monitoring are 
encouraged to contact Robbie Gray at Bass Coast Landcare Network on 0448 386 724 or 
robbie.gray@vic.chariot.net.au 
  

 

HOODED PLOVER  

Phillip Island has had 17 chicks fledge so far this season. This is the best total for a very long time, 
probably recorded history. Between 1992 and 2015 the highest previous total was 12 (average 6).  

Chicks fledged: 2 Elizabeth Cove, 1 Red Rocks, 2 Anchorage, 1 Forrest Caves west, 2 Hutchison 
Beach, 2 Smiths Beach, 2 Berrys Beach, 2 Colonnades, 1 Woolshed Bight, 2 Flynns Reef. There were 
40 nests (average for 23 years = 27) with 93 eggs (average for 23 years = 63). There have been 51 
chicks (previous best 26, average for 23 years = 15.5), 35 have perished, and there may still be a slow 
developing chick at Elizabeth Cove.  

Breeding has finished and a number of pairs have abandoned their nesting territory to form winter 
flocks. 

There was great concern for the Elizabeth Cove chicks when they were banded. The two chicks were 
found to be very under developed. One of the chicks YLF 30 was found dead on the beach by 
Maurice who has monitored the chicks almost constantly. An autopsy has found:  

“The fledgling had no sign of disease although I thought its thorax was dorso-ventrally compressed 
which may indicate a congenital structural deformity. There was no evidence of trauma.” 

 

Elizabeth Cove chicks – banding team Very under developed YLF 30 for 29days old 

Photos Maurice Schinkel 

mailto:robbie.gray@vic.chariot.net.au
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KOALAS 

Two new pens have been built at the Koala Conservation Centre, replacing one old and no longer 
functional pen, and adding an extra one to the facilities available at the KCC.  These pens are 
specifically for the care, or close confinement of koalas.  These pens have concrete floors and metal 
perch holders which enable us to refurbish them quickly between patients. 

 

 

 

The April ‘Friends of the Koalas’ count of the koalas inhabiting the KCC ‘woodland’ located every one 
of our koalas (much easier said than done!).  This confirms the current population to be 25 koalas at 
the KCC.  Rangers appreciate the time and effort put in by a very dedicated band of searchers as it 
assists our ability to manage our population.  A bird survey is also undertaken during the koala 
counts, and it is not unusual to find 30 different species during the two hour count.  If you would like 
to join the koala count, they take place at 10.00am on the second Tuesday of every month at the 
KCC. 

KCC Environment Rangers welcome reports of koala sightings on Phillip Island and are particularly 
interested in the colour of any ear tags seen. Phone: (03) 5952 1307 

Koalas that live in the wild on Phillip Island cannot be caught and moved to another location.  Nature 
Parks Rangers can provide advice on protecting koalas but will only attend if the koala is sick, 
injured or in danger.  Koalas that are removed due to health reasons are returned to the vicinity of 
their capture once they have recovered, and those that need to be moved due to being in a 
dangerous situation are moved to the closest safe place.  Koalas have home ranges that they inhabit 
where they know the best trees that provide for their needs throughout the year, so they need to 
remain in their home area. 
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WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

The wildlife rehabilitation rangers have been kept busy during February and March caring for a wide 
variety of wildlife, including – wattlebirds, Cape Barren Geese, Australian Magpies, Brush-tail and 
Ringtail Possums, Rainbow Lorikeets, Silver Gulls, wallabies, echidnas, long-necked tortoises, 
kookaburras, Short-tailed and Fluttering Shearwaters, microbats, Masked Lapwings, ibis, Purple 
Swamphens, Crested Terns, Pacific Gulls, New Holland Honeyeaters, Blue-tongued Lizards and a 
Fairy Prion. We have also attended calls regarding seals and have cared for over 30 little penguins 
during this time. 

The Fairy Prion was delivered to us by unusual means – staff from a large cruise ship called, they 
were coming in to dock at Cowes in early February. The prion had landed on their deck while they 
were cruising Bass Strait, and hadn’t taken flight again by the time they got to Phillip Island. The 
prion was weak and a little malnourished, but after a short layover and gourmet meals at the 
Wildlife Clinic, he/she regained strength and flew off beautifully on release! 

Nature Parks’ Rangers responded to nearly 150 calls to the wildlife hotline during February and 
March.  

Currently there are five Little Penguins, and three Ringtail Possum joeys in care at the Wildlife Clinic. 

 

Fluttering shearwater exercising in the pool. 

 

MARINE POLLUTION RESPONSE TRAINING 

Work on the 2016 field exercise for oiled wildlife response has started.   

The Phillip Island Nature Parks is offering the opportunity to attend training (no enrolment cost to 
you) to achieve competency in ACMGAS305A Rescue animals and apply basic first aid. 

 

DELWP will require volunteers to have completed this training to assist in the event of a marine 
pollution emergency involving wildlife (birds only).  
 

If you would like further details please contact 

info@penguins.org.au 

 

FIRE & WOODLANDS  

 

Restrictions ended for this fire season on 11/04/2016. The overall fire incidences recorded for the 
summer period are capped at 14 fires detected, which was the same amount as last year’s season.  
The majority of the incidents have been camp/beach fires on beaches left from previous nights. The 
fire locations have been; Cleeland Bight, Smiths, YCW, KMB and Ventnor beaches.  We also had a 
lightning strike early one morning in December on the Summerland Peninsula 

mailto:info@penguins.org.au
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Terramatrix is currently reviewing our Fire Management Plan 2016-2020, practices and policies.  This 
will shortly produce a review and discussion with relevant staff and a draft report on their findings.  

  

  

   
Environment Staff clearing a track for the contractors to follow in erecting the fence at Five Ways 
Reserve.   
  
The new Five Ways Reserve boundary fence line has been completed and we are currently putting 
the last touches on completing the boundary vehicle track / fire break that surrounds the reserve.  
  
  

  
Photos CFA & Parks vehicles on Gurdies Planned Burn briefing. 
 
Two staff attended a CFA Gurdies planned burn that was cancelled as the test burn was not fitting 
the prescription due to higher winds than predicted. The gusts were producing fire escapes as seen 
in the above right photo. 
  
Autumn planned burn prescriptions are being reviewed by DWELP & CFA for Oswin Roberts and 
Ventnor Koala Reserve.  
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For further fire activities see the Nature Parks Fire Operations Plan 2016-18 at the following 
link: http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-
management/ 
 
 

GRANTS AND PROJECTS 

 Melbourne Water 2016 – We have received a grant for $24,970 to be used in 2016 for works on 
4 wetlands. Works will begin in late autumn/winter focusing on woody weed control and weeds 
of national significance (WoNS) including Bridal Creeper. 

 Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority (Caring for our Country, 
Ramsar Grant) - Weed and vermin control along the Phillip Island Ramsar coastline (from Fishers 
Wetland to Observation Point) has continued as part of this grant to address the threats to flora 
and fauna communities along this coast. 

 DELWP Beach Cleaning Subsidy was paid to PINP for summer beach cleaning works recently. 
Beach cleaning takes place each year on all PINP managed popular beaches and car parks. 

 DELWP Coastcare Community Grants 2014/15 - Weed control projects on Cape Woolamai and at 
Kitty Miller Bay to protect Short-tailed Shearwater habitat will be finalised this year and the grant 
closed out. 

 DELWP Coastal Environment Program 2015/16 – We have received funding to upgrade 
boardwalks at Forrest Caves and the Nobbies to mitigate risk, to be completed by October 2016.  

 DELWP Wildlife Shelter Grants 2015/16 ($26,180 inc GST) - This grant is to support a field 
exercise for oiled wildlife response, oiled wildlife response training, desktop exercise for wildlife 
bushfire response and upgrading the Wildlife Clinic to support oil and fire response.  Planning and 
preparation for the oiled wildlife response exercise has commenced. 

 Penguin Foundation 2015/16 - Funding from the Penguin Foundation will be used to conduct a 
research project on the post-release survival of hand-raised possums from the Wildlife Clinic. We 
have received Animal Ethics Committee approval. 

WETLANDS 

A new boardwalk and repairs to an existing boardwalk will begin in April by the Construction team at 
Fisher’s wetland. The new boardwalk will be replacing the section of gravel pathway closest to the 
road for safety reasons and skirting the Melaleuca scrub over the Estuarine Wetland with views over 
the brackish Aquatic herbland.  The majority of the gravel pathway that runs along Samuel Amess Dr 
will also be resurfaced by contractors. Trail signage is close to design completion. Works should 
begin when John and Jerry have had a look at our plans. 

As part of the above works, there will also be a bird hide constructed at the Fisher’s wetland car 
park. All works will be covered by the Capital and Environment budget. 

Despite some recent rain, most wetlands are still relatively dry. 

 

ESTA000 Emergency Markers 

Identifying location of the emergency 000 call is the first and most critical element in the delivery of 
timely and accurate emergency response services to Victorians.  

Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority – ESTA’s ability to direct an emergency response 
team to precise emergency caller locations is a critical and core component of the Call and Dispatch 
management process for all 000 emergency calls. (source Emergency Marker Signage Guidelines)  

http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
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PINP is in the process of installing these Emergency Markers in the Park. The markers will initially be 
installed on Cape Woolamai then to other isolated locations within the Park.  

 

 

Example of Emergency Marker 

  

 

Jeff Adair - Geo-Spatial Manager from ESTA000 on the summit of Cape Woolamai surveying 
emergency marker location. In the background is a senior walking group from Melbourne (photo Jon 
Fallaw). 

 

CONTACT US: 

Phillip Island Nature Parks 

Po Box 97 

Cowes Victoria 3922  

Australia 

Email: info@penguins.org.au  

Telephone: +61 3 5951 2800  

Facsimile: +61 3 5956 8394 

Website: www.penguins.org.au 

mailto:info@penguins.org.au
http://www.penguins.org.au/

