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CONSERVATION UPDATE  
March 2019 

Jessica McKelson, Conservation Manager and team 

 

HIGHLIGHTS – Hooded Plovers 

THREATENED SPECIES UPDATE 

 
Overview 
 
Summary of Hooded Plover program - fledged chicks and nest to 12/03/19 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The first Hooded Plover nest was found on 11/09/18, however a combination of predation, high tides and 
rough weather contributed to no chicks fledging before the New Year.  
 
Towards the end of February there were 45 nests (38 failed, 1 has eggs). There were 111 eggs recorded in 
total. 37 eggs hatched and 6 nests produced a total of 9 fledglings (28 chicks died). Of the 28 that had died, 
six were killed on Phillip Island beaches in just 18 days in a devastating start to the year. The deaths 
occurred between late December and mid-January. The deaths had a significant impact on the Nature 
Parks’ staff and volunteers who had dedicated hundreds of hours guarding the chicks and talking to beach 
users about this threatened nesting shorebird.  
Only 50-55% of fledged juveniles survive the first year to breeding age. 
 
To help raise community awareness surrounding responsible dog ownership and native wildlife, staff and 
volunteers kicked off the Nature Parks Community Open Day on Sunday 3rd of March, with an 8:30am 
Dogs Breakfast walk at the Colonnades. This activity celebrates dog walking as a healthy activity whilst 
promoting coexistence with this threatened species. 
 
A new program named ‘Follow my Lead’ which included free dog bandanas, was trialled to help raise 
awareness to protect Hooded Plovers from dog attacks. The goal to ensure responsible pet 
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ownership is upheld during Hooded Plover season and that the dogs act as role models when being 
walked on leads across beaches. 
 

  
Heather and David Stewart talk about volunteering at 
the Dogs Breakfast 

Paula and Marjolein releasing Y63 and Y64 at 
Colonnades 11/02/19 

 

  
Dogs Breakfast Dogs Breakfast 

 

  
Anzac (west) nest high up in calcareous dunes. Hooded Plover watch volunteer Kerrin Buckney 

looking after chicks at Surf Beach 
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Nest 
Number 

Location 
Find 
Date 

Adult 
Bands 

Clutch 
No. 

Eggs Chicks 
Fledge 
Date 

Fledged 
Chick 
Bands 

6 
Smiths 
Beach (far 
east) 

26/10/2018 UB 1 3 3 7/01/2019 2 
YLF '57' 
YLF '58' 

23 Shelly Beach 5/12/2018 
OLF 
'YU' 
YLF '34' 

1 3 2 28/01/2019 1 YLF '59' 

25 Graydens Rd 10/12/2018 
YLF 23 
UB 

3 3 3 18/02/2019 1 
YLF ‘60’ 
YLF ‘61’ 
YLF ‘62’ 

29 Colonnades 18/12/2018 
YLF '03' 
UB 

1 3 3 18/02/2019 2 
YLF ‘63’ 
YLF ‘64’ 

34 
Surf Beach 
(Park St) 

27/12/2018 
YLF '19 
YLF '25' 

1 3 3 2/03/2019 3 
YLF ‘65’ 
YLF ‘66’ 
YLF ‘67’ 

45 
Anzacs 
(west) 

28/02/2019 
Gm/(YR)  
UB 

2 3         

TOTAL         111 37   9   

          Eggs Chicks   Fledged   

 

HABITAT MANAGEMENT 

Pest control 
 A public report of a fox sighting on Back Beach Road near Racetrack has triggered 

investigations with Detection Dogs, cameras and night-time surveys.  To date no physical 

evidence has been found however surveys are continuing.  

 Pre-control monitoring for foxes in the mainland buffer zone has commenced using detection 

dogs and cameras prior to control program commencing.  This will provide a preliminary index 

of fox abundance and allow us to determine the effectiveness of control program after post 

control monitoring is completed. 

 Six feral cats were trapped on the Ramsar coastline and one was trapped at Cape Woolamai 

after traps were set in response to photos of several juvenile cats detected in the monitoring 

program.   To date a total of 84 cats have been removed from Phillip Island compared with 85 

for the same time last year. 

 

 
Feral cat in Cape Woolamai 



Phillip Island Nature Parks Conservation Update – March 2019   4 
 

     
Feral cat comparison graphs 

Woodlands & Coastal environments 
 

  
 

 Before and after images of a few management tracks in Ventnor Koala Reserve. Tracks have 
been closed in the past for over 6 months of the year due to water in the area. Contractors 
have supplied and spread crushed rock throughout wet areas to obtain more access over the 
Reserve thoughout the year. 

 

  
 

 Alluvium consultants completed their findings from the Rhyll & Rowell Wetland Hydrological 
Investigation. Images above of the Rhyll & Rowell Wetlands, (currently dry), Ibis nests and 
drainage pipe installed in the early eighties. 
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 Working with contractors in thinning out Asset Protection Zone behind properties at 
Silverleaves in preparation for next season. 

 

 Field Service Officers were busy controlling weeds across the Park including Tall wheat 
Grass at Fishers Wetland, Gorse control at Conservation Hill, woody weed control and 
helping out with plantation works at the Koala Reserve. 

 

 The Rangers have been busy doing Track Maintenance on Cape Woolamai. Dangerous trees 
and tree limbs were also removed in accordance with the Safety Audit. 

 

 
 

 New Field Service Officer, Cathy Jukes has commenced with the environment ranger team, 
and will be focusing on weed management across the Park.   
 

 Sea Spurge (Euphorbia paralis) removal, a highly invasive coastal dune colonizer. Here 
rangers remove the entire specimen and take it away from the site. 
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Fire Management  
 A strong patrolling presence over the summer season has helped to identify fire activities in 

this current season. Data has been collected since the Central District fire season start date 
(19th December). 
 

 Rangers have identified 10 fire incidents to date, areas that have been identified include; Kitty 
Miller, YCW, Smiths Beach, Cape Woolamai, Conservation Hill, Ventnor beach, Pt Sambell 
car park and Pyramid rock. 

 

 Fire related incidents have included smoldering embers from bonfires / camp fires found on 
early morning patrols, fireworks over New Year’s Eve and a car fire at Pyramid rock car park. 
One disturbing pile of wet coals was found in Pt Sambell car park on the Summerland 
Peninsula. This would have had to be lit during the day and it was lucky no bushfire incident 
occurred! 

  

 Conservation & Grounds Services Departments completed slashing and trimming of 
firebreaks as advised in the Fire Operation Plans, to help prepare for the fire season. 

 

 Fire & Vegetation Ecology student Emily Newling is coming close to refining her thesis 
outcomes in June. Questions being looked at are;  
 What viable seeds from woodland/forest species remain in the seedbank? 
 What differences exist between the germinable seedbank and the above ground 

vegetation? 
 How vulnerable are newly germinating species to herbivory after fire? 

Emily will continue managing the herbivory plots and greenhouse until the end of March to capture 
any last newly emerging vegetation. 
 

 The Nature Parks Fire Operations Plan 2019 – 2021 is available at the following: link 
https://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/conservation/conservation-programs/fire-
management/ 

 

MARINE MANAGEMENT 

Penguins 

 
Penguin numbers 
 
The average number of penguins crossing the beach at the Penguin Parade (above) in February 
2019 was 538 penguins/night, lower than the same time the previous year (768 penguins/night). 
These lower numbers are due to a combination of the breeding season coming to an end sooner than 
previous years and adult birds now entering their moulting period, where they must stay on land for 
approximately 17 days while their new feathers push out and replace their old feathers. 
 

https://mail.penguins.org.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=yEGkPnk5s5ivizUxUDQdpOPpoTtlLsYofPxsO0uNCQb3bP_4Y6bWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.penguins.org.au%2fconservation%2fconservation%2fconservation-programs%2ffire-management%2f
https://mail.penguins.org.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=yEGkPnk5s5ivizUxUDQdpOPpoTtlLsYofPxsO0uNCQb3bP_4Y6bWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.penguins.org.au%2fconservation%2fconservation%2fconservation-programs%2ffire-management%2f
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Penguin weights 
 
The penguin weights in February were mostly above average but with a sharp drop below average at 
the end of February and persisting in March (see penguin weights graph). As most penguins are 
finishing moult, they are leaving the colony lighter after the prolonged period ashore without food and 
water.  
In addition, penguins have experienced a severe heatwave recently, which would increase 
dehydration, resulting in further weight loss. As the weather cools down and less moulting penguins 
present in the colony, we should expect weights returning to previous years’ levels. 

 

 
Adults penguins keep good body weights during most February but decreased below average in late 

February/early March 

 

The Nature Parks co-designing the Marine Spatial Planning framework for 
Victoria 

The Marine and Coastal Act 2018 requires a statewide marine and coastal policy, including a marine 
spatial planning (MSP) framework. The framework will provide objectives and guiding principles for 
the planning and management of the marine and coastal environment. This initiative comes in perfect 
time as the Nature Parks is in the process of developing a Marine Spatial Plan. The Nature Parks is 
involved in the task of co-designing Victoria’s draft MSP and how we plan to achieve it. 
 

 
Marine environment means the following between the outer limit of Victoria coastal 

waters and the high-water mark of the sea — Marine and Coastal Act 2018 
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THREATENED SPECIES UPDATE 

Eastern Barred Bandicoots on Summerland Peninsula 
 
We returned to the Summerland Peninsula on Phillip Island to monitor the Eastern Barred Bandicoot 
population 17 months since their release. This session we had 30 different volunteers donate 186 
hours in just 3 days and nights. We captured 35 different individuals (18 females and 17 males) 
including 15 that were born on Phillip Island, captured for the first time. The animals were in really 
good condition, though none of the females were breeding this time.  
  
Once more we had two teams of vets from Zoos Victoria that collected blood samples from 22 
bandicoots to screen for the disease, toxoplasmosis that is spread in the environment by cats and is 
known to be lethal to bandicoots. None of the blood samples tested from the earlier trapping sessions 
have been positive for the toxoplasmosis, though one individual bandicoot that was struck by a 
vehicle looks like it had been infected. That would be our first record so far. 
  
This indicates that the population is going strong, despite the presence of feral cats. Furthermore, 
recent mapping of bandicoot digging activity across the peninsula shows that the population has now 
spread across the entire Peninsula. 
 
The bandicoots were featured heavily in February in regional media, highlighting the success of the 
program! 

 

Locations of Eastern Barred Bandicoot sightings on Summerland Peninsula from radiotracking, 
trapping, observations and digging evidence.  

 

 Surveys were conducted targeting the endangered Growling grass frog (Litoria raniformis) 

which may still persist on Phillip Island. So far 19 sites have been visited and monitored using 

automated audio recording devices (songmeters) for a total of 273 trap nights. The resulting 

audio recordings are currently being analysed for the presence of Growling grass frogs. 
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Short-tailed Shearwaters 
This summer's short-tailed shearwater breeding season is not looking too bad, but it's not great.  
We monitored all 180 artificial nest boxes that have been installed in the colony near the Penguin 
Parade. At this stage 34% of boxes had fluffy chicks. At the same time last year it was 52%. Keep in 
mind that last year was a good season for the shearwaters.  
 
The body condition of the adult shearwaters has been good throughout this season but fewer seem to 
have attempted breeding. The boxes will be checked again in April prior to the chicks fledging. 

 

A fluffy shearwater chick in an artificial nestbox on Phillip Island 

 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION & MANAGEMENT 

Koala Conservation Centre 
 Koala numbers are currently at 22, with no sign of breeding again this season.  The last koala 

born at the KCC and recruited to the population was in 2010/11. Our youngest koalas in our 
population are the three Otways girls at four years old. Ten koalas are between eight and 
eleven years old. Nine koalas are twelve years old or older, with the oldest being eighteen. 

 

    
 
 

 The new koala rails continue to provide excellent viewing. Additional railing is due to be 
installed over the coming weeks. 

 

 Two escaped KCC koalas have been recaptured in the last month. Both were old males, and 
both were suffering from the heat. One was euthanized, the other is due to be released into 
the KCC woodland. 
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 Despite the continuing dry conditions, where fencing and tree works have restricted possum 
access, trees are generally looking significantly healthier. 

 

 Tree pruning, banding and fence work has been conducted in the Koala Boardwalks to restrict 
access from Brushtail Possums. This is required to reduce the grazing pressure on the older 
Eucalypts, which are already struggling in the dry conditions and are dying to various weather 
pressures.  

 

 A crew from Westernport Water visited the KCC to have a walk through our newest plantation 
to get some advice and ideas for their plantation at King Road, Bass. We, in turn, visited their 
plantation and cut some Eucalyptus species for our koalas that we do not grow in our 
plantations. Hopefully, this will be an ongoing exercise and sets up a working relationship 
where we could rely on their plantation as a ‘backup’ in case of an emergency, such as a 
bushfire. 
 

Wildlife Clinic 
 

 Rehab Rangers have responded to 122 calls during February, including calls to monitor seals 
and check on koalas. 
. 

 During February clinic rangers have cared for a variety of species such as: ringtail and 
brushtail possums, Kookaburra, Fairy prion, Fluttering shearwater, Swamp wallaby, Pelican, 
Eastern barred bandicoot, Blue tongue lizard, Hooded plover, Masked lapwing, Black swan, 
swamphens, Grey fantail, magpie, short-tailed shearwaters, pacific gull, Brown goshawk, 
Little penguins, cape barren geese, echidna, rainbow lorikeet. 

 

 A pelican transferred from a shelter in Langwarrin was found to have an oil patch on the right 
side and wing, appeared to be vegetable oil. After three staff held and washed the bird, 
he/she was successfully released about a week later. 

 

 Rehab staff are working with Melbourne Zoo and external contractors to build pens in the 
rehab centre that will cater for Eastern Barred Bandicoots, this should be completed late 
March/April. 

 

 Rehab rangers had the help of volunteers over the summer with the vet students doing their 
extramural placements, great to be able to help foster a fondness and awareness for the 
wildlife. 

 

Pelican released 
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TRAINING & PRESENTATIONS 

 
 

 Sam Coleman our Conservation Ranger over her knees in water at the ‘wetland plant 
identification, ecology and management course’, in the Reedy Lagoon at Gunbower Reserve 
in the Southern Murray Darling Basin.  

 

2nd International Wildlife Reintroduction Conference - Chicago 

 Dr Duncan Sutherland presented a talk on the translocation of eastern barred bandicoots to 
Phillip Island and our strategy of engaging the community, including the trial release onto 
Churchill Island. The conference was attended by about 200 delegates from around the world. 
Duncan also attended a four day specialist workshop on best practice for planning and 
implementing translocations run by the IUCN conservation translocation specialist group. The 
conference was incredibly valuable for developing links with conservation experts around the 
world, highlighted the high quality work that the Nature Parks is doing and developing the 
skills of our team. 

 

 
Duncan presenting at the International Wildlife Reintroduction Conference in Chicago. 

 

VOLUNTEERS / STUDENTS 

Eastern Barred Bandicoot Volunteering – 30 different volunteers contributed 186 hours in three big 

nights of trapping from the 6 – 8 March to help check traps & deliver bandicoots to the vet teams.  

 

Hooded Plover Volunteering – we had 146 hours recorded as part of our ongoing Hooded Plover 

Program. Our Hooded Plover Volunteers developed an idea for a campaign called ‘Follow my Lead’.  

This idea was trialled at Community Open Day with cute dog bandanas (made by Boomerang Bags & 

designed by the Nature Parks) handed out to members of the public doing the right thing, to 

encourage the co-existence of wildlife and dogs. We requested that people support this program by 
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having their dogs wear the bandana with pride when walking on the beach. By joining this campaign 

they will be supporting Living with Wildlife and continue to enjoy the Island natural habitats, be 

responsible pet owner and also witness our wildlife flourish. This was received very positively on the 

day, and there is scope to develop this into a bigger campaign next breeding season with our partners 

– Bass Coast Shire & Birdlife.  

 

Barb Martin Bushbank – we inducted eight new volunteers into the Barb Martin Bushbank this 

month. We hope this recruitment will help propagate additional plant orders.     

   

 

Women in Conservation Breakfast – we were lucky enough to have seven volunteers attend the 

Women in Conservation Breakfast on Thursday 28 February. All attendees greatly appreciated the 

opportunity, and left the breakfast inspired.  

 

 

  
 

 Twelve Environment University volunteers removing the weed polygala in Princeton Reserve 
and on the Asset Protection Zone behind property’s at Silverleaves. 
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GRANTS / EXTERNAL FUNDING 

Funded for trial on eDNA to detect penguin prey 

Nature Parks are working with EPA and Monash University to trial a revolutionary technique to detect 
penguin prey using DNA analysis. From a large sample of seawater, this technique can potentially 
detect the presence of fish using DNA analysis, known as environmental DNA or eDNA for short. This 
proof-of-concept project received $15,000 funding from Monash University. If it works, we will be able 
to detect penguin prey in the way and fine scale we have not done before. Exciting times! 

 

 

Fish shred micro-particles with DNA material that can be detect in filtered water samples. 
 

 DELWP Wildlife Clinic grant was successful to help build the Eastern barred bandicoot 
rehabilitation pens, support the pool servicing, food supply and vet bills at the clinic. Along 
with producing wallaby bags.  


